I‐285 @ State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction
SR 400 Collector Distributor Lanes
P.I. Nos. 0000784 and 721850
Fulton and DeKalb Counties
Meeting with Affected Municipalities regarding Indirect and Cumulative Impacts
August 12, 2014

Definitions:
Direct effects are caused by, and coincide in time and geographic place as, the action or project.
Indirect effects are caused by the action/project and are later in time, but are still reasonably foreseeable.
Indirect effects include induced growth effects, induced changes in land use patterns and population
density/growth, and related effects on social, cultural, natural, and physical environmental resources.
Examples include new development induced by changes in transportation access or changes in travel
routes/patterns or providing access to an area that formerly had no access.
Cumulative effects are the impacts resulting from the incremental impact of the proposed action/project
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of what agency
(federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Individually, two projects may have
minor impacts on the environment or induced development potential, whereas, when combined, the
impacts become much more substantial, or the potential much greater.
Meeting Objectives:


To define the geographic extent of potential Indirect and Cumulative effects of each project (i.e., a
Region of Influence).



To discuss the potential for induced development/land use changes/redevelopment from each of the
scenarios listed below. The type of development/redevelopment (e.g., residential, commercial, mixed
use, etc.), development density (e.g., low, medium, high), and general locations should be discussed.

Scenarios:
[Note: Under all scenarios below, any other programmed transportation projects would still be
constructed as programmed.]
Scenario #1: Neither project is constructed.
Scenario #2: Only the SR 400 CD Lanes project is constructed (tying into the existing I-285/SR 400
interchange).
Scenario #3: Both the SR 400 CD Lanes project and the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction
project is constructed. [In this scenario, the individual effect of each of the two projects on potential
induced development or changes in land use should be discussed.]
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The purpose of this meeting was to gather input from the surrounding municipalities regarding potential indirect
and cumulative impacts of the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project and the SR 400 CD Lanes
project. The following is a summary of the discussions from the meeting.


Georgia DOT, ARCADIS, and Kimley-Horn presented an overview of the current conceptual design for the I285/SR 400 interchange reconstruction and the SR 400 CD lanes project, as well as the goals of the
projects. Neither project increases capacity on I-285 or SR 400, and neither project proposes new access
points that are not currently provided. Key changes to existing travel patterns include:
o I-285 traffic bound for Abernathy Road would not get on SR 400; this traffic would use the CD
lanes only.
o As shown on the original SR 400 CD Lanes Project concept, local trips between Abernathy
Road and Hammond Drive in the southbound direction would no longer be able to use SR 400
(or the proposed CD lanes); however, these trips could use the adjacent parallel route provided
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by Barfield Drive. In the northbound direction, local trips between Hammond Drive and
Abernathy Road would be able to use the proposed new CD lanes.
o In the I-285/SR 400 interchange reconstruction area, local trip movements between Ashford
Dunwoody Road and Peachtree Dunwoody Road would no longer be able to use I-285; they
would need to use parallel streets. Likewise, local trip movements between Glenridge Drive
and Roswell Road in the westbound direction would no longer be able to use I-285. However,
in the eastbound direction, Roswell Road traffic could still access Glenridge Drive through the
use of the proposed CD lanes along I-285.
The Region of Influence for the CD Lanes Project was discussed. Kimley-Horn described how the Region
of Influence needed to include changes in traffic patterns that may result from the CD Lanes project, and
presented a boundary that extended west to Riverside Drive and the Chattahoochee River, north to Pitts
Road, east to Roberts Drive and Ashford Dunwoody Road, and south to I-285. The City of Dunwoody noted
that the southern portion of the boundary should be extended east to include Chamblee Dunwoody Road.
The northern portion of the eastern boundary is logical at Roberts Drive, but should also include the
residential neighborhoods on the east side of Roberts Drive. The City of Brookhaven noted that the
boundary should be extended south to encompass neighborhoods in the Nancy Creek area and around
Murphey Candler Park, particularly to address ecological effects to Murphey Candler. Sandy Springs noted
that the boundary should definitely include the Johnsons Ferry Road/Abernathy Road connection to SR 400,
since this is a major east-west connecting route through Sandy Springs.
The Region of Influence for the I-285/SR 400 Reconstruction project was discussed. Since there would be
changes in access between Glenridge Drive and Roswell Road in the westbound direction, the boundary
should include Hammond Drive to the north, and possibly even up to Mount Vernon Highway further north.
These two roads would provide east-west connectivity in the area with the loss of the connection along
westbound I-285. On the east side, the boundary should be Chamblee Dunwoody Road. On the west, the
boundary should be Riverside Drive. On the south, the boundary should be the Glenridge Connector west
to the Glenridge/Roswell intersection.
It was noted that commuting patterns would change and there would be a decrease in neighborhood cutthrough traffic as a result of these projects.
In Sandy Springs, single-family residential neighborhoods are protected neighborhoods; these
neighborhoods are held strong and will not change to a different use.
While the Sandy Springs Future Land Use Map is old (2007), it has not changed since it was developed,
and the City holds true to the map and the land uses permitted on the map.
The numerous Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs) throughout the Perimeter area were discussed, as
well as the projects’ potential impacts on them.
o While there was a stall in development of the area’s DRIs during the economic downturn in
2008, all of the municipalities have started seeing the DRIs pick back up. However, many DRIs
have recently petitioned for a change in their proposed land use mix, with an increase in
residential land uses in the DRIs than what was originally proposed. The Palisades DRI
submitted for a rezoning; Hines added housing at the Northpark DRI. Townhomes are
proposed for construction in the vicinity of the Peachtree Dunwoody/ Hammond Drive
intersection. Developments in the Lake Hearn area are looking at an addition of a residential
component. These rezoning efforts are happening regardless of the two proposed projects and
are unrelated to the projects.
o PCIDs stated that there is an additional 10,000 jobs planned in the PCID area between 2015
and 2017.
o There is a development momentum going in the PCIDs area, which started with the construction
of the Hammond half-diamond interchange, and continued with the opening of the Ashford
Dunwoody Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI). The momentum is continuing and building
with the re-initiation of the area DRIs. PCIDs anticipates that both the SR 400 CD Lanes project
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and the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction would continue and add to this momentum.
However, the increase in area development is happening regardless of these two projects.
There are several vacant parcels in the PCIDs area, and employers want to be here. Increases in access,
reduced congestion, and proximity to other transportation modes would all make this area more attractive to
employers.
The medical facilities in the southeastern quadrant of the I-285/SR 400 interchange are a large economic
driver for the region; better access to the medical complex would lead to more growth in the area.
The planned MARTA alignment up SR 400 would have a cumulative impact on the area, in conjunction with
the CD Lanes and Interchange Reconstruction projects. There would also be expected to be an increase in
GRTA buses on the CD lanes.
The City of Dunwoody noted that, because access points are all the same (no new access; no access
removed from I-285), the City does not foresee the I-285/SR 400 Reconstruction project having much of an
effect on land use changes in the area. Both projects would support the increases in development density
and increases in property values that are being seen in the area.
None of the municipalities foresees rezoning in single-family residential areas. These are protected areas.
Sandy Springs’ City Center Redevelopment initiative is already occurring, and is already acting as a driver
for redevelopment in that area.
o Sandy Springs is seeing a lot of development/redevelopment. There is a new ice skating
rink/hockey rink under construction at the I-285/Roswell Road interchange. New townhomes
are planned for construction across from Allen Park on Allen Road. New townhomes are also
planned for construction at Johnson Ferry Road near the medical complexes. The Lakeside
Property (northwest quadrant of the I-285/SR 400 interchange) is also planning to redevelop.
Sandy Springs noted that the protected neighborhood west of Glenridge Drive is a tight-knit, vocal
neighborhood. The commercial area in the northwest corner of the Glenridge Drive/I-285 interchange tried
to redevelop previously and was stopped by that neighborhood.
Brookhaven: The vacant land along the south side of Lake Hearn Drive/Perimeter Summit Parkway is a
protective easement and won’t be developed. Cox is moving their headquarters from Lake Hearn Drive to a
new building on Peachtree Dunwoody Road north of Hammond Drive. Cox will likely sell their current
property at Lake Hearn for redevelopment. There is a new Hyatt hotel between Lake Hearn Drive and
Perimeter Summit Parkway at Perimeter Summit.
Overall, it was agreed that developed lands may redevelop more intensely with implementation of the SR
400 CD Lanes and I-285/SR 400 Interchange Redevelopment projects. This is already beginning to occur
in the area even without the proposed projects, with lots of planned developments submitting to
change/increase their development intensity and types (to mixed use). Market demand is already
increasing in the area, and developments are happening anyway. Effects on land use would likely be less
indirect and more cumulative.
The perception is that the I-285/SR 400 interchange is the problem, even if the reality is that the SR 400 CD
lanes are needed, as well. If the SR 400 CDs were to be built and the interchange was not reconstructed,
the areas to the north would still develop. However, south of the interchange would not be affected by the
SR 400 CD project; in this area, improvements to the interchange would have an effect on development.
The effect of the SR 400 CD lanes project on land use changes/development would not be felt very far east
or west of the SR 400 corridor (would be confined to commercial/mixed-use areas nearer to SR 400).
If additional information is needed regarding development effects/land use changes, the following persons
should be the points of contact at the municipalities:
o Dunwoody: Christine Berkowitz or Steve Foote
o Brookhaven: Ben Song or Susan Canon; Richard Meehan would be happy to assist with this
coordination.
o Sandy Springs: Kristen Wescott
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MEETING NOTES
Date: 12.16.14
Project: I-285/SR 400 Interchange (PI 0000784) and SR 400 C/D (721850-)
Purpose: Project discussion with PCID, Sandy Springs, Dunwoody, Brookhaven and DeKalb County
Location: PCID
Time: 12:30 PM
Attending: See Attached Sign-In Sheet

I.

Introduction/Roles
A. Marlo opened and introductions were made. Arcadis is developing the 285/400 Interchange
costing plans/NEPA and KHA is developing the SR 400 CD costing plans/NEPA re-evaluation. HNTB
is developing the procurement documents. The project will be delivered using Design-BuildFinance (DBF) contract. The RFP template is based on the Northwest Corridor (NWC) project.

II.

Presentation
A. Schedule – The anticipated NEPA approvals are in May. The project is on schedule to let by
December 2015. NTP 1 is anticipated in early 2016. GDOT is evaluating likely completion dates,
but is currently planning for approximately 51 months (middle of 2020). GDOT is also looking to
identify “early start” areas which are areas the contractor can quickly mobilize to begin
construction activities.
B. Access – The interchange will modify several access points, as described and illustrated.
o I-285 EB/WB (Ashford Dunwoody Rd to Peachtree Dunwoody Rd)
o I-285 WB (Glenridge Dr to Roswell Rd)
o SR 400 SB (Abernathy Rd to Hammond Dr)
o The local government representatives requested traffic counts. KHA/Arcadis provide
current traffic counts to Marlo who will then provide traffic counts to the local government
representatives.
C. Sound Barriers –
o Arcadis provided a schematic showing proposed locations for sound barriers.
o Arcadis brought several sound barrier samples of reflective sound barriers that the group
discussed. Marlo explained the purpose of this effort is to engage the local government
representatives now to narrow down options for the Proposers.
o The local government representatives agreed that ashlar stone finish in dark grey is
preferred. Marlo mentioned there may be an instance where the steel panel type is placed
on a widened bridge section, but others options are currently being evaluated.
o Arcadis to order a dray ashlar stone finish reflective sound barrier sample.
o KHA generally described locations of proposed sound barriers. KHA to provide schematic
where sound barriers are proposed.
o The local government representatives did ask that to the degree possible that the
Contractor should install noise barriers on the project. The group mentioned that the
sequencing or noise wall construction will depend on contractor’s workflow. In addition,
most of the walls will be attached to walls or brides that need to be constructed as a part
of this project.
D. Nighttime Construction Activities –
o In order to achieve the aggressive schedule, nighttime work is necessary.
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Marlo indicated that an environmental document “green sheet” commitment noted the
local government representatives issuing a waiver to allow nighttime work if an ordinance
currently exists restricting some or all nighttime work. After further discussion, the local
government representatives agreed that nighttime work is necessary, and believed that
GDOT had the authority to proceed with these activities without having to seek official
approval from the respective City Councils.
Lane Closures – Anticipated lane closure schedule was reviewed.
o Lane closures from Thanksgiving to the day after New Year’s Day will only be allowed at
night. No lane closures allowed for Thanksgiving weekend.
o The local government representatives suggested Halloween and Valentine’s Day, if falls on
weekday, be restricted for lane closures.
o Temporary ramps closures are being contemplated. PCID suggested that these occur
during the summer months.
o Other opportunities to expedite construction were discussed including allowing a short
term detour of Mt. Vernon Bridge to allow quicker installation of new bridge. Such
opportunities would require continued discussion and coordination.
Communications and Communications Outreach – One of the most important elements of the
project is clearly and regularly communicating traffic disruptions.
o The Developer is required to retain an experienced communications specialist to help
organize and implement a communications outreach effort during construction.
o Part of the project’s evaluation criteria will include Proposers approach to minimize
disruptions.
o All stakeholders, including the local government representatives, hospitals, emergency
services, etc… will all be included in discussions.
o Marlo mentioned a previous meeting with Karlene Barron, GDOT Communications, where
she suggested engaging stakeholders during 2015 rather than waiting until 2016 when NTP
is issued to Developer. HNTB is helping Marlo organize an early outreach plan, and a
follow up meeting is anticipated to occur with Stakeholders.
o A scope item requires continuous CCTV coverage during the construction phase to allow
TMC to view realtime traffic conditions. Marlo also mentioned other vendors marketing
material is being evaluated which offer fulltime camera coverage as well.
o The local government representatives requested an opportunity to review the
communications portion of the RFP.
Existing Bridges – The group reviewed anticipated scope of work for existing bridges.
Proposed Bridges – The group reviewed the anticipated of work for the proposed bridges.
o Braided ramps are needed in several locations.
o I-285 over Peachtree Dunwoody Road/Lake Hearn Improvements was discussed. A public
meeting is scheduled for 12/18 to present improvements planned along Peachtree
Dunwoody Road that is being planned as a separate project. An approved alternate has
not been selected.
Bridge Elements – The scope will include several enhancements for local route bridges.
o Texas rail (closed panel) for Mt. Vernon Hwy, as well as decorative lighting and blisters.
o Texas rail (closed panel) form liner on the back of the CD bridges over Abernathy Rd,
Glenridge Dr, Peachtree Dunwoody Road.
o PCID requested GDOT consider placing the Texas Rail (closed panel) along I-285 Bridges
facing I-285.
o

E.

F.

G.
H.

I.
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Green fencing was originally proposed. Group discussed whether to use black vinyl chain
link fence or green. Since Hammond Drive and Northridge already have green color fencing
the scope will require green.
Drainage – Drainage is being evaluated by Arcadis and KHA for their respective projects.
o SR 400 – the group briefly discussed any history of flooding. KHA is evaluating all drainage
outfalls to assess pre vs. post volumes and assessing detention needs.
o 285/400 Interchange – is developing MS4 detention measures for the project.
FEMA Flood Zones – Preliminary H&H studies are being performed which should be complete in
late January. More discussion is needed with the local government representatives, early February,
once the preliminary H&H studies are complete to determine if no-rise ordinances are applicable to
the project
Landscaping – Current scope includes replacing disturbed crape myrtles in-kind. PCID requested a
follow up to discuss other opportunities to include additional landscaping, or some level of grading
to best allow for future installation of landscaping.
Lighting –
o Underpass lighting (80’ and greater) is required per GDOT Design Policy Manual.
o GDOT is evaluating lighting on the upper bridge deck at the interchange.
o No High Mast Lighting is anticipated.
o Abernathy ped scale lighting will be replaced if impacted, and wall packs will be added
under the SR 400 Bridge.
o Group briefly discussed the Ashford Dunwoody ramp lighting.
o Mt. Vernon Highway Bridge will include lighting. Group discussed this approach to at least
provide lighting conduit in rails and rail blisters to mount the luminaires.
ITS and Traffic Signals –
o Hub B is being relocated. Current Hub B includes Sandy Springs fiber. Sandy Springs
requested that the new connection be full splice.
o Sandy Springs requested GDOT consider requiring temporary video detection which they
believe is more reliable than temp loops, and less likely to be cut or disrupted.
o A scope item has been added to return existing signal equipment being replaced to the
respective local agency.
o The local government representatives including PCID would like an opportunity to review
signal timing plans.
o Sandy Springs requested a 2” conduit be added to Mt. Vernon Hwy Bridge for their use.
o Ramp meters will be replaced. GDOT Traffic Operations is evaluating if any new locations
will warrant ramp meters.
o Decorative mast arms and decorative pedestrian poles will be used to replace existing
decorative arms and poles.
Retaining Walls –
o Current project scope includes plain concrete finish on barrier retaining walls, and the
standard MSE panels on MSE walls.
o PCID asked that all retaining walls include the ashlar stone finish. The group discussed at a
minimum possibly including ashlar stone finish on the MSE walls. GDOT to evaluate the use
of and cost to include ashlar stone finish on retaining walls.
Adjacent Projects – The Developer is required to coordinate with adjacent programmed projects.
The goal would be to provide as much scope definition as possible to Proposers as they evaluate
the adjacent projects.
o

J.

K.

L.

M.

N.

O.

P.
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o

o

Peachtree Dunwoody/Lake Hearn improvements – 2 alternatives are being presented at
the 12/18 public meeting. Design is anticipated to take 14 months (PDP) with construction
programmed in 2017. Arcadis will accommodate the alternative with the larger footprint.
Bike/Ped plan – Sandy Springs recently adopted a new bike/ped plan. KHA described the
current recommendations for Mt. Vernon Hwy and Abernathy typical sections. KHA noted
that a coordination package was provided to Sandy Springs on December 5th to illustrate
understanding of the “desirable” Mt. Vernon Hwy and Abernathy Road typical sections, in
accordance with interpretation of the PCID Commuter Trails Plan.

Action Items
A. Local government representatives (Sandy Springs, Dunwoody, DeKalb, Brookhaven) – provide any
known drainage issues to Marlo.
B. GDOT (Marlo) – facilitate follow up meeting with the PCID to discuss landscaping.
C. GDOT (Marlo) – facilitate follow up meeting with the local government representatives to discuss
drainage/preliminary H&H studies.
D. GDOT (Marlo) – provide traffic counts to the local government representatives.
E. GDOT (Marlo) – provide the local government representatives with the communications portion of
the scope.
F. GDOT (Marlo) – discuss the use of and cost to include ashlar stone finish on retaining walls.
G. KHA (Mike) – provide Sandy Springs a copy of the Mt. Vernon Hwy typical section (same info as
previously provided).
H. KHA (Mike) – to provide schematic where sound barriers are proposed.
I. KHA/Arcadis (Mike/Shamir) – provide current traffic counts to Marlo who will then provide traffic
counts to the local government representatives.
J. Arcadis (Shamir) – order a gray ashlar stone finish reflective sound barrier sample.
K. HNTB (Rob) – modify scope of services per 12/16 discussion.
This is our understanding of items discussed and decisions reached. Please contact us if there are changes
or additions.
Attachment: 12/16 Presentation
cc: Laurie Reed (HNTB), Patrick Capasse (HNTB), Kenneth Anderson (HNTB), Steve Schantzen (HNTB), Cara
Vojdani (HNTB), Jim Aitken (HNTB)
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MEETING MINUTES

Project Name
I-285/SR 400 Interchange
SR 400 CD
Project #
P.I. 0000784
P.I. 721850
Purpose of Meeting
Update meeting

Date of Meeting
01/20/2015
Location
PCID
Time
12:30 PM
Participants
GDOT, PCID, Sandy Springs, Brookhaven, Dunwoody,
DeKalb County

I.

Marlo Clowers provided an update on the project’s procurement schedule.

II.

The group reviewed various draft scope items currently included in the draft RFP
o

Mike Rushing reviewed the Bike/Pedestrian facilities currently being accommodated on the Project

o

Rob reviewed a table of all the decorative Mast Arms/Ped Pole locations:

Location
Hammond Dr at SR 400
Ramps (NB and SB)
Mt. Vernon Hwy at
Crestline Parkway

Mt. Vernon Hwy at
Barfield Rd

SR 400 at Abernathy Rd
Ramp (NB)
SR 400 at Abernathy Rd
Ramp (SB)

Abernathy at Peachtree
Dunwoody Rd

Abernathy at Glennlake
Pkwy/Barfield Rd

Roswell Rd at I‐285

Description
 Install decorative mast arm assembly with luminaires, lighted street name
signs with PCID logo, and decorative pedestrian poles.
 If impacted replace in‐kind.
 This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles
 If impacted replace in‐kind.
 This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles.
 Install decorative mast arm assembly with luminaires, lighted street name
signs with PCID logo, and decorative pedestrian poles.
 If impacted replace in‐kind.
 This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles.
 If impacted replace in‐kind.
 This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles.
 If impacted replace in‐kind.
 This includes but is not limited to, decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo and decorative
pedestrian poles.
 If impacted replace in‐kind. This includes but is not limited to green coated
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Ramps
Glenridge Dr at
I‐285 Ramps
Peachtree Dunwoody
Road at I‐285 Ramps





Peachtree Dunwoody Rd
at Lake Hearn Dr





Ashford Dunwoody Rd at
I‐285 Ramps




mast arm assembly, standard street name signs, and standard pedestrian
poles.
Install decorative mast arm assembly, lighted street name signs with PCID
logo, and decorative pedestrian poles.
Install decorative mast arm assembly, lighted street name signs with PCID
logo, and decorative pedestrian poles.
Coordinate design and installation with the Improvements to Peachtree
Dunwoody Road at Lake Hearn Drive project.
If impacted replace in‐kind.
This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles.
Coordinate design and installation with the Improvements to Peachtree
Dunwoody Road at Lake Hearn Drive project.
If impacted replace in‐kind.
This includes but is not limited to decorative mast arm assembly with
luminaires, lighted street name signs with PCID logo, and decorative
pedestrian poles.

o

The group reviewed various locations that would require a GDOT mast arm length variance since the
length would exceed 65’.

o

PCID confirmed that their special provisions for various products have a comparable vendor, and that
no FHWA approval is necessary for proprietary items. Items being contemplated include:
 Light luminaires
 Poles & bases (lighting and signals)
 Mast arms
 Signal heads
 Ped Signal Poles & Bases
 Ped Signal Heads
 Lighted/non‐lighted street signs

o

Sandy Springs mentioned their light fixtures are proprietary. More follow up needed to identify if
existing Sandy Springs light fixtures are being impacted.

o

The current scope includes ashlar stone finish with a dark grey finish on MSE walls and sound
barriers. Barrier walls will be plain concrete. The group discussed if the grey reflective sound barrier
sample was too dark. The sample will be presented at the 2/5 PHOH, and a follow up discussion is
needed to decide if color should be dark grey or a lighter shade.

o

The current scope requires Developer to coordinate with PCID regarding future landscaping work to
be performed by PCID contractor. PCID will coordinate with their on call consultants to develop a
landscaping plan which would help best identify scope for Proposers.

o

PCID agreed, with concurrence from group, that the chain link fence color will be black.

o

Follow up is needed with Locals regarding H&H requirements once Arcadis and KHA complete their
preliminary H&H studies.

MEETING NOTES
Date:

1.28.2015

Project: SR 400 C/D (721850) and I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction (PI 0000784)
Purpose: Bike/Ped accommodations on Mt Vernon Hwy and Abernathy Road
PCID, Sandy Springs, and GDOT
Location: PCID
Time:

3:30 PM

Attending:

Becky Apter, PCID
Marlo Clowers, GDOT
Jennifer Harper, PCID
Kristen Wescott, City of Sandy Springs
Mike Rushing, Kimley-Horn
Debbie Wilson, Kimley-Horn
Shamir Poudel, Arcadis

I.

Introduction
A. Marlo opened with brief introduction and purpose of meeting.

II.

Background of bike/ped accommodations in concept development to date
A. PCID Commuter Trails Plan
1. Mike mentioned this document was used as a guide for elements to consider in concept
development. The plan recommends ultimate sidepath facilities along Abernathy (south side)
and Mt Vernon (north side) with no bike lanes as part of the ultimate recommendation.
2. Mike noted these facilities were incorporated into original concept development.
3. Mike noted the side‐path along Abernathy has to modify in some way to move through the DDI
configuration.
4. Kristen noted that technically this plan was not adopted by City of Sandy Springs.
5. Mike noted that a coordination package was provided on December 5, 2014 to document with
PCID and COSS the bike/ped accommodations considered to date.
B. COSS Bike/Ped Plan
1. Mike discussed that with the December 2014 approval of Sandy Springs bike/ped plan, Kimley‐
Horn revisited the PCID recommendations and compared to the recently adopted Sandy Springs
plan and found the 2 plans to be similar in recommendations (sidepaths).
2. Kristen noted that the project priorities were largely established on the basis of presence of
existing facilities. For example, a roadway that already has sidewalks would likely be prioritized
lower because it already has AT LEAST some existing bike/ped facilities.
3. Kristen noted the recommendations are based on an ultimate, desired facility.
4. Kristen and Jennifer both noted that some “hybrid” of these recommendations may need to be
provided for interim conditions
Schedule going forward
A. Costing Plans
1. Mike noted that costing plans will be submitted for first GDOT review in early March. Included
in that process is review of bridge layouts for both Mt Vernon and Abernathy.
2. The timing in the schedule is such that the effort is now turning to more detailed development
of costing plans. As such, the bike/ped facilities that were originally considered in concept
development need to be further refined/detailed for the purposes of bridge layouts, costing
plans, and RW acquisition.

III.
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IV.

3. Mike noted that the existing NEPA documentation and previous RW acquisitions do provide
some fixed constraints and may limit the CD project’s ability to accommodate “ultimate”
desirable bike/ped facilities. Kimley‐Horn has made some recommendations on how to scale
down these facilities in areas that dictate.
Working discussion
A. Mt Vernon Highway
1. Review of the proposed bridge typical section. The proposed section establishes an ultimate
width and configuration that supports understanding of the ultimate bike/ped
recommendations:
o 15’ wide sidewalk on north side to complement sidepath
o (2) 12’ travel lanes each direction
o 20’ raised median to reserve space for potential future managed lane left‐turns
o No bike lanes
2. Kristen noted that the timing of construction and interim conditions may dictate that it is better
use of space to incorporate 11’ travel lanes with a full 5’ bike lane in each direction.
3. Jennifer indicated that she would prefer that typical section also. Technically, the 5’ bike lane is
in accordance with Mt Vernon designation as a “thoroughfare” in the PCID Overlay guidelines.
4. Mike and Marlo noted that retaining the 20’ median preservation is very important and could
not be reduced.
5. To better balance the bridge width and minimize width, it was recommended the section be
revised to accommodate:
o 10’ wide sidewalk each side
o (2) 11’ travel lanes each direction
o 20’ raised median to reserve space for potential future managed lane left‐turns
o 5’ bike lanes (on bridge, measured from edge of travel lane to face of curb)
6. This would require approximately 2’ of additional bridge width. With cost considerations on the
project, Kimley‐Horn agreed to review the additional cost and report that back to the group,
prior to implementation.
7. In areas off the bridge, it was agreed to try to maintain the PCID overlay dimensions for sidewalk
width and buffer strip.
8. It is noted that 11’ travel lanes is less than the travel lane width standard noted in the PCID
Overlay but all agreed it was appropriate for Mt Vernon.
B. Abernathy Road
1. Review of the proposed Abernathy Road laneage and typical sections. The proposed typical
sections establish the following components:
o Variable sidewalk/sidepath dimensions as R/W allows along Abernathy Road
o Travel lane widths vary 11’ ‐ 13’ (in locations of DDI cross‐over)
o Travel lane widths maintained at 12’ underneath proposed SR 400 bridge over Abernathy
Road
o 17’ barrier‐separated center bike and ped path (to accommodate two‐way bike and ped
traffic through DDI)
o No on‐street bike lanes
2. It was generally discussed that the volume along Abernathy Road, along with the DDI operation,
did not provide the best environment for on‐street bike lanes.
3. It was generally agreed that the 17’ bike and ped path was an appropriate dimension considering
the two‐way flow that needs to be accommodated.
4. The group agreed to the following recommendations related to overall laneage dimensions:
o Retain proposed typical section without on‐street bike lanes (no change)
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o 17’ barrier‐separated center bike and ped path (no change)
o 11’ travel lanes appropriate outside of DDI areas (no change)
5. The group discussed and made the following recommendations related to sidepath/sidewalk
dimensions:
o 10’ sidepath along northern edge of Abernathy Road at approach to DDI, where R/W is
available; R/W to accommodate appears to be available from Glenlake Parkway at the west
to the existing NB SR 400 on‐ramp intersection at the east.
o 10’ sidepath along southern edge of Abernathy Road at approach to DDI, where R/W is
available; R/W to accommodate appears to be available from the driveway between Barfield
Road and SR 400 at the west and Peachtree Dunwoody Rd at the east.
o The 10’ sidepath construction provides an enhanced facility in both directions to support
bike and ped traffic entering and exiting the protected bike/ped center path at the DDI. It
also effectively constructs the “inside half” of the ultimate recommended side‐path typical
section
o Where R/W is available to accommodate: 3’ Buffer + 8’ Sidewalk to meet PCID Overlay
Boulevard Standard (most likely area along northern edge of Abernathy, in front of
Northpark office tower at corner of Peachtree Dunwoody/Abernathy; note this will
reconstruct the area of sidewalk recently completed by PCID)
o Where R/W is not available to accommodate: Vary Buffer dimension first in attempt to meet
8’ Sidewalk dimension (most likely area along southern edge of Abernathy, in front of condo
tower at corner of Barfield/Abernathy)
o West of Barfield Road: 2’ Buffer + 5’ Sidewalk (variance from PCID Overlay) in order to stay
within easement area of impact on the Glenridge Hall Historic Resource as a condition of
NEPA document
6. This would require additional path and sidewalk width in certain areas. With cost considerations
on the project, Kimley‐Horn agreed to review the additional cost and report that back to the
group, prior to implementation.
C. I‐285 over Glenridge and Peachtree Dunwoody Road
1. Existing I‐285 bridges over Glenridge Drive and Peachtree Dunwoody Road would not be
reconstructed. Bridge deck rehabilitation will be included howver the bridge piers will remain in
place.
2. New bridge carrying collector distributor (CD) lanes will be constructed over Glenridge Drive and
Peachtree Dunwoody Road. Pier for these bridges will be set to allow for future bike/pedestrian
accommodations along these roads.
3. Improvements are planned along Peachtree Dunwoody Road. Two concepts are being evaluated.
The new CD bridges are being designed with the assumption that “Concept B” will advance. New
CD (eastbound and westbound) will be significantly longer than the existing I‐285 bridge of I‐285.
Action Items
A. Estimate additional cost to Mt Vernon bridge (KHA). [completed] [This item was followed up on
1/29/2015 with an estimate of $45, 000]
B. Estimate additional cost of sidewalk/sidepath enhancements along Abernathy Road (KHA). [pending]
This is our understanding of items discussed and decisions reached. Please contact us if there are changes
or additions.
Attachment: Revised Mt Vernon Hwy Bridge Typical Section
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Michael Smith, City of Dunwoody, michael.smith@dunwoodyga.gov
Richard Meehan, City of Brookhaven, richard.meehan@brookhavenga.gov
The purpose of this meeting was to gather input from emergency services representatives of the surrounding
local jurisdictions regarding the proposed project design and construction. The following is a summary of the
discussions from the meeting.


GDOT, ARCADIS, and Kimley-Horn presented an overview of the current conceptual design for the I-285/
SR 400 interchange reconstruction and the SR 400 CD lanes project, the procurement process and
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schedule, and key changes to existing travel patterns and access (e.g., elimination of local trips on SR 400
southbound between Abernathy Road and Hammond Drive, on I-285 westbound between Glenridge Drive
and Roswell Road, and on I-285 in both directions between Ashford Dunwoody Road and Peachtree
Dunwoody Road).
A concern was raised about emergency vehicle access on the proposed I-285 and SR 400 CD lanes. The
GDOT project team explained that paved shoulder widths along the proposed CD lanes would be wide
enough to accommodate emergency vehicle access. Along SR 400, the proposed CD lanes would have 10foot inside and 12-foot outside paved shoulders along the CD lanes. The inside shoulder widths on the SR
400 mainline would remain as they currently are. Along I-285 and at the I-285/SR 400 interchange, the
proposed CD lanes would have 4-foot inside and 10-foot outside paved shoulders. Additionally, the I-285
mainline would be restriped and resurfaced between Roswell Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road as part of
the project to increase the inside shoulders to full width (10 feet).
A question was raised about whether a camera system is proposed to be installed as part of the project that
would benefit public safety. There is a concern about not knowing where units should be dispatched
(mainline lanes vs. CD lanes vs. exit ramps) in the event of an emergency, and how to communicate the
location to dispatched officers. It was also noted that responding stations will change due to the barricading
of lanes (lane barricading cuts off access by emergency vehicles). Responders may be dispatched based
on who can get to the accident the quickest given the barricades, not based on whose jurisdiction the
incident is actually in. Sandy Springs and Dunwoody emergency services noted that there would be a large
overlap area between their jurisdictions where there would be no good access point for either jurisdiction to
access an incident in the interchange area (due to the barricaded lanes). This could increase response
times to incidents.
o GDOT explained that the CCTV camera is currently in this area, and would continue to be there
after project construction. The same coverage that exists now would continue to exist.
o Emergency services requested that additional cameras be installed to aid in locating incidents
along the corridor.
o During construction, there would never be a time when the cameras would be down. Cellular
towers may need to be used at times during construction to ensure continuous coverage.
o GDOT suggested that pre-incident planning/training (e.g., tabletop exercises) could be
conducted with GDOT to determine which jurisdiction would respond to incidents at various
locations in the system.
o Emergency services suggested to GDOT that identifiers be placed along the entire barrier wall
that would indicate to the public where they were to minimize confusion when calling for help. It
was also suggested that the various lanes (CD system lanes vs. ramp lanes) be color coded or
have some unique location-identifying system to aid in identifying the correct lanes in which
incidents are located.
A question about the height and material of the barriers dividing the lanes was asked. The GDOT team
responded they would be 3.5 feet tall and constructed of concrete.
A question was asked about the longest distance between entry and exit points on any given ramp that has
barrier separation or elevated lanes. The GDOT team responded that the longest distance is about 1.5
miles, but will verify that distance.
A question was raised as to whether traffic could be maintained on the Mount Vernon Highway bridge during
construction. The GDOT team responded that this bridge could be constructed in two stages to maintain
traffic. However, GDOT explained that, during the procurement process, a contractor may ask GDOT if it
would be acceptable to close Mount Vernon Highway in order to reconstruct it quicker and cheaper. GDOT
would need to advise whether this would be acceptable.
o All meeting participants agreed that this would not be acceptable. Sandy Springs
representatives noted that it is currently a problem to reach the Concourse area during rush
hour. If Mount Vernon Highway were to be closed, there would be increased traffic on
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Hammond Drive and Abernathy Road, making it even harder to access/respond to incidents in
that area.
Communications during construction was discussed. HNTB, who is helping GDOT to draft the RFP
language for procurement, explained that the following items are currently included in the RFP regarding
construction:
o The Developer will retain a liaison to engage stakeholders.
o The Developer will retain a communications specialist.
o Active/continuous camera coverage, as requested by TMC.
o Developer to have an outside vendor come in and install cameras to keep the public informed of
construction activities.
o Restricting lane closures to nighttime and weekends (exact timing dependent on direction of
travel along affected roads). Three lanes to remain open on I-285 at all times. Two lanes to
remain open on SR 400 at all times.
o One lane would remain open on ramps at all times (however, they are looking at the possibility
for nighttime or weekend ramp closures).
o Peachtree Dunwoody Road and Glenridge Drive ramps to provide emergency vehicle access at
all times due to proximity to hospitals.
It was suggested that variable message boards upstream of the construction zones be used to warn
motorists of construction activities and closures. GDOT indicated that such boards have been used recently
with the various construction projects along I-285.
Emergency services requested that they receive advanced warning if any accesses to the area hospitals are
closed for any duration at any time.
o GDOT explained that there may be short-term closure of Peachtree Dunwoody Road to place
the beams for the new bridges.
GDOT asked the emergency services to provide a single point of contact/representative for each emergency
services group in each jurisdiction that can meet with GDOT early (before the Contractor is selected) to
facilitate early and ongoing dialog on their concerns. This group could then transition to the Design-Build
Contractor once they are on board. Emergency services to email a point of contact to Mike Lobdell (GDOT)
at mlobdell@dot.ga.gov within the next few weeks.
A question was raised as to whether there are similar facilities (e.g., barrier-separated CD systems) in other
states or urban areas to which the area emergency services could reach out and see how those affected
jurisdictions handled construction of the CD systems. The GDOT team thought that Dallas, Texas and
Orange County, California may be good places to look, or perhaps the GDOT Traffic Incident Management
Enhancement (TIME) Task Force could assist.
A question was raised about whether a barrier gate system was being considered for inclusion to allow
emergency access to the barrier-separated lanes. However, it was noted that GDOT should talk to other
agencies that have implemented such gate systems to see if they are really used and if they are worth the
expense.

Action Items:
1. Each Emergency Services group to provide a point of contact person to Mike Lobdell
(mlobdell@dot.ga.gov) by March 6, 2015.
2. GDOT (Mike Lobdell) to set up a follow-up meeting with point of contacts and a pre-incident
planning/training meeting (e.g., tabletop exercises).
3. GDOT TMC to evaluate currently proposed camera coverage in the draft RFP from an incident
response perspective and suggest modifications, if needed.
4. GDOT TMC to evaluate applicability for use of special identifiers or markers on the barrier-separated
CD lanes and ramps to help with incident location identification and response coordination.
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5. GDOT to evaluate inclusion of emergency access gates to access barrier-separated CD lanes and
ramps.
6. GDOT to share proposed language on notifications to emergency services point of contact for their
feedback.
7. GDOT to coordinate with TIME Task Force (if needed) to identify similar systems in other urban areas.
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The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the potential for a multi-use (bicycle and pedestrian) trail connection
(to PATH 400) to be included in the design of the proposed I-285/SR 400 Interchange Project and SR 400 CD
Lanes Project. The following is a summary of the discussions from the meeting.




GDOT provided a high-level overview of the procurement process and schedule for the projects, and stated
that the Commissioner has committed to not precluding the construction of a multi-use trail through the
interchange area and up SR 400 within the project limits. GDOT also stated that the inclusion of such a trail
is not part of the proposed project and is not covered in the environmental documents being prepared for
either the interchange reconstruction or the SR 400 CD Lanes project.
PATH Foundation reviewed their 20-year vision for trails through the Atlanta area, including a trail in the
I-285/SR 400 interchange area and up SR 400. This trail (referred to as Connect400) would tie to the PATH
400 trail currently under construction (a section of which has been built). PATH’s vision it to provide an

Page:

1/3

















alternate mode of transportation through the interchange area so that it is not so automobile-dependent.
PATH explained that a trail up the SR 400 corridor was envisioned even before SR 400 was constructed.
PATH then reviewed ideas of what they are envisioning through the interchange area as part of the I-285/
SR 400 Reconstruction project, and showed some examples of similar facilities from across the United
States. This included connections (via under trail and over trail crossings) between the southeast quadrant
and the northwest and northeast quadrants of the interchange (beginning from the east side of SR 400), as
well as trail passage over the Johnson Ferry Road bridge over SR 400. They would like to see potential
construction of some box culverts (for trail passage beneath the ramps) or widened bridges (to
accommodate a trail alongside the vehicular travel lanes) included as part of the I-285/SR 400
Reconstruction project, as well as major grading. PATH Foundation would then come in and fine-grade the
trail, pave it, and put amenities in.
GDOT outlined their assumptions to date regarding trail passage through the proposed project corridors.
This included the assumption that any surface street (e.g., Hammond Drive, Abernathy Road, etc.) would
have at-grade trail crossings. GDOT and ARCADIS noted that the Johnson Ferry Bridge is not being
reconstructed as part of the projects, and that the existing bridges on I-285 are not being replaced. In
addition, GDOT and ARCADIS noted that there are several constraints in providing a trail on the east side of
SR 400 south of the interchange area, including limited available space between the proposed ramps and
existing major buildings (e.g., Northside Hospital parking deck). ARCADIS then showed a potential westside trail alignment through the interchange area, which would need an over- or under-trail crossing at the
proposed I-285 eastbound to southbound ramp, a separate bike/ped bridge over I-285 paralleling the
southbound CD system bridge, and passage under the proposed southbound to westbound CD system
ramp (either via a box culvert or between bridge piers, depending on how that ramp is constructed).
PATH asked whether the southbound CD system bridge through the interchange area could be widened to
accommodate a multi-use trail rather than constructing a separate structure over I-285 through the
interchange. GDOT noted that cost would be the issue: the bridge span is about 500 feet long and the
extra width would be approximately 16 to 20 feet wide (to accommodate at least a 12-foot wide trail with 2-4
feet for barrier separation). Additional piers would also be necessary. GDOT added that a separate
bike/ped bridge structure may be less expensive because the bridge could be lighter and may be able to
completely span I-285.
PATH Foundation noted that they would want to do any work related to trail construction simultaneously as
the I-285/SR 400 Reconstruction and CD Lanes projects to take advantage of the lane closures as part of
those projects.
GDOT noted that the Department does not have funding to buy extra right-of-way (ROW) for a trail and does
not want to jeopardize the schedule and validity of the environmental documents for the Interchange and CD
Lane projects currently in preparation.
PCIDs, Sandy Springs, Dunwoody, and Brookhaven noted that the east side of the interchange is very
important for bicycle and pedestrian connectivity due to the existing MARTA stations on that side. However,
a western connection is also needed.
Kimley-Horn reviewed a potential trail alignment along the SR 400 CD Lanes project corridor, which began
on the west side of SR 400 (where the alignment developed by ARCADIS terminated at Hammond Drive),
crossed over SR 400 at Abernathy Road, and continued along the east side of SR 400 northward. The
North Springs MARTA station is assumed to be a key destination on the east side of SR 400 in this corridor;
therefore, it would be important for the trail to cross SR 400 at or before Abernathy Road. It was noted that
the ongoing Hines Development in the southeast quadrant of the SR 400/Abernathy Road interchange has
limited available space for a trail to be constructed along the east side of SR 400 in this area.
A question was raised about the potential to use surface streets to provide bike/ped connectivity around the
I-285/SR 400 interchange instead of a new trail through the interchange area due to the potential
destinations, such as the MARTA station, hospitals, and employment centers, along the surface streets.
PATH Foundation explained that this type of system would require negotiation with numerous landowners,

Page:

2/3















which is a deterrent. PATH noted that they would prefer to use an existing project like the interchange
reconstruction project as a vehicle to push this type of trail project through and reduce the number of
landowners requiring negotiations. Also, using surface streets would not provide the kind of connectivity
between the four quadrants of the I-285/SR 400 interchange that they desire.
GDOT clarified with the PATH Foundation that the level of “not precluding trail passage through the
interchange” that the PATH Foundation is looking for is connectivity between all four quadrants, not just a
trail along one side of the interchange. Several configurations were discussed. GDOT noted that in order to
not preclude trail passage, a feasible trail corridor first needed to be identified.
The City of Sandy Springs suggested that perhaps the first focus should be on providing trail passage
through one side of the I-285/SR 400 interchange, then later address east-west access to the cities on each
side of the interchange. PCIDs noted that the most critical piece was from Johnson Ferry Road to just north
of the I-285/SR 400 interchange. The Glenridge Connector was noted to be too far south (for a crossover)
for access to the MARTA station in the southeast quadrant of the I-285/SR 400 interchange.
Several options/routes for crossing SR 400 and I-285 were discussed (e.g., Johnson Ferry Road, Hammond
Drive, Peachtree-Dunwoody Road). A representative from Livable Buckhead noted that on-street bike lanes
are not considered an appropriate interface with a multi-use trail, as they serve different users. Two-way
cycle tracks and multi-use trail designs tend to work well together. A two-way cycle track is envisioned for
Peachtree Dunwoody Road.
Trail width was discussed. It was noted that the trail would need to be a minimum of 10 feet wide, with 12
feet preferred, particularly in areas with lots of families and stroller users.
ROW was discussed. The PATH Foundation noted that they are willing to purchase a handful of properties
themselves; they just don’t want to undergo negotiations with numerous landowners.
GDOT (Mike Lobdell) agreed to meet with the Commissioner and Chief Engineer to discuss PATH’s vision
and figure out how to move forward with the proposal. As part of this meeting, GDOT will get a more refined
definition of what “not to preclude trail construction” really means for the interchange project.
GDOT (Mike Lobdell) also agreed to look into making a public statement regarding the issue of trail
connectivity through the interchange. The Livable Buckhead representative requested advanced notice if a
public statement was going to be made, as they foresee a lot of public interest in this topic.
ARCADIS will also investigate other options for trail passage/connectivity through the various quadrants of
the I-285/SR 400 interchange that are consistent with the current preferred interchange configuration.

Action Items:
1. GDOT (Mike Lobdell) will meet with the Commissioner and Chief Engineer to discuss PATH’s vision and
obtain a refined definition of what “not to preclude trail construction” really means for the interchange
project.
2. GDOT (Mike Lobdell) will look into making a public statement regarding the issue of trail connectivity
through the interchange and will provide Livable Buckhead advanced notice of any statement.
3. ARCADIS will investigate other options for trail passage/connectivity through the I-285/SR 400
interchange.
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MEETING NOTES
Date: 03.17.15
Project: I-285/SR 400 Interchange (PI 0000784) and SR 400 C/D (721850-)
Purpose: Project discussion with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA) Scottish Rite
Location: CHOA
Time: 2:00 PM
Attending: CHOA –Joe Nowicki, Mark Muma
GDOT - Marlo Clowers, Mike Lobdell, Carla Benton-Hooks
PCID – Jennifer Harper
Arcadis – Shamir Poudel, Robin Stevens
Kimley-Horn (KHA) – Mike Rushing
HNTB – Rob Lewis, Cara Vodjani

I.

Introduction/Roles
A. Mike Lobdell opened, and described the roles various consultants are serving on the project.
B. Arcadis is developing the 285/400 Interchange costing plans and environmental document.
C. KHA is developing the SR 400 CD costing plans and environmental document.
D. HNTB is developing the procurement documents.
E. Mike L. mentioned the project will be delivered using a Design‐Build‐Finance (DBF) contract. Four
teams have been shortlisted.
F. Mike L. stated that the goals of this meeting were to initiate coordination with the hospital
regarding the project and gather information about potential impacts to and concerns of the
hospital employees and visitors. Mike stated that GDOT is currently working through some of the
Design‐Build contract elements (e.g., what is allowable and what is not), and is seeking input from
stakeholders during this process.

II.

Schedule
A. The project is in the procurement phase, and is comprised of two projects (SR 400 CD and the I‐285
Interchange).
B. Proposals are due in September 2015, and award is anticipated in December 2015. NTP 1 is
anticipated in early 2016.
C. The project is anticipated to last 4+ years.

III.

Project Overviews and Access
A. Arcadis and KHA reviewed their respective projects.
B. Several access point modifications were reviewed.
o I‐285 EB/WB (Ashford Dunwoody Rd to Peachtree Dunwoody Rd)
o I‐285 WB (Glenridge Dr to Roswell Rd)
o SR 400 SB (Abernathy Rd to Hammond Dr)
C. CHOA representatives noted that their biggest concern is during‐construction impacts that affect
employees accessing the hospital. Access to the hospital is critical because they have
approximately 150,000 to 175,000 ER visits a year (400 to 500 a day during the busy season). After
construction, the new configuration of the roads is not a real concern to the hospital, as they
expect the project would improve access.
D. Mike L. mentioned that a meeting was held with emergency services personnel who were
concerned with those responders who don’t receive the exact location of an incident, and
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inadvertently get into the wrong lane which could cause a delay of 5‐10 minutes to get to the
incident location. Mike mentioned additional coordination will take place with emergency
responders.
IV.

Miscellaneous Items
A. Lane Closures – Allowable lane closures were briefly discussed.
o One lane on the ramps must remain open at all times, however temporary (overnight or on
weekends) ramp closures would be allowed.
o Lane closures generally would be allowed at night and over the weekend.
o One restriction to ramp closures is that GDOT would not allow two consecutive ramps to be
closed at the same time.
o CHOA mentioned shifts generally occur at 7 am and 7 pm (7 days a week), but there are
other changeovers at 8 am and 4 pm or 9 am and 5 pm. Based on this the likely impact
from lane closures could occur on the weekend.
B. Communications and Communications Outreach – One of the most important elements of the
project is to clearly and regularly communicate traffic disruptions to the public and to the various
stakeholders (PCID, Cities, Hospitals, etc…).
o All stakeholders, including the local government representatives, hospitals, emergency
services, etc… will all be included in discussions.
o CHOA said that Greg Pereira (404‐550‐6666 or greg.pereira@choa.org) oversees the
ambulance services (both CHOA’s ambulance fleet and ambulances transporting children to
Scottish Rite from statewide facilities) and should be included stakeholder discussions.
CHOA clarified that Greg Pereira, Mark Muma, and Joe Nowicki should all be included on
stakeholder discussions.
o CHOA mentioned that they conduct leadership meetings twice monthly, and would present
an opportunity to brief a larger CHOA audience on project status or details. They
requested the GDOT team attend a future leadership meeting when the project is further
along.
o CHOA mentioned that they send information out to families prior to surgeries/procedures
on how to access the Scottish Rite facility, and do notify patients of upcoming traffic
interruptions, especially if the disruption will occur during a scheduled appointment.
o Mark Muma will provide their Communications Department with Cara Vojdani’s contact
information in order to coordinate on information and messages to send to employees and
patrons. Mark will invite one of their Communication’s Department representatives to
future meetings.
C. Perimeter Community Improvement Districts (PCID) – Jennifer Harper mentioned that PCID will
take an active role in communications during construction and would advocate for business owners
during the design/construction phase of the contract. PCID will help be a conduit to communicate
project details. Jennifer also mentioned that PCID is using the project to encourage commuters to
consider using other alternative modes of transportation, and briefly mentioned the Transportation
Management Association (TMA).

Action Items
A. GDOT (Mike) – include CHOA Greg Pereira in subsequent emergency services discussions.
B. Mark Muma ‐ provide their Communications Department with Cara Vojdani’s contact information
in order to coordinate on information and messages to send to employees and patrons.
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C.

Mark Murma ‐ invite one of their Communication’s Department representatives to future
meetings.

This is our understanding of items discussed and decisions reached. Please contact us if there are changes
or additions.
cc: Ken Anderson (HNTB), Laurie Reed (HNTB), Patrick Capasse (HNTB)
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March 20, 2015

Participants:

Mike Lobdell, GDOT Innovative Delivery, mlobdell@dot.ga.gov
Carla Benton-Hooks, GDOT Office of Environmental Services, cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov
Shamir Poudel, ARCADIS, Shamir.poudel@arcadis-us.com
Robin Stevens, ARCADIS, robin.stevens@arcadis-us.com
Mike Rushing, Kimley-Horn, mike.rushing@kimley-horn.com
Julie Ballantine, Northside Hospital (NSH), julie.ballantine@northside.com
Russ Davis, NSH, Russ.Davis@northside.com
Fiona Nemetz, NSH, Fiona.Nemetz@northside.com
Jennifer Harper, Perimeter Community Improvement Districts (PCIDs), jharper@perimetercid.org
Cara Vojdani, HNTB Corporation, cvojdani@hntb.com
Marty Ludwig(?), NSH, marty.ludwig@northside.com
Doug MacDonald, NSH, Doug.MacDonald@northside.com
John Cummings, NSH, john.cummings@northside.com
The purpose of this meeting was to gather input on Northside Hospital operations, project-related concerns of
the hospital, and how to minimize project-related impacts to the hospital. The following is a summary of the
discussions from the meeting.





GDOT (Mike L.) opened and provided an overview of consultant roles on the project, the Design Build
Finance (DBF) procurement type and schedule, and project status.
ARCADIS and Kimley-Horn presented an overview of the current conceptual designs for the I-285/SR 400
interchange reconstruction and the SR 400 CD lanes projects, as well as key changes to existing travel
patterns and access (e.g., elimination of local trips on SR 400 southbound between Abernathy Road and
Hammond Drive, on I-285 westbound between Glenridge Drive and Roswell Road, and on I-285 in both
directions between Ashford Dunwoody Road and Peachtree Dunwoody Road).
NSH representatives expressed concern about the elimination of access between Peachtree Dunwoody
Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road via I-285, stating that Lake Hearn and Perimeter Summit Parkway are
heavily congested during rush hour. NSH asked if GDOT has conducted traffic counts in this area.
ARCADIS explained that traffic counts were conducted for those motorists currently using I-285 for access
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between Peachtree Dunwoody Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road and that the counts were minimal.
GDOT explained that removal of this access is consistent with the intent of the freeway system (which is not
intended for short, local trips).
PCIDs and NSH representatives expressed concerns about Peachtree Dunwoody Road access and traffic,
stating that Peachtree Dunwoody Road is currently gridlocked during the afternoon, making egress during
shift change virtually impossible. PCIDs noted that there is also a tremendous amount of traffic in the area
trying to get into I-285 eastbound at Peachtree Dunwoody Road.
o ARCADIS described the benefits the project would have on this access point: less traffic on the
I-285 mainline in this area due to the construction of the CD system, making access onto I-285
easier, as well as a longer on-ramp, which would increase vehicle storage capacity. The new
on-ramp would begin as two lanes, tapering to one lane before entering I-285 (existing on-ramp
is only one, relatively short lane). It was also noted that the Peachtree Dunwoody Road offramp would be much longer.
NSH asked if westbound access onto I-285 via Peachtree Dunwoody Road was being provided by the
project, stating that this access is desperately needed and is a major concern of the hospital. The lack of
westbound access at Peachtree Dunwoody Road is very confusing to hospital visitors. GDOT explained
that this access is not being provided due to the proximity of this interchange to the SR 400 system
interchange.
o PCIDs suggested that increased signage be installed to help with wayfinding for visitors exiting
the hospitals and wanting to access the interstate. NSH agreed this would be a good idea. It
was noted that the cities of Sandy Springs and Dunwoody would need to assist with this
signage.
NSH asked how construction would be staged over the approximately 4 years of construction activity.
GDOT explained that construction staging would largely be determined by the Design Build contractor, and
cannot be known at this time. However, it was noted that a lot of construction work would occur to the
outside of existing lanes, which would help to reduce traffic impacts during construction. In addition, it was
noted that emergency access would be provided on ramps at all times, and that no closure of consecutive
ramps simultaneously would be allowed. Lane closures on weekdays would be restricted to 9pm to 5am.
PCIDs discussed their proposed improvements to the Lake Hearn Drive/ Peachtree Dunwoody Road
intersection. PCIDs hopes to get a grant in the near future and plans to initiate construction of the
intersection project before the I-285/SR 400 interchange goes under construction. Construction of this
intersection would take approximately a year. PCIDs noted that the I-285/SR 400 Interchange design has
taken the proposed new Lake Hearn/ Peachtree Dunwoody Road intersection design into account.
NHS asked when the Northside Interchange Building and access would be affected, and when the parking
at this medical office building would be impacted. NSH also asked if GDOT would walk them through how
to mitigate the parking loss. GDOT explained that the ROW process is ongoing, but negotiations cannot
occur until after the NEPA document for the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project is approved,
which is expected in May 2015. During ROW negotiations, GDOT explained that ROW staff would help the
hospital through the mitigation process for parking impacts. NSH noted that the majority of hospital staff
enters through the Northside Interchange Building access point and parking lot and that it is critical for them
to know when this access will be affected.
NSH asked how the projects would help traffic flow on Peachtree Dunwoody Road. Currently, the hospitals
can’t get traffic off the campuses in the afternoon with the congestion on Peachtree Dunwoody Road and
the series of traffic signals on Peachtree Dunwoody Road north of the hospital campuses.
o The project team explained that, qualitatively, what is seen today is that a lot of people use the
side streets like Peachtree Dunwoody Road to avoid using the I-285/SR 400 interchange. The
project should relieve some of this traffic by making the interchange operate better and making
it a more desirable commute option. It was noted that the project would not reduce traffic with
destinations along Peachtree Dunwoody Road.
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PCIDs explained that GDOT looks at projects on a regional basis, and what impacts it would
have on the region. PCIDs, however, looks at projects on the local level. PCIDs sees the
following local impacts: increased storage capacity on the on- and off-ramps at Peachtree
Dunwoody Road, which will help traffic get off the side streets and onto the mainline quicker.
o GDOT also explained that a lot of ramp meter timing has to do with how the interstate is
operating: if the interstate is backed up, the ramp meters slow down to reduce the volume of
cars entering the interstate, which would have the effect of backing up the on-ramps and side
street. However, if the interstate is operating better, ramp meters can be sped up to relieve the
side streets quicker.
NSH asked about access to the hospital from southbound SR 400. Kimley-Horn explained that hospital
access from southbound SR 400 was not changing: the Glenridge Connector interchange is not changing,
and motorists can take the southbound SR 400 CD system to Ashford-Dunwoody Road (they would just
need to exit SR 400 sooner).
NSH noted that there is a need for hospital signs on the CD exits. Signage needs to be at an adequate
distance preceding the new exit ramps so that motorists can react in time. This used to be a real problem
along SR 400 (signs were too close to the exit, and people could not merge and exit in time), and was fixed
by GDOT.
GDOT described the meeting held with local emergency services (e.g., police, fire and rescue), but noted
that coordination with ambulance services had not yet occurred. GDOT asked NSH to provide a contact
person for ambulance services with whom to coordinate. Fiona Nemetz agreed to get a list of ambulance
services that service NSH to Mike Lobdell.
GDOT asked NSH about operations at the facility. NSH explained that most clinical staff works a 12 hour
shift (7am/7pm), so they arrive around 630am. Office staff begins work around 8am. In the afternoons,
Peachtree Dunwoody Road is heavily congested between 330pm and 6pm, and it backs up Hollis Cobb
Circle. Weekends are not a problem traffic-wise.
PCIDs mentioned that they are using the project to encourage commuters to consider using other
alternative modes of transportation, and discussed the Transportation Management Association (TMA),
which PCIDs has recently taken over.
Communications during construction was also discussed. GDOT, HNTB, and PCIDs discussed their roles in
communications during construction. NSH asked if a phone app had been considered so that residents and
employees could keep posted on construction activities/lane closures. PCIDs responded that there would
be an opportunity to look at that as an option.
o















HNTB confirmed that, in coordination with Georgia DOT Communications, weekly traffic impact updates
would be distributed to stakeholders and the public during construction and that a project website would
be established to provide all relevant information. This information will be provided to NSH on a weekly
basis to communicate to their employees and patrons. Communications will also work with NSH to assist
with any messaging or content that they need for their communications channels.

Action Items:
1. Fiona Nemetz (NSH) to provide Mike Lobdell a point of contact for NSH’s ambulance services.
2. GDOT will look at proposed hospital signage preceding the new exit ramps to make sure the signs are
at an adequate distance to allow motorists to exit in time.
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MEETING NOTES
Date: 04.8.15
Project: I-285/SR 400 Interchange (PI 0000784) and SR 400 C/D (721850-)
Purpose: Project discussion with Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital
Location: Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital
Time: 1:00 PM
Attending: Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital – John N. Banks
GDOT - Mike Lobdell
Arcadis – Shamir Poudel
Kimley-Horn (KHA) – Mike Rushing
HNTB – Cara Vodjani

I.

Introduction/Roles
A. Mike Lobdell opened, and described the roles various consultants are serving on the project.
B. Arcadis is developing the 285/400 Interchange costing plans and environmental document.
C. KHA is developing the SR 400 CD costing plans and environmental document.
D. HNTB is developing the procurement documents.
E. Mike mentioned the project will be delivered using a Design‐Build‐Finance (DBF) contract. Four
teams have been shortlisted.

II.

Schedule
A. The project is in the procurement phase, and is comprised of two projects (SR 400 CD and the I‐285
Interchange).
B. Proposals are due in September 2015, and award is anticipated in December 2015. NTP 1 is
anticipated in early 2016.
C. The project is anticipated to last 4+ years.

III.

Project Overviews and Access
A. Arcadis and KHA reviewed their respective projects.
B. Several access point modifications were reviewed.
o I‐285 EB/WB (Ashford Dunwoody Rd to Peachtree Dunwoody Rd)
o I‐285 WB (Glenridge Dr to Roswell Rd)
o SR 400 SB (Abernathy Rd to Hammond Dr)
C. Mike Lobdell mentioned that a meeting was held with emergency services personnel who were
concerned with those responders who don’t receive the exact location of an incident, and
inadvertently get into the wrong lane which could cause a delay of 5‐10 minutes to get to the
incident location. Mike Lobdell mentioned additional coordination will take place with emergency
responders.

IV.

Miscellaneous Items
A. Lane Closures – Allowable lane closures were briefly discussed.
o One lane on the ramps must remain open at all times, however temporary (overnight or on
weekends) ramp closures are being allowed.
o Lane closures generally are allowed at night, and over the weekend.
o Saint Joseph’s mentioned shifts generally occur at 7 am and 7 pm, but there are other
changeovers throughout the day.
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B. Communications and Communications Outreach – One of the most important elements of the
project is to clearly and regularly communicate traffic disruptions to the public and to the various
stakeholders [Perimeter Community Improvement District (PCID), Cities, Hospitals, etc…].
o All stakeholders, including the local government representatives, hospitals, emergency
services, etc… will all be included in discussions.
o Saint Joseph’s will be getting Mike Lobdell a contact for the ambulance service providers.
They will be included stakeholder discussions.
o Cara Vojdani confirmed that weekly traffic impact updates would be distributed to
stakeholders and the public during construction and that a project website would be
established to provide all relevant information. This information will be provided to Saint
Joseph’s on a weekly basis to communicate to their employees and patrons.
Communications will also work with Saint Joseph’s to assist with any messaging or content
that they need for their communications channels.
o St. Joseph’s will inform their communications department and involve them in future
coordination.
o Mike Lobdell mentioned that the PCID is a partner on the project and will advocate for
business owners during the design/construction phase of the contract. PCID will help be a
conduit to communicate project details.
C. Questions/Discussion Items – Saint Joseph’s raised some questions and discussion items during
the meeting.
o How will you enter and exit the project and get from 400 to Ashford Dunwoody? The
project team provided an overview of the project access points throughout I‐285 and SR
400.
o Will the existing ramp from Peachtree Dunwoody stay as is? Will you be able to go
westbound on Peachtree Dunwoody? Shamir Poudel explained that the ramp will stay the
same (no westbound access on Peachtree Dunwoody), but it will be more free‐flowing as a
result of the project.
o Saint Joseph’s Hospital indicated that it will be challenging during construction but that the
project will ultimately be good for the area.
o How will construction be handled? Mike Lobdell explained that the construction schedule
and plan will be the responsibility of the selected contractor. Georgia DOT will review and
approve this plan.
o Is the Lake Hearn and Peachtree Dunwoody work a precursor to this project? Mike Lobdell
confirmed that this Perimeter Community Improvement District project is being conducted
prior to the I‐285/SR 400 project and will complement it.
o Saint Joseph’s expressed concern about the current state of traffic and how construction
will add to it but also added that the PCID work has had a positive impact on Peachtree
Dunwoody. The project team highlighted construction impacts including when beams will
be set over I‐285.
o How will this improve travel? The project team stated that travel speeds have been
assessed, and drivers will see an improvement. The project will tie into existing capacity.
o The project team also explained that the contractor will be responsible for developing and
conducting construction communications outreach.
o Is there a bigger project that Georgia DOT has done? The project team explained that this
will be Georgia DOT’s largest and has the full support of the Governor.
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o
o

Are there talking points that you can provide? The project team responded that project
information materials will be provided and a project website will be available.
What are the next steps? The project team explained that we would follow‐up with
another meeting with the hospital leadership team as the project progresses. We will also
take the ambulance contacts and schedule additional emergency responders planning
meetings. Mike Lobdell explained that there will be a project office established in the
Perimeter area.

Action Items
A. None at this time.
This is our understanding of items discussed and decisions reached. Please contact us if there are changes
or additions.
cc: Ken Anderson (HNTB), Laurie Reed (HNTB), Patrick Capasse (HNTB), Robert Lewis (HNTB)

Page 3 of 3

APPENDIX B
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
Project NHS00-0000-00(784)
Fulton and DeKalb Counties
P.I. No. 0000784

Public Information Open Houses (August 19 & 21, 2014)


Public Information Open House Handout Packet



Public Information Open House Synopses



Comments Received from the Public



Georgia DOT Response Letter to Comments Received

I-285 AT SR 400 INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION
P.I. NO. 0000784
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
What are the goals of the project?
The proposed project aims to:


Reduce the substantial amount of vehicular weaving that occurs
along I-285 in the vicinity of the I-285/SR 400 interchange due to
the closely spaced interchanges in this area (Roswell Road,
Glenridge Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody Road, and Ashford
Dunwoody Road). This weaving currently results in congestion and
safety concerns in this area.

What is Vehicular Weaving?
Vehicular weaving refers to the
conflicts caused by travelers
trying to move across one or
more lanes (merging).



Improve ramp capacity at the I-285/SR 400 interchange. The existing ramp capacity is insufficient to
accommodate traffic demand, and leads to long queues approaching the interchange, which contributes
to the congestion and safety concerns in this area.



Improve deficiencies in the existing configuration of the I-285/SR 400 interchange.

What is the proposed project?
The proposed improvements would include construction of barrierseparated collector-distributor (CD) lanes along I-285 and SR 400,
reconstruction of existing ramps, new flyover bridges, as well as
reconstruction and widening of existing bridges in the interchange area.
Grade-separated, braided ramps (where one ramp crosses over the other)
would be constructed to eliminate conflicts between traffic entering and
exiting SR 400 and traffic entering and exiting the Roswell Road and
Ashford Dunwoody interchanges.

What is a Collector-Distributor
(CD) Lane?
A CD lane is a parallel, controlledaccess roadway that separates
through traffic from local traffic
that is entering and exiting the
freeway or interstate system. CD
lanes are typically used to reduce
vehicle conflicts associated with
weaving.

Along I-285, the proposed project would begin west of Roswell Road
and continue for a distance of approximately 4.3 miles, ending east of Ashford Dunwoody Road. Along SR
400, the proposed project would begin just south of the Glenridge Connector and extend north to the Hammond
Drive interchange area, where it would tie into an adjacent project (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850). The total
length of the proposed improvements along SR 400 is approximately 1.2 miles.
How does this project relate to other projects in the area?
The I-285/SR 400 interchange reconstruction project is designated a priority for the metro Atlanta region and is
being advanced through innovative project delivery efforts. An Environmental Assessment (EA) is being
completed for this stand-alone project. Additional improvements to the top end of I-285 are being examined
within the revive285 top end Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

The proposed I-285/SR 400 interchange reconstruction project would tie-into an adjacent project to construct
north-south CD lanes along SR 400 from Hammond Drive to just north of Spalding Drive (Georgia DOT P.I.
No. 721850). An EA/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was approved in 1998 for this CD lanes
project, and this EA/FONSI is currently being updated to account for changes to environmental resources and
traffic patterns since the 1998 approval.
The Georgia DOT is proposing to construct these two adjacent projects (the proposed I-285/SR 400 interchange
reconstruction project and the SR 400 CD Lanes project) as one Design-Build-Finance (DBF), Public-Private
Partnership (P3) in order to achieve maximum efficiency, economic benefit, and cost-effectiveness for the
region.
What specific types of operational improvements are being considered?
Some of the specific proposed improvements include:


New CD lanes paralleling I-285 eastbound, starting west of Roswell Road and ending east of Ashford
Dunwoody Road, would be constructed. These eastbound new CD lanes would provide access from I-285
eastbound to Glenridge Drive, SR 400, and Ashford Dunwoody Road. The following changes in travel
patterns would occur:
o Motorists traveling from I-285 eastbound wishing to access Glenridge Drive or SR 400 would exit
I-285 from a new off-ramp beginning west of Roswell Road.
o Motorists traveling from Roswell Road wishing to access SR 400 or Glenridge Drive would do so
using the new eastbound CD lanes.
o Motorists traveling from I-285 eastbound wishing to access Ashford Dunwoody Road would exit
I-285 from a new off-ramp beginning on I-285 just west of SR 400.
o Motorists traveling from SR 400 northbound and southbound wishing to access I-285 eastbound
would do so by way of the new I-285 eastbound CD lanes, which would merge with I-285 just east
of Ashford Dunwoody Road. A slip ramp would be constructed to allow SR 400 motorists to exit to
Ashford Dunwoody Road, if desired.



New CD lanes paralleling I-285 westbound, starting east of Ashford Dunwoody Road and ending west of
Roswell Road would be constructed. These westbound new CD lanes would provide access from I-285
westbound to Peachtree Dunwoody Road, SR 400, and Roswell Road. The following changes in travel
patterns would occur:
o Motorists traveling from I-285 westbound wishing to access Peachtree Dunwoody road or SR 400
would exit I-285 from a new off-ramp beginning just east of Ashford Dunwoody Road.
o Motorists traveling from Ashford Dunwoody Road wishing to access SR 400 would do so using the
new westbound CD lanes.
o Motorists traveling from I-285 westbound wishing to access Roswell Road would exit I-285 from a
new off-ramp beginning just east of SR 400.
o Motorists traveling from SR 400 northbound and southbound wishing to access I-285 westbound
and Roswell Road would do so by way of the new I-285 westbound CD lanes, which would merge
with I-285 west of Roswell Road.



The existing CD lanes along SR 400 northbound in the vicinity of the Glenridge Connector would be
widened under the proposed project, and would provide access to I-285 eastbound. However, motorists

wishing to travel to I-285 westbound would now need to exit SR 400 northbound just south of the Glenridge
Connector onto these existing SR 400 CD lanes.


The existing SR 400 northbound lanes under I-285 would be reconstructed to serve as northbound CD lanes
for motorists traveling from I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound and for motorists traveling from SR 400
northbound to I-285 westbound.



The northbound ramps from I-285 eastbound and westbound would tie into the adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes
project (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850) and continue north as CD lanes.



The new SR 400 CD system proposed under the adjacent Georgia DOT PI No. 721850 to carry SR 400
southbound traffic to I-285 eastbound and westbound would be extended south beginning around Hammond
Drive and tie to ramps heading towards I-285 eastbound and westbound.



Motorists traveling southbound on SR 400 wishing to exit to the Glenridge Connector would now exit just
north of I-285 and merge onto the existing SR 400 southbound CD lanes.

The newly improved Roswell Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road bridges would not be impacted, and the new
Diverging Diamond Interchange at Ashford Dunwoody Road would be retained.
Will the facility be tolled? How will the project be funded?
No, tolling is not proposed as part of this project. The proposed project would be funded using a combination of
federal, state, local, and private funds. As stated above, the Georgia DOT anticipates using a DBF P3 to
construct this project along with the adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes project to the north (Georgia DOT P.I. No.
721850). Under a DBF arrangement, the Georgia DOT would award a contract to a private firm (or consortium
of firms) for the design, construction, and partial (or full) financing of the project.
As currently envisioned, Georgia DOT would make payments to the private firm on a fixed payment schedule,
to be finalized as part of contract negotiations. During the project’s active construction time period, the
contractor would receive partial payment for work completed; the remainder of the payments would be deferred
until after the construction is completed, when GDOT would continue to make payments to the contractor on a
fixed, negotiated schedule until all expenses have been paid.
When will construction start, and how long will it last?
Construction is anticipated to start in 2016 and the reconstructed interchange is anticipated to be open to traffic
in 2019.
What is the cost of the project?
The Design-Build cost of the I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project is $725.9 million which
includes preliminary design, environmental approval, right of way acquisition, final design, construction, utility
relocations, developer Quality Control (QC)/Construction Engineering and Inspection (CEI), and insurance.
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Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Information Open House Comment Card
Project NHS00-0000-00(784), Fulton and DeKalb Counties, P.I. No. 0000784
August 19 and 21, 2014
Please print responses.
Name

______________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________
8/9 11 a.m.

Which meeting did you attend?
Do you support the project?

For

8/21 11 a.m.

Against

8/21 5 p.m.

Conditional

Uncommitted

Comments ___________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about this meeting?

Radio

Newspaper

Signs

Word of Mouth

Other _________________________________________
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

Yes

No

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.
________________________________________________________________________________
Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

Yes

No

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you. _______________________
Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel?

Yes

No

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

Yes

No

Please share your suggestions on improving the way GDOT conducts public meetings.

Mail To:
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Reconstrucción del Intercambio I-285 y SR 400
P.I. No. 0000784
Descripción del Proyecto
¿Cuáles son las metas del proyecto?
El proyecto propuesto sirve para:
•

Reducir considerablemente la cantidad de entrecruzamiento que ocurre en el I-285 y en las áreas
adyacentes del intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400 causado por los intercambios siendo espaciados
estrechamente (Roswell Road, Glenridge Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody Road, y Ashford
Dunwoody Road). El entrecruzamiento actual causa congestión y problemas de seguridad en esta área.

•

Mejorar la capacidad de las rampas de acceso en el intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400. La capacidad de
las rampas de acceso actuales son insuficientes para acomodar la demanda de tráfico y causa largas filas
acercándose al intercambio, que contribuyen a la congestión y problemas de seguridad.

•

Mejorar deficiencias en la configuración existente del intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400.

¿ Cuál es el proyecto propuesto?
Las reformas propuestas incluirán la construcción de carriles colectores de distribución (CD) separados por
barrera a lo largo de del I-285 y el SR 400, la reconstrucción de las rampas de salidas existentes, un puente de
paso elevado nuevo, y la reconstrucción y ampliación de puentes existentes en el área del intercambio. Rampas
trenzadas a desnivel (cuando una rampa cruza sobre la otra) serán construidas para eliminar conflictos entre el
tráfico entrando y saliendo del SR 400 y el tráfico entrando y saliendo del intercambio de Roswell Road y
Ashford Dunwoody Road.
El proyecto propuesto, a lo largo del I-285, empezaría al oeste de Roswell Road y continuaría por una distancia
de aproximadamente 4.3 millas, terminando al este de Ashford Dunwoody Road. El proyecto propuesto, a lo
largo del SR 400, empezaría al sur del Glenridge Connector y se extendería norte hasta el área del intercambio
de Hammond Drive, donde se conectaría a un proyecto adyacente (Georgia DOT P.I. No.721850). La longitud
total de las reestructuras propuestas a lo largo del SR 400 es aproximadamente 1.2 millas.
¿Qué es Entrecruzamiento?
Entrecruzamiento se refiere a los conflictos causados por motoristas tratando de cruzar varios carriles entre dos
vías.
¿Cómo este proyecto se relaciona con otros proyectos en el área?
El proyecto propuesto de la reconstrucción del intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400 esta designado como prioridad
para la región de Metro Atlanta y está siendo avanzado por métodos de ejecución de proyectos innovadores.
Una Evaluación Ambiental (EA) está siendo completada para este proyecto independiente. Avances adicionales
para la zona superior del I-285 están siendo examinados entre la Declaración de Impacto Ambiental (EIS) del
proyecto revive285 top end.
El proyecto propuesto de la reconstrucción del intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400 se conectará al proyecto
adyacente de construcción de carriles colectores de distribución del norte al sur a lo largo del SR 400 de
Hammond Drive hasta al norte de Spalding Drive (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850). Una Evaluación Ambiental
(EA) o un Descubrimiento de Impacto No Significativo (FONSI) fue aprobado en el 1998 para este proyecto de

carriles colectores de distribución. La EA o FONSI están en este momento en proceso de actualización para
tomar en cuenta los cambios a los recursos ambientales y patrones de tráfico desde que fueron aprobados en
1998.
El Georgia DOT propone construir estos dos proyectos adyacentes (el proyecto propuesto de la reconstrucción
del intercambio del I-285 y el SR 400, y el proyecto de carriles CD en el SR 400) como un DiseñoConstrucción-Financiación (DBF), Colaboración Público-Privada (P3) con el fin de lograr eficiencia máxima,
beneficio económico, y costo-efectividad para la región.
¿Qué son carriles colectores de distribución (CD)?
Un carril colector de distribución (CD), es un carril con acceso controlado que corre a lo paralelo de una
carretera, separando el tráfico directo del tráfico local que está entrando y saliendo del autopista o sistema
interestatal. Los carriles CD típicamente son usados para reducir conflictos vehiculares asociado con el
entrecruzamiento.
¿Qué tipos de mejoras operacionales están siendo consideradas?
Unas de las propuestas mejoras son:
•

Se construirán nuevos carriles CD corriendo paralelo en dirección este en el I-285, empezando al oeste
de Roswell Road y terminando al este de Ashford Dunwoody Road. Estos carriles CD corriendo hacia
el este brindarían acceso a el I-285 este hacia Glenridge Drive, SR 400, y Ashford Dunwoody Road.
Los siguientes cambios hacia los modelos de tráfico ocurrirían:
o
o
o
o

•

Los motoristas transitando en el I-285 este, deseando acceder Glenridge Drive o SR 400,
transitarían fuera del I-285 en una nueva rampa de acceso al oeste de Roswell Road.
Los motoristas transitando en Roswell Road, deseando acceder al SR 400 o Glenridge Drive,
usarían los nuevos carriles CD que van en dirección este.
Los motoristas transitando en el I-285 este, deseando acceder Ashford Dunwoody Road,
transitarían fuera del I-285 usando una nueva rampa de acceso en el I-285 al oeste del SR 400.
Los motoristas transitando en el SR 400 en dirección norte o sur, deseando acceder el I-285
hacia el este, lo harían vía los nuevos carriles CD en el I-285 hacia el este, lo cual se unen al I285 al este de Ashford Dunwoody Road. Una rampa de acceso seria construida para proveer a
los motoristas transitando en el SR 400 salida hacia Ashford Dunwoody Road.

Se construirán nuevos carriles CD paralelo en dirección con el I-285 oeste, empezando en Ashford
Dunwoody Road y terminando al oeste de Roswell Road. Estos carriles CD en dirección hacia el oeste
ofrecerán al tránsito del I-285 acceso a Peachtree Dunwoody Road, SR 400, y a Roswell Road. Los
siguientes cambios hacia los modelos de tráfico ocurrirían:
o

o
o
o

Los motoristas transitando en el I-285 oeste, deseando acceder a Peachtree Dunwoody Road o
el SR 400, transitarían fuera del I-285 usando una nueva rampa de acceso al este de Ashford
Dunwoody Road.
Los motoristas transitando en Ashford Dunwoody Road, deseando acceder el SR 400, lo podrán
hacer usando los nuevos carriles CD en dirección oeste.
Los motoristas transitando en el I-285 oeste, deseando acceder Roswell Road, transitarían fuera
del I-285 usando una nueva rampa de acceso al este del SR 400.
Los motoristas transitando el SR 400 en ambas direcciones norte y sur, deseando acceder el
I-285 oeste o Roswell Road, lo podrán hacer usando los nuevos carriles CD en dirección oeste,
que se fusiona con el I-285 al oeste de Roswell Road.

•

Los carriles CD existentes a lo largo del SR 400 en dirección hacia el norte, cerca del Glenridge
Connector, se expandirán vía el proyecto propuesto y facilitarán acceso al I-285 este. Pero, los
motoristas deseando transitar por el I-285 oeste, ahora tendrían que salir del SR 400 norte, al sur del
Glenridge Connector hacia los carriles CD existentes en el SR 400.

•

Los carriles existentes del SR 400 norte que transitan bajo el I-285 serán reconstruidos para servir como
carriles CD en dirección norte para los motoristas transitando en el I-285 este hacia el SR 400 norte y
los motoristas transitando el SR 400 norte hacia el I-285 oeste.

•

Las rampas en dirección hacia el norte del I-285 este y oeste se conectaran al proyecto adyacente de los
carriles CD del SR 400 (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850) y continuaran hacia el norte como carriles CD.

•

El nuevo sistema de carriles CD del SR 400, propuesto bajo el proyecto adyacente Georgia DOT P.I.
No. 721850, llevara el tráfico del SR 400 sur hacia el I-285 este y oeste y será expandido hacia el sur
empezando en el área de Hammond Drive y se conectara con las rampas que transitan hacia el I-285 este
y oeste.

•

Los motoristas transitando en el SR 400 sur, deseando acceder el Glenridge Connector, ahora tendrían
que usar la salida al norte del I-285 y fusionar con los carriles CD existentes en el SR 400.

Los puentes nuevamente renovados de Roswell Road y Ashford Dunwoody Road no serán impactados, y se
preservara el Intercambio Diamante Divergente localizado en Ashford Dunwoody Road.
¿Se pagara peaje en las nuevas facilidades? ¿Come se financiará el proyecto?
Colección de peaje no está propuesta a ser parte de este proyecto. El proyecto propuesto será financiado usando
una combinación de fondos federales, estatales, locales y privados. Como se ha indicado, el Georgia DOT
anticipa usar un DBF P3 para construir este proyecto en conjunto con el proyecto adyacente de carriles CD del
SR 400 (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850). Bajo un acuerdo DBF, el Georgia DOT concederá un contrato a una
empresa privada (o un consorcio de empresas privadas) para el diseño, construcción, y financiamiento parcial
(o completo) del proyecto.
Según se prevé en este momento, el Georgia DOT haría pagos a una empresa privada en un plan de pago fijo
para ser finalizado como parte de negociaciones de contrato. Durante el período de construcción del proyecto,
el contratista recibiría pagos parciales hasta que la construcción este completa, luego GDOT negociará un plan
de pagos fijo, con el contratista, hasta que todos los gastos estén pago.
¿Cuándo comenzaría, y cuánto tiempo duraría la construcción?
Se calcula que la construcción daría comienzo en el 2016 y se anticipa la inauguración del intercambio
reconstruido para el 2019.
¿Cuál es el costo del proyecto?
El costo de Diseño-Construcción del proyecto Reconstrucción del Intercambio del I-285 en el SR 400 es de
$725.9 millones, lo cual incluye diseño preliminar, aprobación ambiental, adquisición del derecho de paso,
diseño final, construcción, reubicación de servicios públicos, Control de Calidad (QC) e Ingeniería de
Construcción e Inspección (CEI), y el seguro.
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Departamento de Transportación de Georgia
Tarjeta de Comentarios de la Reunión de Información Pública
Proyecto NHS00-0000-00(784), Condados de Fulton y DeKalb, P.I. No. 0000784
19 y 21 de agosto del 2014
Por favor escriba en letra imprenta.
Nombre ______________________________________________________________________________
Dirección _____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Correo Electrónico: ____________________________________________________________________
¿Cuáles reuniones atendió?
¿Usted apoya este proyecto?

8/9 11 a.m.
A Favor

8/21 11 a.m.
En Contra

8/21 5 p.m.
Probable

Incierto(a)

Comentarios __________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
¿Cómo se enteró de la reunión?

Radio

Periódico

Rotulo

Palabra Oral

Otro _________________________________________
¿Fue conveniente para usted el lugar de la reunión?

Sí

No

Si no, por favor sugiera una ubicación general más conveniente para su comunidad.
________________________________________________________________________________
¿Fue el horario de la reunión conveniente para usted?

Sí

No

Si no, por favor sugiera un horario más conveniente para usted. _______________________
¿Fueron sus preguntas contestadas por los representantes de GDOT?

Sí

No

¿Entiende los detalles del proyecto después de asistir la reunión?

Sí

No

Comparta sus sugerencias de cómo mejorar la forma en que GDOT conduzca sus reuniones públicas.

Envié al:
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Benton-Hooks, Carla <cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov>
Friday, August 22, 2014 2:41 PM
Clowers, Marlo; McMurry, Russell; Bowman, Glenn; Patel, Hiral; Duff, Eric; Brown, Rachel;
Spear, David
Stevens, Robin
0000784 - I-285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project PIOH
Synopsis

Good afternoon,
Below you will find a brief synopsis of the Public Information Open House (PIOH) Meetings held on Tuesday August 19th
from 11‐1, and Thursday August 21st from 11‐1 and 5‐7 for the I‐285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction
Project .
Please let me know if you have questions or concerns
Thank you.

Brief Project Description
Date of Open House
Number in Attendance
Officials in Attendance (list
name and title)

I‐285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
August 19, 2014
End of Comment Period
September 5, 2014
113
Yvonne Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer, Perimeter Community
Improvement Districts
Billy Grogan, City Manager, City of Dunwoody
Mike Davis, City of Dunwoody
Alvin Gutierrez, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Jennifer Giersch, FHWA
Chris Chovan, Division Manager, Transportation Planning Division, City of Roswell
Rob Dell‐Ross, City Project Manager, City of Roswell
Greg Nicolas, Engineering and Design, City of Roswell
Andrew Antweiler, Transportation Planning Division, City of Roswell
Steve Foote, Director of Community Development, City of Dunwoody
Kristen Wescott, Transportation Planning, Public Works Division, City of Sandy Springs
Lynn Deutsch, City Council Post 5, City of Dunwoody,
Michael Smith, Director of Public Works, City of Dunwoody
Media in Attendance
Chuck Roberts, News Radio 106‐7
Mike Petchenik, WSB
Lawrence McDonald, CBS 46
Kim McCarthy, WSB
Joe Earle, Reporter Newspapers
Mike Zakel, WXIA‐TV
Comment Breakdown (for comments provided at the Open House)
For
7
Conditional
5
Uncommitted
1
Against
0
Major concerns:
Several commenters expressed concerns about noise and requested sound walls along I‐285
as part of the project. Other comments included:
 Request that an East‐West MARTA connection (from Cobb Galleria to SR
400/285/Perimeter area and an extension of the North Springs MARTA line be
1

Prepared by (include
firm’s name if applicable):

considered.
 A comment that the adjacent SR 400 CD project to the north is essential for the
interchange reconstruction to function as proposed.
 Request that trails/paths connecting the Sandy Springs, Brookhaven, and Dunwoody
communities be considered as part of the project to offer additional transportation
choices.
 Concern about visual impacts from removal of trees along I‐285 along residential
areas.
 Request for a reduced design that did not affect neighboring/adjacent I‐285 service
interchanges, and felt that the proposed improvements would confuse drivers to
the point of causing additional congestion along I‐285 and neighborhoods within
the project area.
 A comment that reconstruction of the interchange is vital for the Perimeter area to
continue to grow and provide a better quality of life for residents
Robin Stevens, ARCADIS

Brief Project Description
Date of Open House

I‐285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
August 21, 2014 (11am to End of Comment Period
September 5, 2014
1 pm)
Number in Attendance
74
Officials in Attendance (list Jim Riticher, City Council Post 2, City of Dunwoody
name and title)
Tom Black, Director of Public Works, City of Johns Creek
Media in Attendance
Dick William, Dunwoody Crier
Comment Breakdown (for comments provided at the Open House)
For
6
Conditional 6
Uncommitted 4
Against
1
Major concerns:
Several commenters expressed concerns about noise and requested sound walls along I‐
285 as part of the project. Several commenters noted that they feel the project would
result in an improvement to weaving and congestion in the corridor. Other comments
included:
 One commenter expressed concern about having to weave across Hammond
Drive traffic in the CD lane when traveling south on SR 400.
 Several commenters expressed concerns about safety at the Georgetown
Recreation Club after project construction, since the CD lanes would be much
closer to the Club (e.g., from flying debris from the road). Several commenters
were concerned that the project might require displacement of the pool at this
Club. Additionally, several commenters were concerned about noise impacts to
this private recreation area, and want a noise barrier constructed here.
 Concerns about noise during construction. Would GDOT consider putting up a
noise wall before construction started?
 Request that a timeline with various phases of the project be presented to the
public.
 One commenter noted that advanced notice of construction would be
important in the area so that firms can advertise alternate routes and commute
modes to employees depending on which road is actively being worked on
during construction.
 One commenter expressed concerns about the lack of westbound access via I‐
285 from Glenridge Drive to Roswell Road, and the resulting increase in traffic
2

on Hammond Drive to access Roswell Road.
Prepared by (include firm’s Robin Stevens, ARCADIS
name if applicable):

Brief Project Description
Date of Open House

I‐285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
August 21, 2014 (5pm to 7 End of Comment Period
September 5, 2014
pm)
Number in Attendance
97
Officials in Attendance (list Yvonne Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer, Perimeter Community
name and title)
Improvement Districts
Representative Tom Taylor, State House of Representatives District 79
Jim Riticher, City Council Post 2, City of Dunwoody
David Haynes, Senior Principal Planner, Atlanta Regional Commission
Rebecca Williams, City Council District 1, City of Brookhaven
Jennifer Giersch, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Media in Attendance
Joe Earle, Reporter Newspapers
Comment Breakdown (for comments provided at the Open House)
For
13
Conditional 8
Uncommitted 0
Against
0
*One commenter did not express an opinion.
Major concerns:
[Several commenters expressed concerns about noise and requested sound walls along
I‐285 as part of the project. Several commenters noted that they feel the project would
result in an improvement in congestion in the corridor. Other comments included:
 Several commenters expressed concerns about safety at the Georgetown
Recreation Club after project construction, since the CD lanes would be much
closer to the Club. Additionally, several commenters were concerned about
noise impacts to this private recreation area, and want a noise barrier
constructed here.
 Concerns about construction traffic delays and increased traffic on surrounding
surface streets during construction as motorists try to avoid the construction
zones.
 Request that the Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection be improved prior
to construction of the project to be able to accommodate the increased traffic
generated at this intersection by construction.
 Concern that the proposed improvements on I‐285 would be confusing to
motorists.
 Concern about reducing the vegetative “buffer” between the interstate and
surrounding residences through clearing for the project.
 Concerns about visual impacts from sound barriers at residences along the
corridor.
 Concerns about depreciated home values due to noise impacts and visual
impacts from retaining and other walls.
 Request that retaining walls used be consistent with the historic character of the
surrounding community.
 Concern about westbound traffic from Chamblee Dunwoody Road conflicting
with traffic exiting at the new location of the Ashford‐Dunwoody Road off‐ramp.
 Concerns about noise impacts to the Glenridge Forest community’s
pool/recreation area.
 Concern about peak‐hour impacts on Hammond Drive; there need to be
3

additional routes for traffic exiting the Perimeter Center and Roswell Road areas
 Concerns about the sufficiency of one‐lane exits in some proposed locations.
 A request for a Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI) at SR 400/Abernathy
Road.
Prepared by (include firm’s Robin Stevens, ARCADIS
name if applicable):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Carla Benton-Hooks
Environmental Scheduler
Georgia Department of Transportation
Office of Environmental Services
One Georgia Center
600 West Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor
Atlanta, GA 30308
Phone: (404) 631-1415
mailto:cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov

Georgia DOT provides technical expertise to support the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project (SHEP) which will help to
create more than 11,000 jobs in the Southeast and nationally, reduce shipping costs by $213 million a year, provide $174
million in annual net benefits—yielding a $5.5 return for each dollar invested. The expanded harbor will accommodate
larger vessels that are the new standard in global shipping. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans

4

Commenter #(s)

Comment

Response

GDOT OFFICE: ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted for the project, which will
identify traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and evaluate the
reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement measures (including noise
barriers) in accordance with Georgia DOT’s “Highway Noise Abatement Policy for
Federal-Aid Projects. If a noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and
feasible in the area of your property/community, a meeting will be held with your
community during the final design process to determine your community’s desire for
such abatement. Final location and design of noise abatement measures would be
determined by the Design-Build contractor during final design. Maintenance needs for
the existing walls have been noted and will be forwarded to Emanuel Jackson, the
Georgia DOT’s District 7 Maintenance Engineer, who can be reached at (770) 986-1057.
The Georgetown Recreation Club is not proposed to be displaced/relocated as a result of
This
project
will
significantly
and
14, 17b, 18a, 22b, 23a,
this project. In addition, no right-of-way (ROW) or easements are currently proposed
negatively impact the Georgetown
36a, 42, 60, 61, 73,
from
the Recreation Club for the project. Under the proposed project, the I-285
Recreation
Club.
We
are
concerned
about
74b, 75b, 76b, 77b,
78b, 80b, 81b, 82, 83b, noise impacts and safety (e.g., from flying westbound exit to Ashford Dunwoody Road is proposed to be relocated to the vicinity of
the Georgetown Recreation Club, which would move the roadway slightly closer (+/- 20
debris from the road) at the Georgetown
84b, 85c, 86b, 87b,
Recreation Club after project construction, feet) to the existing Georgia DOT ROW line compared to existing conditions. A
88b, 89b, 90b, 91b,
roadside barrier, which may include a guard rail or a concrete barrier would likely be
since the collector-distributor (CD) lanes
92a, 93a, 96b, 97a,
would be much closer to the Club. We are included to prevent vehicles and other debris leaving the roadway.
98b, 99b, 100a, 102a,
also concerned about health effects of
103c, 104b, 105a,
As discussed above, a Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for this project,
vehicle emissions at the recreation club.
106b, 107a, 108b,
which will evaluate traffic-related noise at the Georgetown Recreation Club and the
We
are
also
concerned
that
the
project
109a, 110b, 111b, 112,
potential for noise abatement, if it is warranted. If a noise abatement measure is found
might require displacement of the pool at
113b, 114b, 115b,
to be reasonable and feasible in the area of the recreation club, a meeting will be held
this
Club.
116b, 117b, 118b, 119,
with the community during the final design process to determine the community’s desire
120b, 121b, 122b,
for such abatement. A noise abatement measure such as a noise barrier could act as an
124b, 125b, 21c, 126b,
additional buffer between the I-285 and the Recreation Club.
127, 128a, 129b, 130b,
131b, 132b, 133b,
In addition, an Air Quality Impact Assessment is being conducted for the project, which
134b, 136b, 138b,
will analyze vehicular emissions anticipated from projected future traffic volumes along
2, 3a, 5a, 6, 13a, 16a,
17a, 18b, 19a, 22a,
23b, 29, 30, 31, 33a,
34, 39b, 44, 49, 54,
59b, 60, 62a, 63b, 64,
65, 66b, 67, 72a, 90a,
94d, 103a, 105b, 107b,
123b, 131d, 141

Are noise levels being studied as part of
the project? I am concerned about noise
levels and would like sound walls
constructed in the vicinity of my property
and community (including our recreation
areas) as part of the project. Some of the
existing sound walls in the area are failing
and have trees growing through them.

139b, 140b, 142b,
143b

the corridor. The project will be evaluated for compliance with state and federal air
quality standards, which are designed to protect human health. Once completed, these
Air Quality and Noise Impact studies will be summarized in the Environmental
Assessment (EA) being prepared for this project. The Georgia DOT will advertise the
availability of the Draft EA once it is completed and approved by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), and will hold a Public Hearing Open House (PHOH) to solicit
public input on the findings of the EA.

19b

I am concerned about noise during
construction. Would Georgia DOT
consider putting up a noise barrier before
roadway construction starts?

Unfortunately, it would not be practical to install noise abatement measures (where
determined feasible and reasonable by the Noise Impact Assessment) at the beginning of
construction. Noise abatement measures, such as noise barriers, are typically proposed
at either the future roadway shoulder edge or at the proposed ROW line, depending on
the road design. Noise abatement measures that are built next to the edge of the
proposed roadway require construction sequencing where the abatement measure is
placed last because the roadway needs to be built up first. For this project, many noise
abatement measures would need to be constructed on top of proposed retaining walls,
which would make the early construction of such abatement measures infeasible.

33b, 35b, 39c

I am concerned about visual impacts from
noise barriers and retaining walls from our
house. I would like any proposed noise
barriers and retaining walls to be within
the historic nature of my community.

Visual impacts due to potential noise barrier and retaining wall construction are being
evaluated as part of the environmental review process. In historic neighborhoods, visual
impacts from project construction are being analyzed under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act in an Assessment of Effects report. Once completed, this
report will be reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and
concurrence on the findings of the report will be obtained from the SHPO. The findings
of this report will be summarized in the project’s EA.
If a noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and feasible in the area of your
property/community, a meeting will be held with your community during the final
design process to determine your community’s desire for such abatement. During this
meeting, there may be some opportunity for your community to provide input into the
aesthetic design of the abatement measure.

70c

Any environmental impacts have been
downplayed.

An EA, which analyzes the project’s impacts on the social, natural, cultural, and
physical environments, is being developed for this project. As part of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, the Georgia DOT will advertise the
availability of the Draft EA once it is completed and approved by the FHWA, and will
hold a PHOH to solicit public input on the findings of the EA. The Draft EA will be
available for public review at the Georgia DOT Office of Environmental Services
located at One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor, Atlanta, GA
30308, and will be available for review at the PHOH. In addition, a copy of the EA can
be obtained by contacting the Georgia DOT’s Office of Environmental Services at (404)
631-1100.

12

Reconstruction of the interchange is vital
for the Perimeter area to continue to grow
and provide a better quality of life for
residents.

The effects of the proposed interchange reconstruction on economics and communities
will be evaluated as part of the EA being prepared for the project.

5b, 36b, 39a

I am concerned about the visual impacts
from removal of trees along I-285 in the
vicinity of my house. These trees provide
a barrier between our house and the
interstate. Please consider walls where
appropriate.

Removal of trees and other vegetation within the existing and proposed ROW and
easement areas would be necessary for project construction, and could change some
views towards the interstate. Retaining walls are proposed along the majority of the
project corridor to minimize the amount of additional ROW or easement necessary for
the project.

59c

We are concerned about the odor from the
highway at our house.

Most residential areas would not experience major visual changes from the proposed
roadway improvements either because there would still be dense vegetation remaining
on the residential property (outside of the proposed ROW and easement areas) to serve
as a visual buffer between the residence and the interstate, or because the existing
vegetation is not dense enough to visually shield I-285 from the adjacent land use. In
such areas, I-285 already is a dominant feature of the landscape.
A full air quality impact assessment is being completed for this project, which will
analyze vehicular emissions expected from the proposed project. The project will be
evaluated for compliance with state and federal air quality standards.

Please hold one of your next public
74c, 75d, 76d, 22e,
meetings at the Georgetown Recreation
77d, 78d, 80d, 81d,
Club.
83c, 84d, 85e, 86d,
88c, 88d, 89d, 92f, 93f,
100b, 103e, 104c,
105d, 110d, 113c,
114c, 115c, 116c,
118d, 124c, 125c,
126d, 128c, 132f, 133f,
102f, 134f, 136c, 139f,
140f, 142f , 143f

85f, 92b, 93b, 108d,
131a, 132a, 133a,
102b, 134a, 139a,
140a, 142a, 143a

The project will directly impact the
Historic Georgetown Subdivision.

85g, 92c, 93c, 131c,
132c, 133c, 102c,
134c, 139c, 140c,
142c, 143c

I did not know that an EA was being
prepared for the project. The NEPA
process is supposed to reach out to
impacted parties and develop mitigation
measures to identified impacts. The
Georgetown Recreation Club will be
significantly impacted by the proposed
project. Unless the issues we have
identified are mitigation to a less than
significant level, we will challenge the
DOT to proceed with an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), as we feel that
this is the correct path to follow on this

The Georgia DOT will hold a PHOH to solicit public input on the findings of the EA
once the Draft EA has been approved by FHWA. The location of the PHOH has yet to
be determined.
As part of the EA process, a Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for the
project, which will identify traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and
evaluate the potential for noise abatement. If a noise abatement measure is found to be
feasible in the area of your community, a meeting will be held with your community
during the final design process to determine your community’s desire for such
abatement. The Georgetown Recreation Club can be a potential location to hold this
meeting.
Please contact us if there is additional information we can provide to you regarding this
project. Our contact information is provided at the end of this letter.
The proposed project is not expected to require ROW or easements from the National
Register-eligible Georgetown Subdivision Historic District. Noise and visual impacts to
this neighborhood are being analyzed under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act in an Assessment of Effects report. Once completed, this report will be
reviewed by the SHPO and concurrence on the findings of the report will be obtained
from the SHPO. The findings of this report will be summarized in the project’s EA.
Public outreach that has been conducted to date for the EA has consisted of three public
information open house (PIOH) meetings with the general public. Due to the regional
use of this interchange, the PIOHs were advertised in the legal organs for the three
surrounding counties (Cobb, Fulton, and DeKalb), as well as on a radio news channel.
The PIOHs were advertised in a metro-Atlanta Spanish language newspaper, Mundo
Hispanico. Additionally, Perimeter Community Improvements Districts announced the
PIOHs to subscribers of their e-mail newsletter.
The EA is analyzing the impacts of the proposed project on the social, natural, cultural,
and physical environments, including impacts on the residents and communities along
the corridor. The Georgia DOT will advertise the availability of the Draft EA once it is
completed and approved by the FHWA, and will hold a PHOH to solicit public input on
the findings of the EA. The Draft EA will be available for public review at the Georgia

project.

DOT Office of Environmental Services located at One Georgia Center, 600 West
Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308, and will be available for review at
the PHOH. If it is determined by the Georgia DOT and FHWA that a significant impact
would occur as a result of the project, then the project would be elevated to an
Environmental Impact Statement.

GDOT OFFICE: PLANNING
3b, 13b

An East-West MARTA connection (from
Cobb Galleria to SR 400/285/Perimeter
area) and an extension of the North
Springs MARTA line should be
considered.

The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) is currently studying a
high-capacity transit extension along SR 400 between the Perimeter Center area near the
I-285/SR 400 interchange north to McGinnis Ferry Road. An Alternatives Analysis for
this project is currently underway. Funding for this transit expansion is included in the
Atlanta region’s long-range transportation plan (LRTP) as AR-470 in the fiscal year
(FY) 2031-2040 timeframe. More information on this initiative can be obtained by
visiting the project’s website at http://www.itsmarta.com/north-line-400-corr.aspx.
Other MARTA-related questions or concerns can be directed to MARTA’s customer
service at (404) 848-5000 or custserv@itsmarta.com.
In addition, the Georgia DOT’s revive285 top end project is currently studying
improvements to the I-285 top end corridor between I-75 and I-85. Part of this effort
includes the potential for ROW preservation for future transit (bus rapid transit or light
rail transit) along the I-285 top end, including between Cobb Galleria and the Perimeter
area. Funding for ROW preservation along I-285 from Cobb Galleria to Perimeter
Center is listed as AR-409A in the Atlanta region’s LRTP and is included in the FY
2031-2040 timeframe. Neither construction funding for transit facilities nor operating
funds for transit service are included in the financially constrained plan.

50b

The Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive
intersection should be improved as
planned prior to construction of the project
to be able to accommodate the increased
traffic generated at this intersection by
construction.

While the Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection may experience additional traffic
during construction of the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project (as
motorists try to avoid the construction zone), this increase is expected to subside once
the construction is completed. The City of Sandy Springs has a planned project to
improve the Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection. This project would correct the
existing angled approaches at this intersection, add and/or modify turn lanes, and add
pedestrian facilities. Construction of this project is currently scheduled for 2019.

56

We would like a traffic light at the south
entrance to our condo complex (at
Dunwoody Springs Drive and Peachtree
Dunwoody Road), as traffic back-ups
along Peachtree Dunwoody Road in this
area make egress from our complex
extremely difficult.

Thank you for your comment. Peachtree Dunwoody Road is under the jurisdiction of
the City of Sandy Springs. Your comment will be forwarded to the City for evaluation.

9

Traffic flow on surface streets feeding I285, SR 400, and the Perimeter area needs
to be addressed.

Thank you for your comment. The surface streets are under the jurisdictions of the cities
of Sandy Springs, Dunwoody, and Brookhaven. Your comment will be forwarded to
these cities for their evaluation.

57

The money that will be spent on the
interchange reconstruction would be better
spent on mass transit or on improvements
to existing surface streets. Building a new
interchange will not solve the traffic
problem.

Mass transit and surface street improvements would not satisfy the operational and
safety improvement needs of this project. The purposes of the proposed project are to
address the weaving issues approaching the I-285/SR 400 interchange, increase ramp
capacity at the interchange, and improve some geometric deficiencies at the existing
interchange, thereby reducing congestion and the potential for accidents in this area.
The surface streets are under the jurisdictions of the cities of Sandy Springs, Dunwoody,
and Brookhaven. Your comment will be forwarded to these cities for their evaluation.
In addition, as discussed above, MARTA is currently studying a high-capacity transit
extension along SR 400 between the Perimeter Center area near the I-285/SR 400
interchange north to McGinnis Ferry Road. More information on this initiative can be
obtained by visiting the project’s website at http://www.itsmarta.com/north-line-400corr.aspx.

62b

Protecting greenspace should be
considered as part of the project. Sandy
Springs and Perimeter Community
Improvement Districts should take
advantage of this opportunity to connect
greenspace to the currently underway
PATH400 project in Buckhead.

Inclusion of greenspace and trails is not within the scope of the proposed I-285/SR 400
Interchange Reconstruction project. Georgia DOT is willing to work with local
governments to help bring their greenspace and multi-use trail projects to fruition, as
part of a separate project or action.

GDOT OFFICE: TRAFFIC
15, 21a, 32d

The project appears to solve major
congestion and weaving issues on I-285
and SR 400.

The project aims to address the weaving issues approaching the I-285/SR 400
interchange, increase ramp capacity at the interchange, and improve some geometric
deficiencies at the existing interchange, thereby reducing congestion and the potential
for crashes in this area.

32c

I am concerned about peak-hour traffic
impacts on Hammond Drive; there need to
be additional routes for traffic exiting the
Perimeter Center and Roswell Road areas.

The proposed project would improve traffic operations along I-285 within the project
limits (from Roswell Road to Ashford Dunwoody Road) during peak traffic periods and
non-peak traffic periods, making this a more viable route for east-west traffic in the area,
including traffic exiting Perimeter Center and Roswell Road. Improved traffic
operations along I-285, in turn, are expected to improve operations at existing service
interchanges within the project area.

70a

If the proposed eastbound CD lanes merge
with I-285 traffic in the same area as
traffic exiting to Chamblee Dunwoody
Road, this will create a traffic mess.

The proposed eastbound CD lanes in this area would tie to an existing auxiliary lane
between Ashford Dunwoody Road and Chamblee Dunwoody Road. The proposed
project would cause the segment of I-285 eastbound between Ashford Dunwoody Road
and Chamblee Dunwoody Road to operate somewhat worse in the future than would be
expected if the project were not constructed, largely due to increased vehicle throughput
(i.e., more vehicles able to reach this segment because of the removal of the bottleneck
at the I-285/SR 400 interchange). However, this effect would only occur over a short
distance of I-285 eastbound; east of Chamblee Dunwoody Road, I-285 eastbound would
operate acceptably in the design year. In addition, when looking at the entire project
area as a whole, the proposed project offers substantial benefits in terms of safety and
improved travel times. Based on preliminary traffic analysis, the proposed project
would provide substantial travel time improvements along I-285 eastbound from
Riverside Drive to Chamblee Dunwoody Road.

8, 37

The proposed improvements do not need
to include all of the neighboring
entrance/exit ramps, just the I-285/SR 400
interchange. The proposal will be too
confusing to motorists, which will worsen
congestion on the interstate and cause
more traffic in neighborhood streets.

Currently, there is substantial weaving (vehicular conflicts caused by vehicles changing
lanes) along I-285 leading up to the I-285/SR 400 interchange, which is caused by the
high number of closely spaced interchanges in this area. The proposed project aims to
reduce the number of access points along the I-285 mainline in the project area, and
improve the spacing between access points. Signage will be installed to alert motorists
of the new exit points, including the CD systems. With improvements to the interchange
area, the interchange is expected to become a more viable option for motorists, which

should reduce cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets surrounding the interchange
area.
55, 58

Both the I-285 westbound and I-285
eastbound ramps to SR 400 northbound
need to be three lanes; two lanes will be
inadequate for traffic growth over the next
30 years.

A traffic study was conducted for the proposed project, which looked at a 20-year design
period and associated traffic growth. This study determined that two-lane ramps would
meet current the design criteria for the projected future volumes on these ramps.

26

I am concerned that there will be no access
to Roswell Road from Glenridge Drive by
heading west on I-285 after the project is
constructed. This will result in a large
increase in traffic on Hammond Drive to
access Roswell Road.

After construction of the project, traffic leaving Glenridge Drive to access I-285
westbound would not be able access the Roswell Road exit via I-285 (however, vehicles
would still be able to access I-285 from Glenridge Drive). Vehicles wishing to make this
trip would have the options to use Hammond Drive to the north or Glenridge Drive to
the south to access Roswell Road. Due to the existing connectivity between Glenridge
Drive and Roswell Road, a review of traffic data for the area shows that very few
vehicles currently use the I-285 westbound lanes to travel between these two roads. In
addition, providing this local access connection would likely result in greater impacts to
the National Register eligible Glenridge Forest-Hammond Hills Historic District, located
on the north side of I-285 in this area.

32a

I am concerned about westbound traffic on
I-285 from Chamblee Dunwoody Road
conflicting with traffic exiting at the new
location of the Ashford-Dunwoody Road
off-ramp.

While the proposed project would move the exit ramp to Ashford Dunwoody Road
closer to the Chamblee Dunwoody Road on-ramp, the distance between these two ramps
greatly exceeds the minimum required spacing. In addition, an auxiliary lane exists
between Chamblee Dunwoody Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road in this area, which
acts like a long exit lane so that weaving from the entering and exiting traffic can occur
over a longer distance. Based on preliminary traffic analysis, I-285 westbound between
Chamblee Dunwoody Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road would operate acceptably (at
or near free-flow conditions) in the design year (2039) with the proposed improvements.

GDOT OFFICE: ROADWAY DESIGN/INNOVATIVE DELIVERY
32b

I am concerned that one-lane exits in some At the I-285/SR 400 interchange, single-lane ramps are proposed for the I-285 eastbound
proposed locations may not be sufficient.
and westbound to SR 400 southbound movements and for the SR 400 northbound to I285 east- and westbound movements. A traffic study was conducted for the proposed
project, which looked at a 20-year design period and associated traffic growth. This
study determined that single-lane ramps would meet current the design criteria for the

projected future volumes on these ramps. The exception to this would be the I-285
westbound to SR 400 southbound ramp, which would reach capacity (i.e., when traffic
demand for the ramp equals the space available on the ramp) in Year 2032 during the
morning peak traffic period, and would be slightly over capacity (i.e., the traffic demand
for the ramp would slightly exceed the space available on the ramp) by the design year
(2039) in the morning peak traffic period. While providing a two-lane ramp for this
movement would provide more than enough space to accommodate the traffic demand,
this additional lane on the ramp would require an additional lane on the new flyover
bridge as well as extensive reconstruction of the existing SR 400 southbound CD lanes
from two lanes to four lanes. As currently proposed, this section of the CD system only
requires a minor addition to provide a three-lane CD system in this area. An additional
lane on the flyover bridge and reconstruction of the CD system is not considered to be
cost effective, given that the traffic demand for the ramp only slightly exceeds the space
available on the ramp for a small portion of the day (the morning peak traffic period) in
the design year (2039).
16b

I am concerned about having to weave
across Hammond Drive traffic in the CD
lane when traveling south on SR 400.

This project does not propose to add any new ramps accessing Hammond Drive from SR
400 south or I-285. Operations of SR 400 and the proposed SR 400 CD Lanes north of
Hammond Drive are being studied under Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850. This comment
will be forwarded to the SR 400 CD Lanes project team. A PIOH for that project will be
held later this year to present the proposed improvements and solicit public feedback.

3c

The adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes project to
the north (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850)
is essential for the interchange
reconstruction to function as proposed.

The designs of the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project and the adjacent SR
400 CD Lanes project (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850) are being closely coordinated.
Because the SR 400 CD Lanes project has an approved environmental document and has
undergone partial ROW acquisition and construction, this project is considered to be a
committed project. The Georgia DOT is proposing to construct these two adjacent
projects as one Design-Build-Finance Public Private Partnership (P3) in order to achieve
maximum efficiency, economic benefit, and cost-effectiveness for the region.

66a

We are concerned that the existing berm
The proposed project would likely remove the existing berm in this area to construct Iwill be removed in the area of the
285 eastbound CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed to minimize impacts to this
Glenridge Heights townhomes, and that
community and avoid any residential displacements from your community.
the new Glenridge Road exit will encroach
into our townhome community.

4, 53c, 95a

Trails/paths connecting the Sandy Springs,
Brookhaven, and Dunwoody communities
should be considered as part of the project
to offer additional transportation choices
and enhance quality of life. There are also
several long-range plans showing
pedestrian/multi-use trails crossing I-285
in this area. Please consider including
these trails in the project design or leaving
place holders for these trails to existing in
the future.

Inclusion of trails/paths is not within the scope of the proposed I-285/SR 400
Interchange Reconstruction project. During any project development, Georgia DOT
aims to not preclude the construction of future planned projects, where such a project is
part of an adopted area Master Plan or Trail Plan. Georgia DOT is willing to work with
local governments to help bring their greenspace and multi-use trail projects to fruition,
as part of a separate project or action.

53a

I am concerned that the additional paved
area from this project will increase runoff
damage to Murphey Candler Lake and
other branches of Nancy Creek and its
tributaries in the area. Please consider
runoff abatement as part of the project.
Please also include in your budget a
possible dredging of Murphey Candler
Lake after construction is completed to
repair it from construction–related effects
of this project.

During construction, the Contractor is required to contain the silt and sediment from
construction activities within the project limits with the use of erosion control best
management practices (BMPs). This should limit impacts to Murphey Candler Lake
during construction. Post-construction permanent erosion control BMPs, such as the
installation of riprap at outfalls, would also be added throughout the project corridor,
where feasible.
The proposed project is also subject to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
(MS4) Permit and Georgia DOT drainage design requirements, and is required to
incorporate water quality control measures, where feasible. These design standards
intend to minimize increases in stormwater runoff, protect stream channels, provide
overbank protection, and protect against most extreme flood events after construction is
completed. The area upstream of Murphey Candler Lake is being studied to determine
the feasibility of a post-construction (permanent) water quality feature. However, due to
the historic nature of the surrounding properties, it may not be possible to construct the
water quality feature in this area as under the current Georgia DOT guidelines.

53b, 138a

24, 38, 50a

I am concerned that the current design
does not take into account local traffic
exiting on Glenridge Drive or SR 400
South from I-285 East in evening rush
hour. Traffic exiting onto SR 400 North
monopolizes all right lanes and many
drivers use the shoulder and/or the right
lane that should be open to those exiting to
Glenridge Drive/SR 400 South as a
passing lane, ultimately blocking those
exits. Please attempt to address this issue
in the design by allowing local traffic to
flow even in the event of a slow-down
going north. An earlier median/divider for
Glenridge Drive or a combined SR 400
South/Glenridge Drive median/divide
would allow local traffic to flow without
getting stuck in SR 400 North traffic. A
more complicated solution may be to keep
SR 400 North traffic on the right and have
SR 400 South /Glenridge Drive traffic go
under these lanes.
We are concerned about constructionrelated traffic impacts, and increased
traffic on surrounding surface streets
during construction as motorists try to
avoid the construction zones. Advanced
notice of construction will be important in
the area so that firms can advertise
alternate routes and commute modes to
employees depending on which road is
actively being worked on during
construction.

In the existing condition, I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound traffic must share a
single auxiliary lane with traffic exiting to Glenridge Drive and SR 400 southbound, as
well as traffic entering I-285 and SR 400 from Roswell Road. With the proposed
improvements, this traffic would be served by three CD lanes. In addition, a braided
ramp would be constructed to grade-separate SR 400 and Glenridge Drive exiting traffic
from traffic entering I-285 from Roswell Road. Moreover, the existing ramp carrying
traffic from I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound is only one lane and is currently over
capacity. This traffic must also immediately merge onto the SR 400 northbound
mainline from the left side. The proposed project would improve this movement by
adding a second lane onto the ramp, and by altering the interchange configuration so that
the new two-lane ramp enters the proposed CD lanes along SR 400 from the right side.
These improvements should reduce the backups on the I-285 eastbound to SR 400
northbound ramp, lessening the potential for conflicts with Glenridge Drive exiting
traffic.

Roadway construction inevitably creates some inconvenience and delays for motorists
and adjacent property owners; however, all construction activities would be conducted
so that access to adjacent properties and intersecting roads could be maintained. As this
project gets closer to construction, the Georgia DOT will develop a traffic management
plan to establish communication protocols regarding construction activities, lane
closures, and traffic delays. Georgia DOT will work with local jurisdictions to advertise
construction-related traffic notices so that local businesses and the traveling public can
stay informed and plan their trips accordingly.

20

I would like to see a timeline with various
phases of the project.

Currently, the proposed project is anticipated to be let to a Design-Build contractor in
late 2015. Construction is anticipated to start in 2016 and the reconstructed interchange
is anticipated to be open to traffic in 2019.

63a, 74a, 75a, 76a, 22c,
77a, 78a, 80a, 81a, 83a,
84a, 85b, 86a, 87a,
88a, 89a, 91a, 92d,
93d, 96a, 98a, 99a,
103b, 104a, 106a,
108a, 110a, 111a,
113a, 114a, 115a,
116a, 117b, 118a,
120a, 121a, 122a,
123a, 124a, 125a, 21b,
126a, 128b, 129a,
130a, 132d, 133d,
102d, 134d, 136a, 137,
138c, 139d, 140d,
142d, 143d

The proposed roadwork on I-285
westbound should be moved so that it
begins at North Fork Nancy Creek to
avoid impacts to the neighborhood on the
north side of I-285 in this area.

The proposed limits of the I-285 westbound construction were chosen to allow sufficient
distance between the exit ramp to Ashford Dunwoody and the exit ramp onto the
proposed CD lanes accessing Peachtree Dunwoody Road and SR 400. In addition, the
new exit to Ashford Dunwoody Road is proposed to start before the curvature of I-285
in this area, which would improve the visibility of the Ashford Dunwoody exit for
westbound traffic.

70b

Will the Ashford Dunwoody Road Bridge
be impacted to create the additional CD
lanes?

Construction of a retaining wall underneath the existing Ashford Dunwoody Road
Bridge would be required to accommodate the CD lanes; however, the bridge itself is
not proposed to be impacted by the project.

68

I am still concerned about the I-285
eastbound to SR 400 northbound
movement. It appears that traffic may still
be criss-crossing with 400 north traffic
and/or SR 400 northbound-to-I-285
westbound traffic based on the design.

I-285 eastbound to SR 400 traffic would go under the SR 400 mainline and enter SR 400
on a CD system that parallels the SR 400 mainline. This traffic would not merge with
SR 400 mainline traffic until the end of the CD system north of Abernathy Road
(proposed under a separate, but adjacent, project--Georgia DOT P.I. 721850). I-285
eastbound to SR 400 traffic would be separated by a barrier from traffic heading to I-285
westbound from SR 400 northbound. Therefore, this traffic would not mix.

71

What type of buffer (between I-285 and
the adjacent residences) would remain
after adding the CD lanes between

The project would require some ROW and easement for construction of the CD lanes
between Roswell Road and Glenridge Drive. Trees within the existing and required
ROW and easements would likely be cleared for the project; existing trees outside of the

Roswell Road and Glenridge Drive?

required ROW and easements would remain in-place.
A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted for the project, which will
identify traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and evaluate the
reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement measures (including noise
barriers) in accordance with Georgia DOT’s “Highway Noise Abatement Policy for
Federal-Aid Projects. If noise abatement measures, such as noise barriers, are found
feasible and reasonable in this area, these noise abatement measures can provide an
additional buffer between the CD lanes and residences.

72b

We are concerned about the safety of our
children with the interstate being so much
closer to our residence on Kayron Drive.
We request that a privacy wall or noise
barrier be constructed and a tree buffer
planted to prevent our children from
wandering onto the road.

In the area of Kayron Drive, no additional ROW is proposed. However, a small area of
easement is proposed, which could require a minor amount of tree clearing in this area.
The vast majority of tree cover between the interstate and residences along Kayron
Drive would remain unaffected by the project, and would continue to serve as a buffer
between the residences and the interstate. The existing I-285 ROW in this area is
already cleared of vegetation.
A privacy wall is not proposed for this area. As with all limited-access roadways,
fencing would be installed at the edge of Georgia DOT ROW. This fence would act as a
deterrent and would discourage encroachment into Georgia DOT ROW. In addition, as
described above, a Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted for the
project, which will identify traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and
evaluate the reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement measures
(including noise barriers).

75c, 76c, 22d, 77c,
78c, 80c, 81c, 84c,
85d, 86c, 88c, 89c,
91c, 92e, 93e, 103d,
105c, 107c, 108c,
110c, 118c, 124c,
126c, 130c, 131e,
132e, 133e, 102e,

There has been an ongoing drainage issue
with the steel corridor in front of North
Fork Nancy Creek. When it rains, all the
litter from the roadway washes to this steel
corridor and into the creek. What will be
done to prevent this?

Drainage analysis and design is on-going and will be completed during the final design
phase of the project. Discharge into all creeks, including North Fork Nancy Creek, will
be evaluated during the final design. It is likely that a new metal guardrail would be
utilized along I-285 westbound in the vicinity of North Fork Nancy Creek. Per GDOT
standards, any new installation of metal guardrail would be accompanied by an asphalt
curb that would minimize litter getting directly into the North Fork Nancy Creek. Your
concern regarding existing litter at North Fork Nancy Creek will be forwarded to
Emanuel Jackson, the Georgia DOT’s District 7 Maintenance Engineer, for review.

134e, 139e, 140e,
142e, 143e
79a

What are the criteria and how is the
selection done to shortlist the Design
Build teams?

A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will be issued. Shortlisting criteria will be specified
in the RFQ. This criteria and the weighting of each criteria is not yet finalized; however,
we anticipate the criteria may include components regarding financial qualifications and
capacity, technical qualifications and capability, project management qualifications and
capability, and basic pass/fail criteria.

79b

Once the Design Build Teams are
shortlisted, will there be Alternative
Technical Concept Designs requested
from the various teams to determine the
winning team?

Alternative Technical Concepts (ATCs) from the shortlisted proposers are anticipated.
The Request for Proposals (RFP) and any addenda will set forth the criteria for
consideration of and acceptance of ATCs. The winning team will be selected based on a
best value approach, which will be defined in the RFP.

85a

How does this project impact the high
tension wires along I-285 (near Ashford
Dunwoody Road)?

Impacts to the high tension wires and other utilities will be evaluated as the project
moves into the final design phase. Impacts that cannot be avoided would require
relocation of the impacted utility, which would be accomplished with no long-term
interruption of services.

94b

The proposed project would remove a
substantial portion of the hill that separates
the Glenridge Heights development from
I-285, which runs a high risk of
undermining the foundations of the homes
in this development that are located on the
south side of the hill. Additionally,
vibration from the new CD lanes risks
settlement and cracking of our
foundations.

The proposed project would likely remove a portion of the existing hill in this area to
construct I-285 eastbound CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD
lanes to minimize impacts to this community and avoid any residential displacements
from your community. A geotechnical investigation will be conducted to assess the
existing soil conditions so that the project can be designed and constructed to avoid
impacts to adjoining properties and their foundations.

94c

The removal of the existing barrier hill at
Glenridge Heights and its replacement
with a 6-foot wall presents a safety risk to
our children, who could climb the wall and

The proposed project would likely remove portion of the existing hill in this area to
construct I-285 eastbound CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD
lanes to minimize impacts to this community and avoid any residential displacements
from your community. A Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for this project,
which will evaluate traffic-related noise to the Glenridge Heights and the potential for

fall to the roadway 50 feet below.

noise abatement, if it is warranted. If a noise abatement measure is found to be
reasonable and feasible and is accepted by the community, this abatement measure could
act as a barrier between Glenridge Heights and I-285. If a noise abatement measure is
not warranted, additional measures will be evaluated to provide a barrier between the
community and the Georgia DOT ROW. At a minimum, fencing would be installed
along the Georgia DOT ROW as with all limited-access roadways, which would act as a
deterrent to discourage encroaching into Georgia DOT ROW. In addition, Georgia DOT
typically places fencing on top of retaining walls where there is the possibility of people
reaching the wall, even if the ROW is fenced.

GDOT OFFICE: RIGHT-OF-WAY
35a, 33c, 59a, 94f,
109b

I am concerned about the depreciation in
my home’s value due to visible highway
encroachment and retaining walls, as well
as noise impacts.

The proposed project alignment has not yet been approved; therefore, required ROW
boundaries have not been permanently established. Once the details of the ROW and
easement needs are finalized, a certified appraiser from the Georgia DOT’s appraiser
prequalification list would make a fair market value appraisal of the area to be required,
including any damages to the remainder land, if applicable. The appraisal would also
include values for improvements required or damages that may be applicable.

142g

Some years ago, Georgia DOT purchased
two homes in our cul-de-sac (Georgetown
Court) backing up to I-285. Since then,
we have had tall weeds where the homes
used to be. Please add the care of these
properties to the project plans.

Your concern will be forwarded to Emanuel Jackson, the Georgia DOT’s District 7
Maintenance Engineer, for review. He can be reached at (770) 986-1057.

94a

More land is being taken for the project
than is reasonably necessary for its
construction.

The proposed project is being designed to minimize impacts to residents and businesses,
where feasible. Only the amount of ROW and easements necessary to construct and
maintain the proposed improvements would be acquired by the Department. The
proposed project alignment has not yet been approved; therefore, required ROW
boundaries have not been permanently established.

94e

The current proposal will destroy the
retaining wall and landscaping/irrigation
system on the barrier hill at the Glenridge

The proposed project would likely remove a portion of the existing hill in this area to
construct I-285 eastbound CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD
lanes to minimize impacts to this community and avoid any residential displacements

Heights development, which our
community has invested a lot of money to
build.

from your community; however, additional ROW and easements would likely be
required from your community. The proposed project design is the currently preferred
alternative; however, the decision on the alternative to move forward (Build or NoBuild) will not be made until after the public has had an opportunity to review and
comment on the Draft EA and participate in a public hearing about the project.
Therefore, required ROW boundaries have not been permanently established. Once the
details of the ROW and easement needs are finalized, a certified appraiser from the
Georgia DOT’s appraiser prequalification list would make a fair market value appraisal
of the area to be required, including any damages to the remainder land, if applicable.
The appraisal would also include values for improvements required or damages that may
be applicable.

Commenters that did not provide comments or provided general support:
Comment Type
Commenter #
General support
1, 10, 11, 40, 45, 46, 51, 52, 69, 101
No comments
7, 25, 27, 28, 41, 43, 47, 48, 135

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Telephone: (404) 631-1000

September 30, 2014
Charles Jung
1477 Brawley Circle NE
Atlanta, GA 30319
Re: Responses to Open House Comments for PI# 0000784, Fulton and DeKalb Counties, I-285 at State Route
(SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
NHS00-0000-00(784)
Dear Mr. Jung:
Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. We appreciate your
participation and all of the input that was received as a result of the August 19 and 21, 2014, Public Information
Open Houses (PIOHs). Every written comment received and verbal comment given to the court reporter will be
made part of the project’s official record.
A total of 113, 74, and 97 people attended the August 19 (11 a.m.), August 21 (11 a.m.), and August 21 (5 p.m.)
PIOHs, respectively. Of the 143 respondents who formally commented, 32 were in support of the project, 6 were
opposed, 18 were uncommitted, and 87 expressed conditional support.
The attendees of the open house and those persons sending in comments within the comment period raised the
following questions and concerns. The Georgia Department of Transportation (DOT) has prepared this one
response letter that addresses all comments received so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised and the
responses given. Please find the comments summarized below (in italics) followed by our response.


Are noise levels being studied as part of the project? I am concerned about noise levels and would like sound
walls constructed in the vicinity of my property and community (including our recreation areas) as part of the
project. Some of the existing sound walls in the area are failing and have trees growing through them.

A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted for the project, which will identify traffic-related noise
levels within the project limits and evaluate the reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement
measures (including noise barriers) in accordance with Georgia DOT’s “Highway Noise Abatement Policy for
Federal-Aid Projects. If a noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and feasible in the area of your
property/community, a meeting will be held with your community during the final design process to determine
your community’s desire for such abatement. Final location and design of noise abatement measures would be
determined by the Design-Build contractor during final design. Maintenance needs for the existing walls have
been noted and will be forwarded to Emanuel Jackson, the Georgia DOT’s District 7 Maintenance Engineer, who
can be reached at (770) 986-1057.


This project will significantly and negatively impact the Georgetown Recreation Club. We are concerned
about noise impacts and safety (e.g., from flying debris from the road) at the Georgetown Recreation Club
after project construction, since the collector-distributor (CD) lanes would be much closer to the Club. We
are also concerned about health effects of vehicle emissions at the recreation club. We are also concerned
that the project might require displacement of the pool at this Club.

The Georgetown Recreation Club is not proposed to be displaced/relocated as a result of this project. In addition,
no right-of-way (ROW) or easements are currently proposed from the Recreation Club for the project. Under the
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proposed project, the I-285 westbound exit to Ashford Dunwoody Road is proposed to be relocated to the vicinity
of the Georgetown Recreation Club, which would move the roadway slightly closer (+/- 20 feet) to the existing
Georgia DOT ROW line compared to existing conditions. A roadside barrier, which may include a guard rail or a
concrete barrier would likely be included to prevent vehicles and other debris leaving the roadway.
As discussed above, a Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for this project, which will evaluate trafficrelated noise at the Georgetown Recreation Club and the potential for noise abatement, if it is warranted. If a
noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and feasible in the area of the recreation club, a meeting will
be held with the community during the final design process to determine the community’s desire for such
abatement. A noise abatement measure such as a noise barrier could act as an additional buffer between the I-285
and the Recreation Club.
In addition, an Air Quality Impact Assessment is being conducted for the project, which will analyze vehicular
emissions anticipated from projected future traffic volumes along the corridor. The project will be evaluated for
compliance with state and federal air quality standards, which are designed to protect human health. Once
completed, these Air Quality and Noise Impact studies will be summarized in the Environmental Assessment
(EA) being prepared for this project. The Georgia DOT will advertise the availability of the Draft EA once it is
completed and approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and will hold a Public Hearing Open
House (PHOH) to solicit public input on the findings of the EA.


I am concerned about noise during construction. Would Georgia DOT consider putting up a noise barrier
before roadway construction starts?

Unfortunately, it would not be practical to install noise abatement measures (where determined reasonable and
feasible by the Noise Impact Assessment) at the beginning of construction. Noise abatement measures, such as
noise barriers, are typically proposed at either the future roadway shoulder edge or at the proposed ROW line,
depending on the road design. Noise abatement measures that are built next to the edge of the proposed roadway
require construction sequencing where the abatement measure is placed last because the roadway needs to be built
up first. For this project, many noise abatement measures would need to be constructed on top of proposed
retaining walls, which would make the early construction of such abatement measures infeasible.


I am concerned about visual impacts from noise barriers and retaining walls from our house. I would like
any proposed noise barriers and retaining walls to be within the historic nature of my community.

Visual impacts due to potential noise barrier and retaining wall construction are being evaluated as part of the
environmental review process. In historic neighborhoods, visual impacts from project construction are being
analyzed under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in an Assessment of Effects report. Once
completed, this report will be reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and concurrence on the
findings of the report will be obtained from the SHPO. The findings of this report will be summarized in the
project’s EA.
If a noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and feasible in the area of your property/community, a
meeting will be held with your community during the final design process to determine your community’s desire
for such abatement. During this meeting, there may be some opportunity for your community to provide input
into the aesthetic design of the abatement measure.


Any environmental impacts have been downplayed.

An EA, which analyzes the project’s impacts on the social, natural, cultural, and physical environments, is being
developed for this project. As part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, the Georgia DOT
will advertise the availability of the Draft EA once it is completed and approved by the FHWA, and will hold a
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PHOH to solicit public input on the findings of the EA. The Draft EA will be available for public review at the
Georgia DOT Office of Environmental Services located at One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW,
16th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308, and will be available for review at the PHOH. In addition, a copy of the EA can
be obtained by contacting the Georgia DOT’s Office of Environmental Services at (404) 631-1100.


Reconstruction of the interchange is vital for the Perimeter area to continue to grow and provide a better
quality of life for residents.

The effects of the proposed interchange reconstruction on economics and communities will be evaluated as part of
the EA being prepared for the project.


I am concerned about the visual impacts from removal of trees along I-285 in the vicinity of my house. These
trees provide a barrier between our house and the interstate. Please consider walls where appropriate.

Removal of trees and other vegetation within the existing and proposed ROW and easement areas would be
necessary for project construction, and could change some views towards the interstate. Retaining walls are
proposed along the majority of the project corridor to minimize the amount of additional ROW or easement
necessary for the project.
Most residential areas would not experience major visual changes from the proposed roadway improvements
either because there would still be dense vegetation remaining on the residential property (outside of the proposed
ROW and easement areas) to serve as a visual buffer between the residence and the interstate, or because the
existing vegetation is not dense enough to visually shield I-285 from the adjacent land use. In such areas, I-285
already is a dominant feature of the landscape.


We are concerned about the odor from the highway at our house.

A full air quality impact assessment is being completed for this project, which will analyze vehicular emissions
expected from the proposed project. The project will be evaluated for compliance with state and federal air
quality standards.


Please hold one of your next public meetings at the Georgetown Recreation Club.

The Georgia DOT will hold a PHOH to solicit public input on the findings of the EA once the Draft EA has been
approved by FHWA. The location of the PHOH has yet to be determined.
As part of the EA process, a Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for the project, which will identify
traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and evaluate the potential for noise abatement. If a noise
abatement measure is found to be feasible in the area of your community, a meeting will be held with your
community during the final design process to determine your community’s desire for such abatement. The
Georgetown Recreation Club can be a potential location to hold this meeting.
Please contact us if there is additional information we can provide to you regarding this project. Our contact
information is provided at the end of this letter.


The project will directly impact the Historic Georgetown Subdivision.

The proposed project is not expected to require ROW or easements from the National Register-eligible
Georgetown Subdivision Historic District. Noise and visual impacts to this neighborhood are being analyzed
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in an Assessment of Effects report. Once completed,
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this report will be reviewed by the SHPO and concurrence on the findings of the report will be obtained from the
SHPO. The findings of this report will be summarized in the project’s EA.


I did not know that an EA was being prepared for the project. The NEPA process is supposed to reach out to
impacted parties and develop mitigation measures to identified impacts. The Georgetown Recreation Club
will be significantly impacted by the proposed project. Unless the issues we have identified are mitigation to
a less than significant level, we will challenge the DOT to proceed with an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS), as we feel that this is the correct path to follow on this project.

Public outreach that has been conducted to date for the EA has consisted of three public information open house
(PIOH) meetings with the general public. Due to the regional use of this interchange, the PIOHs were advertised
in the legal organs for the three surrounding counties (Cobb, Fulton, and DeKalb), as well as on a radio news
channel. The PIOHs were advertised in a metro-Atlanta Spanish language newspaper, Mundo Hispanico.
Additionally, Perimeter Community Improvements Districts announced the PIOHs to subscribers of their e-mail
newsletter.
The EA is analyzing the impacts of the proposed project on the social, natural, cultural, and physical
environments, including impacts on the residents and communities along the corridor. The Georgia DOT will
advertise the availability of the Draft EA once it is completed and approved by the FHWA, and will hold a PHOH
to solicit public input on the findings of the EA. The Draft EA will be available for public review at the Georgia
DOT Office of Environmental Services located at One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW, 16th
Floor, Atlanta, GA 30308, and will be available for review at the PHOH. If it is determined by the Georgia DOT
and FHWA that a significant impact would occur as a result of the project, then the project would be elevated to
an Environmental Impact Statement.


An East-West MARTA connection (from Cobb Galleria to SR 400/285/Perimeter area) and an extension of
the North Springs MARTA line should be considered.

The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) is currently studying a high-capacity transit
extension along SR 400 between the Perimeter Center area near the I-285/SR 400 interchange north to McGinnis
Ferry Road. An Alternatives Analysis for this project is currently underway. Funding for this transit expansion is
included in the Atlanta region’s long-range transportation plan (LRTP) as AR-470 in the fiscal year (FY) 20312040 timeframe. More information on this initiative can be obtained by visiting the project’s website at
http://www.itsmarta.com/north-line-400-corr.aspx. Other MARTA-related questions or concerns can be directed
to MARTA’s customer service at (404) 848-5000 or custserv@itsmarta.com.
In addition, the Georgia DOT’s revive285 top end project is currently studying improvements to the I-285 top end
corridor between I-75 and I-85. Part of this effort includes the potential for ROW preservation for future transit
(bus rapid transit or light rail transit) along the I-285 top end, including between Cobb Galleria and the Perimeter
area. Funding for ROW preservation along I-285 from Cobb Galleria to Perimeter Center is listed as AR-409A in
the Atlanta region’s LRTP and is included in the FY 2031-2040 timeframe. Neither construction funding for
transit facilities nor operating funds for transit service are included in the financially constrained plan.


The Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection should be improved as planned prior to construction of the
project to be able to accommodate the increased traffic generated at this intersection by construction.

While the Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection may experience additional traffic during construction of the
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project (as motorists try to avoid the construction zone), this increase is
expected to subside once the construction is completed. The City of Sandy Springs has a planned project to
improve the Roswell Road/Glenridge Drive intersection. This project would correct the existing angled
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approaches at this intersection, add and/or modify turn lanes, and add pedestrian facilities. Construction of this
project is currently scheduled for 2019.


We would like a traffic light at the south entrance to our condo complex (at Dunwoody Springs Drive and
Peachtree Dunwoody Road), as traffic back-ups along Peachtree Dunwoody Road in this area make egress
from our complex extremely difficult.

Thank you for your comment. Peachtree Dunwoody Road is under the jurisdiction of the City of Sandy Springs.
Your comment will be forwarded to the City for evaluation.


Traffic flow on surface streets feeding I-285, SR 400, and the Perimeter area needs to be addressed.

Thank you for your comment. The surface streets are under the jurisdictions of the cities of Sandy Springs,
Dunwoody, and Brookhaven. Your comment will be forwarded to these cities for their evaluation.


The money that will be spent on the interchange reconstruction would be better spent on mass transit or on
improvements to existing surface streets. Building a new interchange will not solve the traffic problem.

Mass transit and surface street improvements would not satisfy the operational and safety improvement needs of
this project. The purposes of the proposed project are to address the weaving issues approaching the I-285/SR
400 interchange, increase ramp capacity at the interchange, and improve some geometric deficiencies at the
existing interchange, thereby reducing congestion and the potential for accidents in this area.
The surface streets are under the jurisdictions of the cities of Sandy Springs, Dunwoody, and Brookhaven. Your
comment will be forwarded to these cities for their evaluation. In addition, as discussed above, MARTA is
currently studying a high-capacity transit extension along SR 400 between the Perimeter Center area near the
I-285/SR 400 interchange north to McGinnis Ferry Road. More information on this initiative can be obtained by
visiting the project’s website at http://www.itsmarta.com/north-line-400-corr.aspx.


Protecting greenspace should be considered as part of the project. Sandy Springs and Perimeter Community
Improvement Districts should take advantage of this opportunity to connect greenspace to the currently
underway PATH400 project in Buckhead.

Inclusion of greenspace and trails is not within the scope of the proposed I-285/SR 400 Interchange
Reconstruction project. Georgia DOT is willing to work with local governments to help bring their greenspace
and multi-use trail projects to fruition, as part of a separate project or action.


The project appears to solve major congestion and weaving issues on I-285 and SR 400.

The project aims to address the weaving issues approaching the I-285/SR 400 interchange, increase ramp capacity
at the interchange, and improve some geometric deficiencies at the existing interchange, thereby reducing
congestion and the potential for crashes in this area.


I am concerned about peak-hour traffic impacts on Hammond Drive; there need to be additional routes for
traffic exiting the Perimeter Center and Roswell Road areas.

The proposed project would improve traffic operations along I-285 within the project limits (from Roswell Road
to Ashford Dunwoody Road) during peak traffic periods and non-peak traffic periods, making this a more viable
route for east-west traffic in the area, including traffic exiting Perimeter Center and Roswell Road. Improved
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traffic operations along I-285, in turn, are expected to improve operations at existing service interchanges within
the project area.


If the proposed eastbound CD lanes merge with I-285 traffic in the same area as traffic exiting to Chamblee
Dunwoody Road, this will create a traffic mess.

The proposed eastbound CD lanes in this area would tie to an existing auxiliary lane between Ashford Dunwoody
Road and Chamblee Dunwoody Road. The proposed project would cause the segment of I-285 eastbound
between Ashford Dunwoody Road and Chamblee Dunwoody Road to operate somewhat worse in the future than
would be expected if the project were not constructed, largely due to increased vehicle throughput (i.e., more
vehicles able to reach this segment because of the removal of the bottleneck at the I-285/SR 400 interchange).
However, this effect would only occur over a short distance of I-285 eastbound; east of Chamblee Dunwoody
Road, I-285 eastbound would operate acceptably in the design year. In addition, when looking at the entire
project area as a whole, the proposed project offers substantial benefits in terms of safety and improved travel
times. Based on preliminary traffic analysis, the proposed project would provide substantial travel time
improvements along I-285 eastbound from Riverside Drive to Chamblee Dunwoody Road.


The proposed improvements do not need to include all of the neighboring entrance/exit ramps, just the
I-285/SR 400 interchange. The proposal will be too confusing to motorists, which will worsen congestion on
the interstate and cause more traffic in neighborhood streets.

Currently, there is substantial weaving (vehicular conflicts caused by vehicles changing lanes) along I-285 leading
up to the I-285/SR 400 interchange, which is caused by the high number of closely spaced interchanges in this
area. The proposed project aims to reduce the number of access points along the I-285 mainline in the project
area, and improve the spacing between access points. Signage will be installed to alert motorists of the new exit
points, including the CD systems. With improvements to the interchange area, the interchange is expected to
become a more viable option for motorists, which should reduce cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets
surrounding the interchange area.


Both the I-285 westbound and I-285 eastbound ramps to SR 400 northbound need to be three lanes; two lanes
will be inadequate for traffic growth over the next 30 years.

A traffic study was conducted for the proposed project, which looked at a 20-year design period and associated
traffic growth. This study determined that two-lane ramps would meet current the design criteria for the projected
future volumes on these ramps.


I am concerned that there will be no access to Roswell Road from Glenridge Drive by heading west on I-285
after the project is constructed. This will result in a large increase in traffic on Hammond Drive to access
Roswell Road.

After construction of the project, traffic leaving Glenridge Drive to access I-285 westbound would not be able
access the Roswell Road exit via I-285 (however, vehicles would still be able to access I-285 from Glenridge
Drive). Vehicles wishing to make this trip would have the options to use Hammond Drive to the north or
Glenridge Drive to the south to access Roswell Road. Due to the existing connectivity between Glenridge Drive
and Roswell Road, a review of traffic data for the area shows that very few vehicles currently use the I-285
westbound lanes to travel between these two roads. In addition, providing this local access connection would
likely result in greater impacts to the National Register eligible Glenridge Forest-Hammond Hills Historic
District, located on the north side of I-285 in this area.


I am concerned about westbound traffic on I-285 from Chamblee Dunwoody Road conflicting with traffic
exiting at the new location of the Ashford-Dunwoody Road off-ramp.
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While the proposed project would move the exit ramp to Ashford Dunwoody Road closer to the Chamblee
Dunwoody Road on-ramp, the distance between these two ramps greatly exceeds the minimum required spacing.
In addition, an auxiliary lane exists between Chamblee Dunwoody Road and Ashford Dunwoody Road in this
area, which acts like a long exit lane so that weaving from the entering and exiting traffic can occur over a longer
distance. Based on preliminary traffic analysis, I-285 westbound between Chamblee Dunwoody Road and
Ashford Dunwoody Road would operate acceptably (at or near free-flow conditions) in the design year (2039)
with the proposed improvements.


I am concerned that one-lane exits in some proposed locations may not be sufficient.

At the I-285/SR 400 interchange, single-lane ramps are proposed for the I-285 eastbound and westbound to SR
400 southbound movements and for the SR 400 northbound to I-285 east- and westbound movements. A traffic
study was conducted for the proposed project, which looked at a 20-year design period and associated traffic
growth. This study determined that single-lane ramps would meet current the design criteria for the projected
future volumes on these ramps. The exception to this would be the I-285 westbound to SR 400 southbound ramp,
which would reach capacity (i.e., when traffic demand for the ramp equals the space available on the ramp) in
Year 2032 during the morning peak traffic period, and would be slightly over capacity (i.e., the traffic demand for
the ramp would slightly exceed the space available on the ramp) by the design year (2039) in the morning peak
traffic period. While providing a two-lane ramp for this movement would provide more than enough space to
accommodate the traffic demand, this additional lane on the ramp would require an additional lane on the new
flyover bridge as well as extensive reconstruction of the existing SR 400 southbound CD lanes from two lanes to
four lanes. As currently proposed, this section of the CD system only requires a minor addition to provide a
three-lane CD system in this area. An additional lane on the flyover bridge and reconstruction of the CD system
is not considered to be cost effective, given that the traffic demand for the ramp only slightly exceeds the space
available on the ramp for a small portion of the day (the morning peak traffic period) in the design year (2039).


I am concerned about having to weave across Hammond Drive traffic in the CD lane when traveling south on
SR 400.

This project does not propose to add any new ramps accessing Hammond Drive from SR 400 south or I-285.
Operations of SR 400 and the proposed SR 400 CD Lanes north of Hammond Drive are being studied under
Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850. This comment will be forwarded to the SR 400 CD Lanes project team. A PIOH
for that project will be held later this year to present the proposed improvements and solicit public feedback.


The adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes project to the north (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850) is essential for the
interchange reconstruction to function as proposed.

The designs of the I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project and the adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes project
(Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850) are being closely coordinated. Because the SR 400 CD Lanes project has an
approved environmental document and has undergone partial ROW acquisition and construction, this project is
considered to be a committed project. The Georgia DOT is proposing to construct these two adjacent projects as
one Design-Build-Finance Public Private Partnership (P3) in order to achieve maximum efficiency, economic
benefit, and cost-effectiveness for the region.


We are concerned that the existing berm will be removed in the area of the Glenridge Heights townhomes,
and that the new Glenridge Road exit will encroach into our townhome community.

The proposed project would likely remove the existing berm in this area to construct I-285 eastbound CD lanes.
A retaining wall is proposed to minimize impacts to this community and avoid any residential displacements from
your community.
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Trails/paths connecting the Sandy Springs, Brookhaven, and Dunwoody communities should be considered as
part of the project to offer additional transportation choices and enhance quality of life. There are also
several long-range plans showing pedestrian/multi-use trails crossing I-285 in this area. Please consider
including these trails in the project design or leaving place holders for these trails to existing in the future.

Inclusion of trails/paths is not within the scope of the proposed I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project.
During any project development, Georgia DOT aims to not preclude the construction of future planned projects,
where such a project is part of an adopted area Master Plan or Trail Plan. Georgia DOT is willing to work with
local governments to help bring their greenspace and multi-use trail projects to fruition, as part of a separate
project or action.


I am concerned that the additional paved area from this project will increase runoff damage to Murphey
Candler Lake and other branches of Nancy Creek and its tributaries in the area. Please consider runoff
abatement as part of the project. Please also include in your budget a possible dredging of Murphey Candler
Lake after construction is completed to repair it from construction–related effects of this project.

During construction, the Contractor is required to contain the silt and sediment from construction activities within
the project limits with the use of erosion control best management practices (BMPs). This should limit impacts to
Murphey Candler Lake during construction. Post-construction permanent erosion control BMPs, such as the
installation of riprap at outfalls, would also be added throughout the project corridor, where feasible.
The proposed project is also subject to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit and Georgia
DOT drainage design requirements, and is required to incorporate water quality control measures, where feasible.
These design standards intend to minimize increases in stormwater runoff, protect stream channels, provide
overbank protection, and protect against most extreme flood events after construction is completed. The area
upstream of Murphey Candler Lake is being studied to determine the feasibility of a post-construction
(permanent) water quality feature. However, due to the historic nature of the surrounding properties, it may not
be possible to construct the water quality feature in this area as under the current Georgia DOT guidelines.


I am concerned that the current design does not take into account local traffic exiting on Glenridge Drive or
SR 400 South from I-285 East in evening rush hour. Traffic exiting onto SR 400 North monopolizes all right
lanes and many drivers use the shoulder and/or the right lane that should be open to those exiting to
Glenridge Drive/SR 400 South as a passing lane, ultimately blocking those exits. Please attempt to address
this issue in the design by allowing local traffic to flow even in the event of a slow-down going north. An
earlier median/divider for Glenridge Drive or a combined SR 400 South/Glenridge Drive median/divide
would allow local traffic to flow without getting stuck in SR 400 North traffic. A more complicated solution
may be to keep SR 400 North traffic on the right and have SR 400 South /Glenridge Drive traffic go under
these lanes.

In the existing condition, I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound traffic must share a single auxiliary lane with
traffic exiting to Glenridge Drive and SR 400 southbound, as well as traffic entering I-285 and SR 400 from
Roswell Road. With the proposed improvements, this traffic would be served by three CD lanes. In addition, a
braided ramp would be constructed to grade-separate SR 400 and Glenridge Drive exiting traffic from traffic
entering I-285 from Roswell Road. Moreover, the existing ramp carrying traffic from I-285 eastbound to SR 400
northbound is only one lane and is currently over capacity. This traffic must also immediately merge onto the SR
400 northbound mainline from the left side. The proposed project would improve this movement by adding a
second lane onto the ramp, and by altering the interchange configuration so that the new two-lane ramp enters the
proposed CD lanes along SR 400 from the right side. These improvements should reduce the backups on the
I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound ramp, lessening the potential for conflicts with Glenridge Drive exiting
traffic.
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We are concerned about construction-related traffic impacts, and increased traffic on surrounding surface
streets during construction as motorists try to avoid the construction zones. Advanced notice of construction
will be important in the area so that firms can advertise alternate routes and commute modes to employees
depending on which road is actively being worked on during construction.

Roadway construction inevitably creates some inconvenience and delays for motorists and adjacent property
owners; however, all construction activities would be conducted so that access to adjacent properties and
intersecting roads could be maintained. As this project gets closer to construction, the Georgia DOT will develop
a traffic management plan to establish communication protocols regarding construction activities, lane closures,
and traffic delays. Georgia DOT will work with local jurisdictions to advertise construction-related traffic notices
so that local businesses and the traveling public can stay informed and plan their trips accordingly.


I would like to see a timeline with various phases of the project.

Currently, the proposed project is anticipated to be let to a Design-Build contractor in late 2015. Construction is
anticipated to start in 2016 and the reconstructed interchange is anticipated to be open to traffic in 2019.


The proposed roadwork on I-285 westbound should be moved so that it begins at North Fork Nancy Creek to
avoid impacts to the neighborhood on the north side of I-285 in this area.

The proposed limits of the I-285 westbound construction were chosen to allow sufficient distance between the
exit ramp to Ashford Dunwoody and the exit ramp onto the proposed CD lanes accessing Peachtree Dunwoody
Road and SR 400. In addition, the new exit to Ashford Dunwoody Road is proposed to start before the curvature
of I-285 in this area, which would improve the visibility of the Ashford Dunwoody exit for westbound traffic.


Will the Ashford Dunwoody Road Bridge be impacted to create the additional CD lanes?

Construction of a retaining wall underneath the existing Ashford Dunwoody Road Bridge would be required to
accommodate the CD lanes; however, the bridge itself is not proposed to be impacted by the project.


I am still concerned about the I-285 eastbound to SR 400 northbound movement. It appears that traffic may
still be criss-crossing with 400 north traffic and/or SR 400 northbound-to-I-285 westbound traffic based on
the design.

I-285 eastbound to SR 400 traffic would go under the SR 400 mainline and enter SR 400 on a CD system that
parallels the SR 400 mainline. This traffic would not merge with SR 400 mainline traffic until the end of the CD
system north of Abernathy Road (proposed under a separate, but adjacent, project--Georgia DOT P.I. 721850).
I-285 eastbound to SR 400 traffic would be separated by a barrier from traffic heading to I-285 westbound from
SR 400 northbound. Therefore, this traffic would not mix.


What type of buffer (between I-285 and the adjacent residences) would remain after adding the CD lanes
between Roswell Road and Glenridge Drive?

The project would require some ROW and easement for construction of the CD lanes between Roswell Road and
Glenridge Drive. Trees within the existing and required ROW and easements would likely be cleared for the
project; existing trees outside of the required ROW and easements would remain in-place.
A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted for the project, which will identify traffic-related noise
levels within the project limits and evaluate the reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement
measures (including noise barriers) in accordance with Georgia DOT’s “Highway Noise Abatement Policy for
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Federal-Aid Projects. If noise abatement measures, such as noise barriers, are found feasible and reasonable in
this area, these noise abatement measures can provide an additional buffer between the CD lanes and residences.


We are concerned about the safety of our children with the interstate being so much closer to our residence
on Kayron Drive. We request that a privacy wall or noise barrier be constructed and a tree buffer planted to
prevent our children from wandering onto the road.

In the area of Kayron Drive, no additional ROW is proposed. However, a small area of easement is proposed,
which could require a minor amount of tree clearing in this area. The vast majority of tree cover between the
interstate and residences along Kayron Drive would remain unaffected by the project, and would continue to serve
as a buffer between the residences and the interstate. The existing I-285 ROW in this area is already cleared of
vegetation.
A privacy wall is not proposed for this area. As with all limited-access roadways, fencing would be installed at
the edge of Georgia DOT ROW. This fence would act as a deterrent and would discourage encroachment into
Georgia DOT ROW. In addition, as described above, a Noise Impact Assessment is currently being conducted
for the project, which will identify traffic-related noise levels within the project limits and evaluate the
reasonableness and feasibility of constructing noise abatement measures (including noise barriers).


There has been an ongoing drainage issue with the steel corridor in front of North Fork Nancy Creek. When
it rains, all the litter from the roadway washes to this steel corridor and into the creek. What will be done to
prevent this?

Drainage analysis and design is on-going and will be completed during the final design phase of the
project. Discharge into all creeks, including North Fork Nancy Creek, will be evaluated during the final design. It
is likely that a new metal guardrail would be utilized along I-285 westbound in the vicinity of North Fork Nancy
Creek. Per GDOT standards, any new installation of metal guardrail would be accompanied by an asphalt curb
that would minimize litter getting directly into the North Fork Nancy Creek. Your concern regarding existing
litter at North Fork Nancy Creek will be forwarded to Emanuel Jackson, the Georgia DOT’s District 7
Maintenance Engineer, for review.


What are the criteria and how is the selection done to shortlist the Design Build teams?

A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will be issued. Shortlisting criteria will be specified in the RFQ. This criteria
and the weighting of each criteria is not yet finalized; however, we anticipate the criteria may include components
regarding financial qualifications and capacity, technical qualifications and capability, project management
qualifications and capability, and basic pass/fail criteria.


Once the Design Build Teams are shortlisted, will there be Alternative Technical Concept Designs requested
from the various teams to determine the winning team?

Alternative Technical Concepts (ATCs) from the shortlisted proposers are anticipated. The Request for Proposals
(RFP) and any addenda will set forth the criteria for consideration of and acceptance of ATCs. The winning team
will be selected based on a best value approach, which will be defined in the RFP.


How does this project impact the high tension wires along I-285 (near Ashford Dunwoody Road)?

Impacts to the high tension wires and other utilities will be evaluated as the project moves into the final design
phase. Impacts that cannot be avoided would require relocation of the impacted utility, which would be
accomplished with no long-term interruption of services.
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The proposed project would remove a substantial portion of the hill that separates the Glenridge Heights
development from I-285, which runs a high risk of undermining the foundations of the homes in this
development that are located on the south side of the hill. Additionally, vibration from the new CD lanes
risks settlement and cracking of our foundations.

The proposed project would likely remove a portion of the existing hill in this area to construct I-285 eastbound
CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD lanes to minimize impacts to this community and
avoid any residential displacements from your community. A geotechnical investigation will be conducted to
assess the existing soil conditions so that the project can be designed and constructed to avoid impacts to
adjoining properties and their foundations.


The removal of the existing barrier hill at Glenridge Heights and its replacement with a 6-foot wall presents a
safety risk to our children, who could climb the wall and fall to the roadway 50 feet below.

The proposed project would likely remove portion of the existing hill in this area to construct I-285 eastbound CD
lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD lanes to minimize impacts to this community and avoid
any residential displacements from your community. A Noise Impact Assessment is being conducted for this
project, which will evaluate traffic-related noise to the Glenridge Heights and the potential for noise abatement, if
it is warranted. If a noise abatement measure is found to be reasonable and feasible and is accepted by the
community, this abatement measure could act as a barrier between Glenridge Heights and I-285. If a noise
abatement measure is not warranted, additional measures will be evaluated to provide a barrier between the
community and the Georgia DOT ROW. At a minimum, fencing would be installed along the Georgia DOT
ROW as with all limited-access roadways, which would act as a deterrent to discourage encroaching into Georgia
DOT ROW. In addition, Georgia DOT typically places fencing on top of retaining walls where there is the
possibility of people reaching the wall, even if the ROW is fenced.


I am concerned about the depreciation in my home’s value due to visible highway encroachment and
retaining walls, as well as noise impacts.

The proposed project alignment has not yet been approved; therefore, required ROW boundaries have not been
permanently established. Once the details of the ROW and easement needs are finalized, a certified appraiser
from the Georgia DOT’s appraiser prequalification list would make a fair market value appraisal of the area to be
required, including any damages to the remainder land, if applicable. The appraisal would also include values for
improvements required or damages that may be applicable.


Some years ago, Georgia DOT purchased two homes in our cul-de-sac (Georgetown Court) backing up to I285. Since then, we have had tall weeds where the homes used to be. Please add the care of these properties
to the project plans.

Your concern will be forwarded to Emanuel Jackson, the Georgia DOT’s District 7 Maintenance Engineer, for
review. He can be reached at (770) 986-1057.


More land is being taken for the project than is reasonably necessary for its construction.

The proposed project is being designed to minimize impacts to residents and businesses, where feasible. Only the
amount of ROW and easements necessary to construct and maintain the proposed improvements would be
acquired by the Department. The proposed project alignment has not yet been approved; therefore, required
ROW boundaries have not been permanently established.


The current proposal will destroy the retaining wall and landscaping/irrigation system on the barrier hill at
the Glenridge Heights development, which our community has invested a lot of money to build.
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The proposed project would likely remove a portion of the existing hill in this area to construct I-285 eastbound
CD lanes. A retaining wall is proposed at the edge of the CD lanes to minimize impacts to this community and
avoid any residential displacements from your community; however, additional ROW and easements would likely
be required from your community. The proposed project design is the currently preferred alternative; however,
the decision on the alternative to move forward (Build or No-Build) will not be made until after the public has had
an opportunity to review and comment on the Draft EA and participate in a public hearing about the project.
Therefore, required ROW boundaries have not been permanently established. Once the details of the ROW and
easement needs are finalized, a certified appraiser from the Georgia DOT’s appraiser prequalification list would
make a fair market value appraisal of the area to be required, including any damages to the remainder land, if
applicable. The appraisal would also include values for improvements required or damages that may be
applicable.

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have further questions, comments or concerns, please call the
project manager, Marlo Clowers, at 404-631-1713 or the environmental analyst, Carla Benton-Hooks, at 404-6311415.

HP/rlos
cc:

Marlo Clowers, GDOT Project Manager (via email)
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files

This letter was sent to the following:

Charles Jung
1477 Brawley Circle NE
Atlanta, GA 30319

Thomas Ariail
1577 Chateau Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Mark Thompson
1744 Chateau Drive
Atlanta, GA 30338

Callie Emison
5670 Kayron Drive NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

John and Elizabeth Wikle
1493 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Alan Wilson
4527 Orleans Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Carolyn Hyde
63 Willow Glen NE
Atlanta, GA 30342

Paige and Michael Polen
4304 Georgetown Court
Atlanta, GA 30338

Amanda Wyatt
4676 Devonshire Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Shawn Hamlin
1692 Kellogg Springs Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Dina Khismatulina
5840 Garber Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Art Wyatt
4676 Devonshire Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Tatum Kreis
5850 Pine Brook Road, NE
Atlanta, GA 30328

Bonnie Hutcheson
4312 Georgetown Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Fara Yarbrough
4679 North Springs Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Charles Wilkes
605 Glenforest Road
Atlanta, GA 30328

Christy and Neil Archibald
1507 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Gloria & Nick Zatezalo
1622 Bishop Hollow Run
Dunwoody, GA 30038

Carl Valenzano
5801 Buckner Creek Drive
Mableton, GA 30126

Will Cooper
6851 Roswell Road, NE #G10
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Phil and Lyn Youngberg
1480 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Dara Lazar
561 Valley Lane NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

John Maynard
6877 Glenlake Parkway, Apt. E
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Stephen Ellet
4373 Old Georgetown Trail
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Bob Splode
405 Otter Creek Court
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Stacy Garguilo
4301 Old Springhouse Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Patty Gumbrill
1656 Bethesda Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Jane Steele
5505 Roswell Road #300
Atlanta, GA 30342

Kristan Wagner
P.O. Box 567142
Atlanta, GA 31156

Stephanie Knapp
1652 North Springs Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Sylvia Kaler
94 Goldrush Circle
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

June Anderson
4359 Ashwoody Trail
Atlanta, GA 30319

Dirk Lampron
1640 Rochelle Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Jeff Lebow, PE
47 Willow Glen, NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Danny L. Baldwin
1612 Rochelle Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Ricardo Lopez
4719 Kings Down Road
Atlanta, GA 30338

This letter was sent to the following:

Beverly Hill
5825 Mitchell Road
Atlanta, GA 30328

John Ford
3549 Janie Court
Atlanta, GA 30341

John Gee III
5559 Benton Woods Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30342-1308

Barrett Smith
620 Glenforest Road NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Lee White
2026 Gables Lane
Atlanta, GA 30350

Terri Polk
4546 Village Springs Place
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Sean Garguilo
4301 Old Springhouse Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Leah Townsend
4617 Kings Down Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Eleanor Remigailo
1657 Bethesda Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Nicole Smith
620 Glenforest Road
Atlanta, GA 30328

Rebecca B. Pinckney
5535 Errol Place, NW
Atlanta, GA 30327

Kate Roark
4608 King’s Down Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Martha Amour
1532 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Wendy Kuehn
1055 Ridge Tarn Drive
Atlanta, GA 30350

Sarah Rogers
4571 Chadwell Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Allie Velleca
4850 Waterbrooke Crossing
Alpharetta, GA 30004

Dan and Jan Hobbs
5663 Colton Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Jeff Sheiner
1535 Chateau Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Marjorie H. Norton
1336 Mill Glen Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Alison Carlson
5805 Timberlane Terrace NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Michael Sturtz
4486 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Joe & Leslie Burns
5785 Hilderbrand Drive, NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Martin Chen
4462 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Richard and Lyndsey Pearson
1488 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

John & Becky Robinson
220 Enclave Circle
Atlanta, GA 30342

Michael Frank
5835 Greenbrier Road
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Adam and Leah Smith
1483 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Daniel Weaver
1260 Fairview Road NE, Apt. D
Atlanta, GA 30306

Kendra Nau
5800 Kayron Drive NE
Atlanta, GA 30328

Michele Reid
1636 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

John Sofsky
4664 Dunover Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30360

Lauren Panetta
689 Lockton Place
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Mike Robinson
1558 Congress Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Moira Wilson
4527 Orleans Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Sean Penn
1706 Kings Down Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Sarah Robinson
1558 Congress Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

This letter was sent to the following:

Baruch Feigerbaum
1640 Stoney Creek Way
Roswell, GA 30075

Aaron Baird
4351 Old Georgetown Trail
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Dan Scothorn
1551 Chadwell Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Irma W. Martin
7310 Hunters Branch Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Laura Plank
5775 Kayron Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Duke Nichols
4500 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Lisa Downey
697 Lockton Place, NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

S.W. Martin
7310 Hunters Branch Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Rico Nichols
190 Worth Drive
Atlanta, GA 30327

Don Tirrell
1636 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Bill Hightower
910 Byrnwyck Drive
Brookhaven, GA 30319

Samantha Nichols
4500 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Brian Harper
1539 Congress Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Glenn Foster
5667 Colton Drive
Sandy Springs, Georgia 30342

Fletcher Nichols, Jr.
4506 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Samantha Nowak
4351 Old Georgetown Trail
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Lee Holsworth
340 Spindle Tree Trace
Roswell, Georgia 30076

Elizabeth Holland
1681 Kings Down Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Elyse Christensen
211 Perimeter Center Parkway,
Suite G-1
Atlanta, GA 30346

Monica Mulholland
38 Waterford Court
Dunwoody, GA 30328

Larry Chambliss
4803 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Atlanta, GA 30338

Laurence Gammon
159 Barkley Lane
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Carla Masecar
4570 Kings Down Way
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Brenda Dixon
161 Covered Bridge Drive, SW
Smyrna, GA 30082

Nina Franzke
34 Waterford Court
Atlanta, GA 30328

Pierce Freeman
5585 High Point Road
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Brian Dorrien
1550 Chadwell Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

John Robinson
5945 Kayron Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Adam Merlin
5680 Kayron Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Tracy Ellet
4373 Old Georgetown Trail
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Dr. Richard Smith
5673 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd.
NE, Suite 430
Atlanta, GA 30342-1731

Mary Schaap
4400 Chateau Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Ralph Lord
1541 Rochelle Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

This letter was sent to the following:

Chris Rank
5935 Greenbrier Road
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Kenneth Apps
1491 Kings Down Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Suzanne Melan
4676 Kings Down Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Joseph Bond
5304 Fairfield West
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Kimberly De Fino
1486 Kings Down Circle
Dunwoody, GA 30338

M. Taylor
4428 Old Georgetown Trail
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Steve Jordan
160 Connemara Road
Roswell, GA 30075

George Granata
1662 North Springs Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Carrie Vaughn
2837 Pontiac Circle
Doraville, GA 30360

Jon Hilgert
1757 Chateau Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Dan and Stephanie Holmes
P.O. Box 88243
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Shelley Noble
4653 Kings Down Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Alex Hill
1463 Rochelle Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Melissa Stavropoulos
1463 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Elmer Poole
2000 East West Connector #122
Austell, GA 30106

Steven Jarrett
4620 Buckline Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Charles and Patrice Stark
5579 High Point Road
Sandy Springs, GA 30342

Al Bowman
3660 Glennvale Court
Cumming, GA 30041

Scott Krieg
1691 North Springs Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Ralph Anderson
1544 Chadwell Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Cobi Cohen
1498 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Emily Myers
4685 Kings Down Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Shari Ariail
1577 Chateau Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

David Perez
david.jose.perez@gmail.com

Liesa Nichols
4500 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Patrick Arnold
4578 Kings Down Way
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Sharon Epstein
sharoneplevin@gmail.com

William Nichols
4500 Orleans Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Nancy Baldwin
1612 Rochelle Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Jerry Carnes
jcarnes@wxia.gannett.com

Cassie Odom
1475 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Daphne Bertholf
1559 Chadwell Court
Atlanta, GA 30338

Jackie Goldstein
jackieflashgoldstein@gmail.com

Ken Odom, Jr.
1475 Old Spring House Lane
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Vince Groff
1562 Rochelle Court
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Public Information Open House for P.I. No. 721850
(November 18, 2014)


Project Fact Sheet



Comments Received from the Public



Response Letter and Address List

I‐285 /SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
Project Factsheet (P.I. No. 0000784)

Project Description
The I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project proposes operational improve‐
ments along I‐285 and SR 400 at and leading up to the interchange. The proposed im‐
provements include construction of barrier‐separated collector‐distributor (CD) lanes
along I‐285 and SR 400, reconstruction of existing ramps, and construction of new fly‐
over bridges, as well as reconstruction and widening of existing bridges in the inter‐
change area. Along I‐285, the project would begin approximately one mile west of Ro‐
swell Road and end approximately 0.75 mile east of Ashford Dunwoody Road, for a
distance of approximately 4.3 miles. Along SR 400, the proposed project would begin
just south of the Glenridge Connector and extend north to the Hammond Drive inter‐
change area, where it would tie into an adjacent project (GDOT P.I. No. 721850, the SR
400 CD Lanes Project). The total length of the proposed improvements along SR 400
is approximately 1.2 miles. The proposed improvements would not be tolled.

Need and Purpose
The proposed project aims to:






Reduce the substantial amount of vehicular weaving (vehicular conflicts caused by
travelers trying to move across one or more lanes of traﬃc) that occurs along I‐285
in the vicinity of the I‐285/SR 400 interchange due to the closely spaced inter‐
changes in this area (Roswell Road, Glenridge Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody
Road, and Ashford Dunwoody Road). This weaving currently results in congestion
and safety concerns in this area.
Improve ramp capacity at the I‐285/SR 400 interchange. The existing ramp capac‐
ity is insuﬃcient to accommodate traﬃc demand, and leads to long queues ap‐
proaching the interchange, which contributes to the congestion and safety con‐
cerns in this area.
Improve deficiencies in the existing configuration of the I‐285/SR 400 interchange
(such as left‐lane merges).

Process and Schedule
The I‐285/SR 400 interchange reconstruction project is designated a priority for the
metro Atlanta region and is being advanced through innovative project delivery
eﬀorts. An Environmental Assessment (EA) is being completed for this project. GDOT
is proposing to construct this project along with the adjacent SR 400 CD Lanes Project
(P.I. No. 721850) as one Design‐Build‐Finance (DBF), Public‐Private Partnership (P3) in
order to achieve maximum eﬃciency, economic benefit, and cost‐eﬀectiveness for the
region. The project kicked oﬀ in early 2014 and a series of Public Information Open
Houses were held in August 2014. A Public Hearing Open House is anticipated for early
2015.

Fall 2014

What is a Collector‐Distributor
(CD) Lane?
A CD lane is a parallel, controlled‐
access roadway that separates
through traﬃc from local traﬃc
that is entering and exiting the
freeway or interstate system. CD
lanes are typically used to reduce
vehicle conflicts associated with
weaving.

Anticipated
Project Schedule:
Let Date (Developer Selection)—
Late 2015
Begin Construction—2016
End Construction—Late 2019

Contact Us
Ms. Marlo Clowers, P.E.
GDOT Project Manager
Oﬃce of Innovative Delivery
600 West Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30308
404‐631‐1713
Email: mclowers@ga.dot.gov

Visit us on the web at
www.dot.ga.gov/Projects
(Click on “popular project websites”
under Featured Projects, then
“I‐285 & SR 400 Improvements.”)

Project Location and Overview
P.I. No. 0000784
I‐285/ SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project

Georgia Department of Transportation
Interstate 285 (I‐285) at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project Comment Card
Project NHS00‐0000‐00(784), Fulton and DeKalb Counties, P.I. No. 0000784
November 18, 2014
Please print responses.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________________
Please provide your comments for the I‐285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send to:
Georgia Department of Transportation
Mr. Darryl VanMeter, P.E.
Oﬃce of Innovative Delivery
600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
dvanmeter@dot.ga.gov

Proyecto de Reconstrucción del Intercambio I‐285/SR 400
Hoja de datos del Proyecto (P.I. No. 0000784)

Descripción del Proyecto
El proyecto de Reconstrucción del Intercambio I‐285/SR 400 propone mejoras opera‐
cionales a lo largo del I‐285 y SR 400 en y que conduce al intercambio. Las mejoras
propuestas incluyen reformas propuestas incluirán la construcción de carriles colecto‐
res de distribución (CD) separados por barrera a lo largo de del I‐285 y el SR 400, la
reconstrucción de las rampas de acceso existentes, la construcción de un nuevo puente
de paso elevado, y la reconstrucción y ampliación de puentes existentes en el área del
intercambio. A lo largo del I‐285, el proyecto propuesto empezaría al oeste de Roswell
Road y continuaría por una distancia de aproximadamente 4.3 millas, y terminará 0.75
millas al este de Ashford Dunwoody Road. A lo largo del SR 400, el proyecto propuesto
empezaría al sur del Glenridge Connector y se extendería norte hasta el área del inter‐
cambio de Hammond Drive, donde se conectaría a un proyecto adyacente (GDOT P.I.
No.721850). La longitud total de las mejoras propuestas a lo largo del SR 400 es aproxi‐
madamente 1.2 millas. Las mejoras propuestas no tendrán colección de peaje.

Propósitos y Necesidad
El proyecto propuesto sirve a:
 Reducir considerablemente la cantidad de entrecruzamiento que ocurre a lo largo
del I‐285 y en las áreas proximidades del intercambio del I‐285 y el SR 400 causado
por los intercambios siendo espaciados estrechamente (Roswell Road, Glenridge
Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody Road, y Ashford Dunwoody Road). El entre‐
cruzamiento actual causa congestión y problemas de seguridad en esta área
 Mejorar la capacidad de las rampas de acceso en el intercambio del I‐285 y el SR
400. La capacidad de las rampas de acceso actuales son insuficientes para acomo‐
dar la demanda de tráfico y causa largas filas acercándose al intercambio, que con‐
tribuyen a la congestión y problemas de seguridad.
 Mejorar deficiencias en la configuración existente del intercambio del I‐285 y el SR
400, como carriles confluentes a la izquierda.

Plan y Proceso
El proyecto propuesto de la reconstrucción del intercambio del I‐285 y el SR 400 esta
designado como prioridad para la región de Metro Atlanta y está siendo avanzado por
métodos de ejecución de proyectos innovadores. Una Evaluación Ambiental (EA) está
siendo completada para este proyecto. El GDOT propone construir este proyecto en
conjunto con el proyecto adyacente de construcción de carriles colectores de distribu‐
ción del SR 400(P.I. No. 721850) como un Diseño‐Construcción‐Financiación (DBF),
Colaboración Público‐Privada (P3) con el fin de lograr eficiencia máxima, beneficio
económico, y costo‐efectividad para la región. El proyecto empezó a principios del
2014 y en agosto del 2014 se llevó a cabo una serie de reuniones de información públi‐
ca. A principios del 2015 se anticipa una vista pública.

Otoño 2014

¿Qué son carriles colectores de
distribución (CD)?
Un carril colector de distribución (CD),
es un carril con acceso controlado que
corre a lo paralelo de una carretera,
separando el tráfico directo del tráfico
local que está entrando y saliendo del
autopista o sistema interestatal. Los
carriles CD típicamente son usados
para reducir conflictos vehiculares aso‐
ciado con el entrecruzamiento.

Calendario
Anticipado del Proyecto:
Fecha de Permiso (Selección de Cons‐
tructor)—A Finales del 2015
Inicio de Construcción—2016
Fin de Construcción—A Finales del
2019

Contact Us
Srta. Marlo Clowers, P.E.
Directora de Proyectos GDOT
Oficina de Entregas Innovadoras
600 West Peachtree St. NW
Atlanta, GA 30308
Email: mclowers@ga.dot.gov

Visítenos en el web
www.dot.ga.gov/Projects
(Haga click en “popular project
websites” bajo Featured Projects,
después en “I‐285 & SR 400 Im‐
provements.”)

Departamento de Transportación de Georgia
Tarjeta de Comentarios de la Reunión de Información Pública
Proyecto NHS00‐0000‐00(784), Condados de Fulton y DeKalb, P.I. No. 0000784
18 de noviembre del 2015
Por favor escriba en letra imprenta.
Nombre: ______________________________________________________________________________
Dirección: _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Correo Electrónico: __________________________________________________________________

Por favor envíe sus comentarios para el proyecto de Reconstrucción del Intercambio I‐285/SR 400 de abajo.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Envié al:
Georgia Department of Transportation
Mr. Darryl VanMeter, P.E.
Oficina de Entregas Innovadores
600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
dvanmeter@dot.ga.gov

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Monday, December 01, 2014 1:25 PM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; Stevens, Robin
'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com'; Poudel, Shamir
FW: Bike/Pedestrian Path

FYI
From: pam zendt [mailto:pamandfredzendt@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 1:10 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo
Subject: Bike/Pedestrian Path

Date: December 1, 2014

Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:

For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:

1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a MultiUse Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400 trail
in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell &
Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work-inprogress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody,
Chamblee and the redevelopment-in-progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and
Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a
minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi-Use Trail to be built.
2. Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of
theNACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the
use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for
use within the US.
3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
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4. Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are
incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent -especially Millennials who insist on these amenities -- which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.

In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle
more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people.Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are
one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as barriers to many persons
who may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a
single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion
mitigation can be attained.

These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes
throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to
Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly
shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both
achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,
Pam Zendt, Sandy Springs, Ga

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Monday, December 01, 2014 2:10 PM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; Stevens, Robin; 'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com';
Poudel, Shamir; Benton-Hooks, Carla
FW: Please consider trails and Complete Streets for I-285/SR 400

From: KENBIKELAW@aol.com [mailto:KENBIKELAW@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 2:09 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo; McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Subject: Please consider trails and Complete Streets for I-285/SR 400
Re: I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784, & SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Ms. Glowers,
For the above mentioned projects, I support the efforts of quality growth minded people in urging the Georgia Department
of Transportation to:
1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a
Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually link to the south to the
PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north
into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of
Perimeter CID into their work-in-progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work
each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment-in-progress former GM plant in Doraville;
south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and
commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for
a future Multi-Use Trail to be built.
2. Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the project
areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow
the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and
minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer
to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.
3. Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
4. Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items
are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective
jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent —
especially Millennials who insist on these amenities — which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle
more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people.
Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one
mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as barriers to many persons who
may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a
single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion
mitigation can be attained.
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These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes
throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to
Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly
shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both
achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Kenneth A. Rosskopf, P.C.
119 N. McDonough St.
Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 373-0140
ken@kenbikelaw.com
www.kenbikelaw.com

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ed Marks <emarks@paperhost.com>
Monday, December 01, 2014 2:46 PM
Clowers, Marlo
McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities
Design for Projects: I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784, SR 400
Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850

Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:
1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi‐Use
Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400 trail in
Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell &
Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐
progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee
and the redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and
west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave
accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be built.
2. Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of the
NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use
of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use
within the US.
3. Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
4. Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are
incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle congestion, increase
adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent -- especially Millennials who insist on
these amenities -- which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle more
frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people. Nearly fifty
percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one mile or less – distances
easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a nonmotorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a single-digit percentage mode shift away
from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region. Accordingly, the
GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes throughout. Applying safe
Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA
rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD
without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating
these alternative modes as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Edward S. Marks
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Samantha M. Sacks <sacksy1@yahoo.com>
Monday, December 01, 2014 2:42 PM
Clowers, Marlo; McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Bike Path and multi use trail completion

Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers, Mr. McMurray, Ms. Digioia, and Mr. Rushing:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation
to:
Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi‐
Use Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400
trail in Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell
& Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their
work‐in‐progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to
Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center
MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking
as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be built.
Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of the
NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the
use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for
use within the US.
Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT
Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by
GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent —
especially Millennials who insist on these amenities — which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle
more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people.
Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one
mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers to many persons who
may wish to choose a non‐motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a
single‐digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation,
congestion mitigation can be attained.
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These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes
throughout. Applying safe Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to
Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly
shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both
achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Samantha Desai
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Monday, December 01, 2014 3:20 PM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; Stevens, Robin; Poudel, Shamir;
'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com'; Benton-Hooks, Carla
FW: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle
Facilities Design for Projects

Subject:

From: David Marshall [mailto:davidmmarshall@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 3:18 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo
Cc: McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects
To all concerned,
Please consider the proposed recommendations. I agree with and strongly support the letter below from Mr. Seconder
with Georgia Bikes.
Sincerely,
-David Marshall
Atlanta, GA

***Forwarded Letter from Georgia Bikes:
To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.

Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia

Byron Rushing

Chief Engineer, GDOT

Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT

Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC

rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

BRushing@atlantaregional.com

CC:

Russell McMurray
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Date: December 1, 2014

Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:

For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:

1.
Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a
Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually link to the south to
the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north
into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter
CID into their work-in-progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward
to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment-in-progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center
MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking
as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi-Use Trail to be built.
2.
Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of
the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or
eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green
Lane Project” for use within the US.
3.
Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
4.
Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are
incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent -especially Millennials who insist on these amenities -- which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.

In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle
more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and
28 percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as
barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter
area each day. With even a single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian
transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
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These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes
throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to
Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly
shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both
achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Joe Seconder
404-545-3711
email: jseconder@yahoo.com
Linked in
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
Blog: Bicycling Joe
Local Advocacy: Bike-Walk Dunwoody

__._,_.___
Posted by: "Joe Seconder" <jseconder@yahoo.com>

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans

3

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Daniel Jessee <dgjessee@gmail.com>
Monday, December 01, 2014 6:52 PM
Clowers, Marlo
McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; brushing@atlantaregional.com
Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities
Design for Projects

Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along
both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned
to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will provide connectivity from the
heart of Perimeter CID into their work-in-progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to
Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment-in-progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to
the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space
for a future Multi-Use Trail to be built.

2.

Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the project areas, including all bridges. Insure
facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City
of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”.
Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are incorporated into each project’s
design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle congestion, increase adjacent residential
property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent -- especially Millennials who insist on these amenities -- which will comprise 75%
of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle more frequently if their community had
better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in
metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285
are considered as barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With
even a single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region. Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy
mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile
connectivity of “Safe Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its
goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,
Daniel Jessee
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Barulic, Stephanie <Stephanie.Barulic@turner.com>
Tuesday, December 02, 2014 9:41 AM
Clowers, Marlo
McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Separated Bike/Ped Facilities & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design

Date: December 2, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of
Transportation to:
1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as
a Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually link to the south
to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta
Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will provide connectivity
from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work-in-progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over
100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment-in-progress
former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy
Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave accommodation
within each project space for a future Multi-Use Trail to be built.
2. Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the
project areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy &
Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for
these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka
“Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.
3. Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
4. Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these
items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the
respective jurisdictions.
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Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent
— especially Millennials who insist on these amenities — which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a
bicycle more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28
percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as
barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the
Perimeter area each day. With even a single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to
bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike
lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe
Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street
motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative
modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as
we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Stephanie and Mark Barulic
4755 Springfield Drive
Dunwoody, GA
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Danny Capitel <dcapitel@promnetwork.com>
Monday, December 01, 2014 8:18 PM
Clowers, Marlo
McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Concerned Sandy Spring Resident and Cyclist
GDOT-285-400-400CD-Trail-Bike-Ped-Facility-Letter-Info-Sheet-12.1.2014.docx

Date: December 1, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation
to:
1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a
Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually link to the south to
the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and
north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart
of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees
work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in
Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and
commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for
a future Multi‐Use Trail to be built.
2. Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the project
areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow
the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and
minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”.
Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.
3. Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
4. Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items
are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective
jurisdictions.
Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent ‐‐
especially Millennials who insist on these amenities ‐‐ which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle
more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people.
Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one
mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers to many persons who
may wish to choose a non‐motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a
1

single‐digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation,
congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes
throughout. Applying safe Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to
Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street motor vehicle
congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly
shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both
achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Danny Capitel
Danny Capitel
84 River Park Drive
Atlanta, GA 30328
770.630.6796 (Mobile)
dcapitel@yahoo.com
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Background Detail Sheet
SR‐400 Collector‐Distributor & I‐285/400 Interchange Redesign Project
Multi‐Use Trail & On‐Street Facilities Request
December 1, 2014
By Joe Seconder
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
404‐545‐3711 / jseconder@yahoo.com

On‐Street Bicycle Facility Design
Follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual
Please apply the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (Adopted by the City of Atlanta)
Sidepaths have inherent difficulties in built‐up urban areas. Need to consider transition areas at the project
boundaries. What facilities are existing & planned to connect to the project area? One‐way or two‐way?
Consider Cycle Tracks / Protected Bike Lanes per the “Green Lane Project” guidelines. See example on 10th Street
in Midtown Atlanta.

Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway / Separated Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility
Georgia Examples: PATH‐400 Multi‐Use Trail along SR‐400 ROW & SR‐166 in Carrollton
US Federal Highway References: I‐70 in Colorado, west of Denver
FHWA Guidance: Under the United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and
Pedestrian accommodation:
"The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation
projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and
opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation
systems. Because of the numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide ‐
including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and quality of life ‐ transportation agencies are
encouraged to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes."
Can’t Afford Not to: Dedicated Bicycle & Trail Accommodations add value to local businesses & homes. Improve
Health, Increase local transportation options. All adds up to an excellent long‐term Return on Investment.
Safe Routes to Transit: Allow Non‐Motorized access from MARTA stations to employment centers, providing a
SAFE transportation option, relieving local motor vehicle rush‐hour traffic.
Plan for the Future: Bridges last 50+ years. Millennials are looking for walkable, bikeable communities & will
relocate their businesses & create new jobs where this infrastructure exists. This trend will increase.
Regional Connected Network: PATH400 Trail is being built northward along GA‐400 up to the Sandy Springs city
limits. Roswell trail system connects into Alpharetta with plans to connect into the Forsyth County trail network. is
the single point of access between Perimeter CID, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs to cross the Chattahoochee River into
Roswell, connecting into their trail & bike network and points beyond.
Supports Existing Plans: Perimeter CIDs Commuter Trail Plan, DeKalb County 2000 Trail Plan, Sandy Springs 2014
Bike/Ped Trail Plan, Dunwoody Comprehensive Land Use Plan and City of Brookhaven plans reference connection

to regional trail networks. Chamblee & Dunwoody planning to conduct an LCI Study of the 285 corridor, including
Multi‐Modal transportation. Connectivity to Doraville former GM Plant for Live‐Work‐Play.

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Tuesday, December 02, 2014 4:37 PM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; 'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com'; Stevens, Robin;
Poudel, Shamir
FW: I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784 SR 400 CollectorDistributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
GDOT 285-400+400CD - Trail + Bike-Ped Facility Letter+Info Sheet - 12 1 2014.docx

FYI
From: Michael Frank [mailto:mhfrank@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 2:38 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo
Cc: McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com; rpaul@sandyspringsga.gov;
jpaulson@sandyspringsga.gov; kdishman@sandyspringsga.gov; gmcdonald@sandyspringsga.gov;
gsterling@sandyspringsga.gov; tdejulio@sandyspringsga.gov; abauman@sandyspringsga.gov;
jmcdonough@sandyspringsga.gov; BPoole@SandySpringsga.gov; aparker@sandyspringsga.gov;
GColeman@SandySpringsga.gov; jseconder@yahoo.com
Subject: I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784 SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. #
721850
Ms. ClowersAs a resident of the city of Sandy Springs, I am writing to express my strong support for the proposals contained in the
attached letter that affect the project listed in the subject line.
As an avid cyclist, I believe that these amenities will greatly increase the utility of this project for not only local residents
but also for residents of many nearby communities.
We should not lose the opportunity to implement these proposals now; it would be difficult, much more costly or
impossible later.
Thank you for your consideration.
Michael Frank
5835 Greenbrier Rd
Sandy Springs, Georgia 30328
Cell: 404-797-3500

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 1, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of
Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian
facilities as a Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually
link to the south to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to
the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will
provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐progress “Commuter Trail Plan”
network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the
redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and
Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are
asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be
built.

2.

Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the
project areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy &
Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for
these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka
“Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these
items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the
respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee
talent ‐‐ especially Millennials who insist on these amenities ‐‐ which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a
bicycle more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28
percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers
to many persons who may wish to choose a non‐motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter
area each day. With even a single‐digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or
pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike
lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe
Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street
motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative
modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes
as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Background Detail Sheet
SR‐400 Collector‐Distributor & I‐285/400 Interchange Redesign Project
Multi‐Use Trail & On‐Street Facilities Request
December 1, 2014
By Joe Seconder
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
404‐545‐3711 / jseconder@yahoo.com

On‐Street Bicycle Facility Design
Follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual
Please apply the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (Adopted by the City of Atlanta)
Sidepaths have inherent difficulties in built‐up urban areas. Need to consider transition areas at the project
boundaries. What facilities are existing & planned to connect to the project area? One‐way or two‐way?
Consider Cycle Tracks / Protected Bike Lanes per the “Green Lane Project” guidelines. See example on 10th Street
in Midtown Atlanta.

Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway / Separated Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility
Georgia Examples: PATH‐400 Multi‐Use Trail along SR‐400 ROW & SR‐166 in Carrollton
US Federal Highway References: I‐70 in Colorado, west of Denver
FHWA Guidance: Under the United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and
Pedestrian accommodation:
"The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation
projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and
opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation
systems. Because of the numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide ‐
including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and quality of life ‐ transportation agencies are
encouraged to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes."
Can’t Afford Not to: Dedicated Bicycle & Trail Accommodations add value to local businesses & homes. Improve
Health, Increase local transportation options. All adds up to an excellent long‐term Return on Investment.
Safe Routes to Transit: Allow Non‐Motorized access from MARTA stations to employment centers, providing a
SAFE transportation option, relieving local motor vehicle rush‐hour traffic.
Plan for the Future: Bridges last 50+ years. Millennials are looking for walkable, bikeable communities & will
relocate their businesses & create new jobs where this infrastructure exists. This trend will increase.
Regional Connected Network: PATH400 Trail is being built northward along GA‐400 up to the Sandy Springs city
limits. Roswell trail system connects into Alpharetta with plans to connect into the Forsyth County trail network. is
the single point of access between Perimeter CID, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs to cross the Chattahoochee River into
Roswell, connecting into their trail & bike network and points beyond.
Supports Existing Plans: Perimeter CIDs Commuter Trail Plan, DeKalb County 2000 Trail Plan, Sandy Springs 2014
Bike/Ped Trail Plan, Dunwoody Comprehensive Land Use Plan and City of Brookhaven plans reference connection
to regional trail networks. Chamblee & Dunwoody planning to conduct an LCI Study of the 285 corridor, including
Multi‐Modal transportation. Connectivity to Doraville former GM Plant for Live‐Work‐Play.

To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 2, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of
Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian
facilities as a Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually
link to the south to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to
the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will
provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐progress “Commuter Trail Plan”
network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the
redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and
Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are
asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be
built.

2.

Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the
project areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy &
Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for
these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka
“Protected Bicycle Lanes.” Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these
items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the
respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee
talent ‐‐ especially Millennials who insist on these amenities ‐‐ which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a
bicycle more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28
percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers
to many persons who may wish to choose a non‐motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter
area each day. With even a single‐digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or
pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike
lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe
Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street
motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative
modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes
as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Anne & Chip Hicks
Anne & Chip Hicks
5640 Woodsong Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338
(404) 316‐2336

Background Detail Sheet
SR‐400 Collector‐Distributor & I‐285/400 Interchange Redesign Project
Multi‐Use Trail & On‐Street Facilities Request
December 1, 2014
By Joe Seconder
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
404‐545‐3711 / jseconder@yahoo.com

On‐Street Bicycle Facility Design
Follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual
Please apply the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (Adopted by the City of Atlanta)
Sidepaths have inherent difficulties in built‐up urban areas. Need to consider transition areas at the project
boundaries. What facilities are existing & planned to connect to the project area? One‐way or two‐way?
Consider Cycle Tracks / Protected Bike Lanes per the “Green Lane Project” guidelines. See example on 10th Street
in Midtown Atlanta.

Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway / Separated Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility
Georgia Examples: PATH‐400 Multi‐Use Trail along SR‐400 ROW & SR‐166 in Carrollton
US Federal Highway References: I‐70 in Colorado, west of Denver
FHWA Guidance: Under the United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and
Pedestrian accommodation:
"The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation
projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and
opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation
systems. Because of the numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide ‐
including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and quality of life ‐ transportation agencies are
encouraged to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes."
Can’t Afford Not to: Dedicated Bicycle & Trail Accommodations add value to local businesses & homes. Improve
Health, Increase local transportation options. All adds up to an excellent long‐term Return on Investment.
Safe Routes to Transit: Allow Non‐Motorized access from MARTA stations to employment centers, providing a
SAFE transportation option, relieving local motor vehicle rush‐hour traffic.
Plan for the Future: Bridges last 50+ years. Millennials are looking for walkable, bikeable communities & will
relocate their businesses & create new jobs where this infrastructure exists. This trend will increase.
Regional Connected Network: PATH400 Trail is being built northward along GA‐400 up to the Sandy Springs city
limits. Roswell trail system connects into Alpharetta with plans to connect into the Forsyth County trail network. is
the single point of access between Perimeter CID, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs to cross the Chattahoochee River into
Roswell, connecting into their trail & bike network and points beyond.
Supports Existing Plans: Perimeter CIDs Commuter Trail Plan, DeKalb County 2000 Trail Plan, Sandy Springs 2014
Bike/Ped Trail Plan, Dunwoody Comprehensive Land Use Plan and City of Brookhaven plans reference connection
to regional trail networks. Chamblee & Dunwoody planning to conduct an LCI Study of the 285 corridor, including
Multi‐Modal transportation. Connectivity to Doraville former GM Plant for Live‐Work‐Play.

To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 1, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of
Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian
facilities as a Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285. The GA-400 trail would eventually
link to the south to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW (planned to connect to
the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I-285, the trails will
provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work-in-progress “Commuter Trail Plan”
network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the
redevelopment-in-progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and
Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are
asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi-Use Trail to be
built.

2.

Follow urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities for on-street segments of the
project areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy &
Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for
these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka
“Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these
items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the
respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee
talent -- especially Millennials who insist on these amenities -- which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a
bicycle more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28
percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as barriers
to many persons who may wish to choose a non-motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter
area each day. With even a single-digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or
pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike
lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe
Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street
motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative
modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes
as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Tracie Sanchez
Georgia Trail Summit Executive Committee
Tracie Sanchez
Jim Langford
Charlotte Gillis
Lisa Frank
John Devine
Save the date June 4-6 for Georgia Trail Summit 2015 in Athens, GA www.georgiatrailsummit.com

Background Detail Sheet
SR-400 Collector-Distributor & I-285/400 Interchange Redesign Project
Multi-Use Trail & On-Street Facilities Request
December 1, 2014
By Joe Seconder
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
404-545-3711 / jseconder@yahoo.com

On-Street Bicycle Facility Design
Follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual
Please apply the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (Adopted by the City of Atlanta)
Sidepaths have inherent difficulties in built-up urban areas. Need to consider transition areas at the project
boundaries. What facilities are existing & planned to connect to the project area? One-way or two-way?
th
Consider Cycle Tracks / Protected Bike Lanes per the “Green Lane Project” guidelines. See example on 10 Street
in Midtown Atlanta.

Multi-Use Trail / Greenway / Separated Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility
Georgia Examples: PATH-400 Multi-Use Trail along SR-400 ROW & SR-166 in Carrollton
US Federal Highway References: I-70 in Colorado, west of Denver
FHWA Guidance: Under the United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and
Pedestrian accommodation:
"The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation
projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and
opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation
systems. Because of the numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and quality of life - transportation agencies are
encouraged to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes."
Can’t Afford Not to: Dedicated Bicycle & Trail Accommodations add value to local businesses & homes. Improve
Health, Increase local transportation options. All adds up to an excellent long-term Return on Investment.
Safe Routes to Transit: Allow Non-Motorized access from MARTA stations to employment centers, providing a
SAFE transportation option, relieving local motor vehicle rush-hour traffic.
Plan for the Future: Bridges last 50+ years. Millennials are looking for walkable, bikeable communities & will
relocate their businesses & create new jobs where this infrastructure exists. This trend will increase.
Regional Connected Network: PATH400 Trail is being built northward along GA-400 up to the Sandy Springs city
limits. Roswell trail system connects into Alpharetta with plans to connect into the Forsyth County trail network. is
the single point of access between Perimeter CID, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs to cross the Chattahoochee River into
Roswell, connecting into their trail & bike network and points beyond.
Supports Existing Plans: Perimeter CIDs Commuter Trail Plan, DeKalb County 2000 Trail Plan, Sandy Springs 2014
Bike/Ped Trail Plan, Dunwoody Comprehensive Land Use Plan and City of Brookhaven plans reference connection
to regional trail networks. Chamblee & Dunwoody planning to conduct an LCI Study of the 285 corridor, including
Multi-Modal transportation. Connectivity to Doraville former GM Plant for Live-Work-Play.

December 3, 2014
To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

cc:

Russell Mc Murray, Chief Engineer, GDOT
Katelyn Digioia, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
Byron Rushing, Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner, Atlanta Regional Commission

Re:

Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) for
 I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
 SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850

Dear Ms. Clowers:
Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety, Inc. (PEDS) is dedicated to making the Atlanta region a
great place to walk. As President & CEO of PEDS, I am writing to encourage the Georgia
Department of Transportation to design and operate the I-285/SR 400 Interchange
Reconstruction project and SR 400 Collector-Distributor Lanes in ways that meet the needs of
cyclists and pedestrians. In particular, I recommend that the Department:
1. Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated, separated
bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi-Use Trail / Greenway along both GA-400 & I-285.
In the years ahead, the GA-400 trail will link to a growing network of trails, including:


PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA-400 ROW and will connect to the
Atlanta Beltline



Roswell & Alpharetta trail network



“Commuter Trail Plan” network that will serve the Perimeter Community
Improvement District, Dunwoody, Chamblee and the former GM plant in Doraville,
the Medical Center MARTA station, the City of Brookhaven, the new Sandy Springs
City Center and commuters from East Cobb.

Chairman Bob Dallas | President & CEO Sally Flocks
1389 Peachtree Street | Suite 202 | Atlanta, GA 30309 | Tel 404-685-8722 | E-mail sally@peds.org | www.peds.org

At a minimum, this project should include space that accommodates future construction of a
multi-use trail.
2. Design and install sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
3. Design and install safe crossing treatments at all transit stations and bus stops as well as at
pedestrian generators such as multi-family housing, commercial areas and job centers.
4. Hold planning review meetings where stakeholders can meet with GDOT planners and
engineers to ensure these items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by
GDOT senior officials, as well as jurisdictions where these projects are located.
Research by the Atlanta Regional Commission found that 72 percent of transit trips begin with
walking trips – and 80 percent end with walking trips. Research also found that 22 percent of all
pedestrian-vehicle collisions occur within 100 feet of transit stops. Nearly half occur within 300
feet of transit stops. Pedestrians account for 15 percent of all traffic fatalities in Georgia.
Providing safe pedestrian access to transit is plays an essential role in heling the state achieve its
vision of Toward Zero Deaths.
Incorporating safe accommodations for pedestrians and cyclists in these projects will save lives,
support transit-oriented development and promote a prosperous economy. And by encouraging
people to bicycle and walk more, it will improve public health and quality of life in the Atlanta
region.
Thank you for considering these recommendations.
Sincerely,

Sally Flocks

Chairman Bob Dallas | President & CEO Sally Flocks
1389 Peachtree Street | Suite 202 | Atlanta, GA 30309 | Tel 404-685-8722 | E-mail sally@peds.org | www.peds.org

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Thursday, December 04, 2014 11:24 AM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; 'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com'; Stevens, Robin;
Poudel, Shamir; Benton-Hooks, Carla
FW: GDOT 400/285 Projects - Add Trail Network & Complete Streets
GDOT 285-400+400CD - Trail + Bike-Ped Facility Letter+Info Sheet - 12.1.2014.docx

From: JASON METZGER [mailto:jason_metzger@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 8:37 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo; rmcmurry@dot.ga.go; Digioia, Katelyn L; BRushing@atlantaregional.com
Subject: GDOT 400/285 Projects - Add Trail Network & Complete Streets

I understand that the attached letter has been submitted on behalf of Georgia Bikes and other entities regarding the proposed
improvements to the GA-400 and I-285 interchange. I would like to reiterate their comments and express my support of the proposed
pedestrian and bicycle additions to the project. Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and

jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and
attract & retain employee talent. At a minimum, please provide space for future construction of these amenities, and
ensure that all surface street changes allow for safe passage of these users where vehicular traffic is merging on or off of
the highways. Thank you for your time.
Jason Metzger
5475 Oxford Chase Way
Dunwoody, GA 30338
770-393-2554

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 1, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info

Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of
Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian
facilities as a Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually
link to the south to the PATH400 trail in Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to
the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell & Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will
provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐progress “Commuter Trail Plan”
network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee and the
redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and
Brookhaven; and west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are
asking as a minimum to leave accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be
built.

2.

Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the
project areas, including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy &
Manual and allow the use of the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for
these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka
“Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these
items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the
respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle
congestion, increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee
talent ‐‐ especially Millennials who insist on these amenities ‐‐ which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a
bicycle more frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.

The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000
people. Nearly fifty percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28
percent are one mile or less – distances easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers
to many persons who may wish to choose a non‐motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter
area each day. With even a single‐digit percentage mode shift away from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or
pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region.
Accordingly, the GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike
lanes throughout. Applying safe Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe
Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street
motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD without fully accommodating the alternative
modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating these alternative modes
as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Background Detail Sheet
SR‐400 Collector‐Distributor & I‐285/400 Interchange Redesign Project
Multi‐Use Trail & On‐Street Facilities Request
December 1, 2014
By Joe Seconder
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
404‐545‐3711 / jseconder@yahoo.com

On‐Street Bicycle Facility Design
Follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual
Please apply the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (Adopted by the City of Atlanta)
Sidepaths have inherent difficulties in built‐up urban areas. Need to consider transition areas at the project
boundaries. What facilities are existing & planned to connect to the project area? One‐way or two‐way?
Consider Cycle Tracks / Protected Bike Lanes per the “Green Lane Project” guidelines. See example on 10th Street
in Midtown Atlanta.

Multi‐Use Trail / Greenway / Separated Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility
Georgia Examples: PATH‐400 Multi‐Use Trail along SR‐400 ROW & SR‐166 in Carrollton
US Federal Highway References: I‐70 in Colorado, west of Denver
FHWA Guidance: Under the United States Department of Transportation Policy Statement on Bicycle and
Pedestrian accommodation:
"The DOT policy is to incorporate safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into transportation
projects. Every transportation agency, including DOT, has the responsibility to improve conditions and
opportunities for walking and bicycling and to integrate walking and bicycling into their transportation
systems. Because of the numerous individual and community benefits that walking and bicycling provide ‐
including health, safety, environmental, transportation, and quality of life ‐ transportation agencies are
encouraged to go beyond minimum standards to provide safe and convenient facilities for these modes."
Can’t Afford Not to: Dedicated Bicycle & Trail Accommodations add value to local businesses & homes. Improve
Health, Increase local transportation options. All adds up to an excellent long‐term Return on Investment.
Safe Routes to Transit: Allow Non‐Motorized access from MARTA stations to employment centers, providing a
SAFE transportation option, relieving local motor vehicle rush‐hour traffic.
Plan for the Future: Bridges last 50+ years. Millennials are looking for walkable, bikeable communities & will
relocate their businesses & create new jobs where this infrastructure exists. This trend will increase.
Regional Connected Network: PATH400 Trail is being built northward along GA‐400 up to the Sandy Springs city
limits. Roswell trail system connects into Alpharetta with plans to connect into the Forsyth County trail network. is
the single point of access between Perimeter CID, Dunwoody, Sandy Springs to cross the Chattahoochee River into
Roswell, connecting into their trail & bike network and points beyond.
Supports Existing Plans: Perimeter CIDs Commuter Trail Plan, DeKalb County 2000 Trail Plan, Sandy Springs 2014
Bike/Ped Trail Plan, Dunwoody Comprehensive Land Use Plan and City of Brookhaven plans reference connection
to regional trail networks. Chamblee & Dunwoody planning to conduct an LCI Study of the 285 corridor, including
Multi‐Modal transportation. Connectivity to Doraville former GM Plant for Live‐Work‐Play.

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stevens, Robin
Friday, December 05, 2014 7:32 AM
Stevens, Robin
FW: GA-400 C-D Project (& 285/400 Interchange): Add Separated Bike/Ped Facilities &
On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design

From: Joe Seconder [mailto:jseconder@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2014 5:00 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo
Cc: McMurry, Russell; Digioia, Katelyn L; 'Byron Rushing'; Buice, Brent
Subject: GA-400 C-D Project (& 285/400 Interchange): Add Separated Bike/Ped Facilities & On-Street Bicycle Facilities
Design
To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 4, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi‐Use Trail) & On‐Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector‐Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers:
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi‐Use
Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400 trail in
Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell &
Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐
progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee
and the redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and
west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave
accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be built.

2.

Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of the
NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the use
of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use
within the US.

3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments
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4.

Hold planning review meetings with Georgia Bikes representatives, appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and other
Stakeholders to ensure these items are incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as
well as the respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on‐street motor vehicle congestion,
increase adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent ‐‐ especially Millennials
who insist on these amenities ‐‐ which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle more
frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi‐use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people. Nearly fifty
percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one mile or less – distances
easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR‐400 & I‐285 are considered as barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a non‐
motorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a single‐digit percentage mode shift away
from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region. Accordingly, the
GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi‐use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes throughout. Applying safe
Multi‐Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA
rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on‐street motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD
without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast,
incorporating these alternative modes as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.
Sincerely,
Joe Seconder
404-545-3711
email: jseconder@yahoo.com
Linked in
Vice President, Georgia Bikes
Local Advocacy: Bike-Walk Dunwoody
2023 Woodland Way
Dunwoody, GA 30338

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clowers, Marlo <mclowers@dot.ga.gov>
Friday, December 05, 2014 5:20 PM
Debbie.Wilson@kimley-horn.com; Stevens, Robin; 'Mike.Rushing@kimley-horn.com';
Poudel, Shamir
FW: bike linkages

From: Jack Honderd [mailto:jkhonderd@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 5:12 PM
To: Clowers, Marlo
Subject: bike linkages
To:

Ms. Marlo L. Clowers, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
Office of Innovative Delivery,
Georgia Department of Transportation
404.631.1713 office / 404.293.7406 cell
mclowers@dot.ga.gov

CC:

Russell McMurray
Chief Engineer, GDOT
rmcmurry@dot.ga.gov

Katelyn Digioia
Bike & Pedestrian Coordinator, GDOT
KDigioia@dot.ga.gov

Byron Rushing
Bike & Pedestrian Planner, ARC
BRushing@atlantaregional.com

Date: December 5, 2014
Subject: Separated Bike/Ped Facilities (Greenway/Multi-Use Trail) & On-Street Bicycle Facilities Design for Projects:
I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction P.I. # 0000784
SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes P.I. # 721850
Combined Project Info
Dear Ms. Clowers:
I agree strongly with the text of the letter below, drafted by another person, but to which I'm affixing my signature. As an architect, I
believe in planning--and implementing-- for the future NOW! Doing things thoughtfully the first time is SO cost-effective.......JH
For the above mentioned projects, we strongly recommend and encourage the Georgia Department of Transportation to:
1.

Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities as a Multi‐Use
Trail / Greenway along both GA‐400 & I‐285. The GA‐400 trail would eventually link to the south to the PATH400 trail in
Buckhead running along the GA‐400 ROW (planned to connect to the Atlanta Beltline), and north into the Roswell &
Alpharetta trail network. Along I‐285, the trails will provide connectivity from the heart of Perimeter CID into their work‐in‐
progress “Commuter Trail Plan” network where over 100,000 employees work each day; eastward to Dunwoody, Chamblee
and the redevelopment‐in‐progress former GM plant in Doraville; south to Medical Center MARTA and Brookhaven; and
west to the new Sandy Springs City Center and commuters from East Cobb. We are asking as a minimum to leave
accommodation within each project space for a future Multi‐Use Trail to be built.

2.

Follow urban‐setting best practices and context‐sensitive bicycle facilities for on‐street segments of the project areas,
including all bridges. Insure facilities follow the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy & Manual and allow the use of
the NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide (adopted by the City of Atlanta) for these facilities and minimize or eliminate the
use of “Sidepaths”, and instead use “Cycle Tracks” aka “Protected Bicycle Lanes”. Refer to the “Green Lane Project” for use
within the US.
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3.

Design sidewalks on both sides of streets along all segments

4.

Hold planning review meetings with appropriate GDOT Staff, Engineers and Stakeholders to ensure these items are
incorporated into each project’s design and approved by GDOT Senior officials, as well as the respective jurisdictions.

Providing these safe accommodations will lead to increased commerce and jobs, reduce on-street motor vehicle congestion, increase
adjacent residential property values, improve public health and attract & retain employee talent -- especially Millennials who insist on
these amenities -- which will comprise 75% of the workforce by 2025.
In Georgia, 81% of respondents to a GOHS / UGA survey either strongly agreed or agreed that they would ride a bicycle more
frequently if their community had better bicycle facilities such as bike lanes or multi-use paths.
The adjoining cities of Sandy Springs, Brookhaven and Dunwoody have a combined population of nearly 200,000 people. Nearly fifty
percent of all trips in metropolitan areas in the United States are three miles or less and 28 percent are one mile or less – distances
easily covered by foot or bicycle. SR-400 & I-285 are considered as barriers to many persons who may wish to choose a nonmotorized transportation option to go to work in the Perimeter area each day. With even a single-digit percentage mode shift away
from motor vehicle commuters to bicycle or pedestrian transportation, congestion mitigation can be attained.
These projects are in great part being built to accommodate future growth in a Transit Oriented Design region. Accordingly, the
GDOT Complete Streets policy mandates accommodation of multi-use paths, sidewalks and bike lanes throughout. Applying safe
Multi-Modal options for pedestrians and bicyclists last mile connectivity of “Safe Routes to Transit” with access to the three MARTA
rail transit stations and get to their offices can ease on-street motor vehicle congestion. To build the project in the heart of a TOD
without fully accommodating the alternative modes will greatly shortchange the project achieving its goals. In contrast, incorporating
these alternative modes as we suggest will both achieve the project goals and serve as a national model.

Sincerely,

Jack Honderd
Brookhaven, GA
404-456-6323

The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has begun construction for the $834 million Northwest Corridor
(NWC) Express Lanes project. The 30 miles of managed lanes will create new commute options for motorists along I-75
and I-575 and boost Georgia’s economic development efforts. Visit us at http://www.dot.ga.gov; or follow us on
http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Keith Golden, P.E., Commissioner

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
Telephone: (404) 631-1000

December 19, 2014

Re: Response to Open House Comments for PI# 0000784, Fulton and DeKalb Counties, I-285 at State Route
(SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project, Project NHS00-0000-00(784), received at the Public Hearing Open
House (PIOH) for the SR 400 Collector-Distributor (CD) Lanes project (PI# 721850)
Dear Sir/Madam:
Thank you for your comments concerning the proposed project referenced above. Given the proximity of the
proposed I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project to the SR 400 CD Lanes Project, and since the
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) intends to let the two projects together as part of one DesignBuild-Finance project, information concerning the proposed I-285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project
was made available at the November 18, 2014 PIOHs for the SR 400 CD Lanes project.
We appreciate your participation and all of the input that was received at the November 18, 2014 PIOHs for the
SR 400 CD Lanes project (GDOT PI# 721850). Every written comment received and verbal comment given to
the court reporter will be made part of the project’s official record.
A total of 270 people attended the public meetings for the SR 400 CD Lanes Project. However, six (6) comment
forms, 15 emailed comments, 1 mailed comment, and 1 petition were received pertaining to the I-285/SR 400
Interchange Reconstruction project during the PIOHs and afterwards. The GDOT has prepared this letter to
summarize these comments so that everyone can be aware of the concerns raised. These concerns will be
considered in the on-going environmental review process for this project. Once the Public Hearing Open House
(PHOH) has been held, we will respond to all comments received at the November 18, 2014 PIOHs through a
separate letter.
The attendees of the PI# 721850, Fulton County, SR 400 CD Lanes project PIOH and those persons sending in
comments afterwards collectively raised the following questions and concerns regarding the interchange project.
General Comments
 Consider mobility needs for Atlanta’s aging population
 Concerns that the project will not improve mobility or accessibility in the long-term
 Concerned that the fast-tracking of this project is politically motivated due to the new Braves stadium
Alternative Transportation
 Congestion relief efforts should encourage less car use, promote affordable housing near job centers, and
increase infrastructure for transportation alternatives, such as bicycling and transit
 Consider expanding pedestrian and bike infrastructure within the project limits
 Provide accommodation within the project boundaries for dedicated bicycle/pedestrian facilities along
both I-285 and SR 400, which could tie into the PATH400 trail in Buckhead and other trail networks
 Consider bus and rail expansion

Open House Response Letter
2 of 2
Noise
 Need for noise abatement/barriers along I-285 and SR 400
 Requests that noise abatement be constructed before road construction activities begin
 Please provide information on the type of noise barriers that would be used and the process for approving
noise abatement for the area.
 Please provide the pros and cons of each type of noise barrier considered for the study area.
Design
 Requests that urban-setting best practices and context-sensitive bicycle facilities be followed for on-street
segments of the project, including all bridges. Requests that the GDOT Complete Street Design Policy
and Manual be followed.
 Concerns that the CD lanes will be limited in capacity (resulting in traffic back-ups) and will be confusing
to motorists
 Concern that the back-up at the I-285/Roswell Road exit will back up into the proposed CD lanes
Traffic Patterns
 Concerns about the impact that the new traffic patterns will have on already congested surface streets.
 Will trucks be allowed on the CD lanes, and if so, will this be a safety issue?
 Concerns about emergency vehicle access on CD lanes
Planning
 Requests to hold meetings with appropriate GDOT staff and stakeholders to ensure bicycle and pedestrian
elements are incorporated into the project design.
The GDOT will hold a PHOH for the interchange project on Thursday, February 5, 2015, at Congregation B’nai
Torah, located at 700 Mount Vernon Highway, NE, Sandy Springs, Georgia 30328. The PHOH will take place
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. It will be informal, and the public is invited
to attend anytime during these hours. The Draft Environmental Assessment, which was approved by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) on December 16, 2014, will be available for viewing at this meeting. The same
information will be presented during both meeting times and the project staff will be available to discuss the project,
answer your questions, and gather your input. We hope that you will be in attendance.
Additional copies of the DEA will also be available for public review 20 days before the PHOH at the following
libraries: DeKalb County Public Library- Dunwoody, located at 5339 Chamblee Dunwoody Road, Dunwoody, GA
30338, and Atlanta-Fulton Public Library, located at 395 Mount Vernon Highway, NE, Sandy Springs, GA 30328.

Again, thank you for your comments. Should you have any other questions or need additional information, please
call the project manager, Marlo Clowers, at 404-631-1713 or the environmental analyst, Carla Benton-Hooks, at
404-631-1415.
Sincerely,

HP/rlos
cc:

Marlo Clowers, GDOT Project Manager (via email)
PDF for Project File; Hardcopy to General Files

This letter was sent to the following:
Maury Kalnitz
250 Fieldsborn Court
Atlanta, GA 30328

Jason Metzger
5475 Oxford Chase Way
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Linda Mason
5925 Greenbrier Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30328

Michael Frank
5835 Greenbrier Road
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

C.D. Scales
5740 Kayron Drive NE
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Anne and Chip Hicks
5640 Woodsong Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Scott Ennis
346 Carpenter Drive
#89, Laurel Grove Condominiums
Atlanta, GA 30328

Sally Flocks, President and CEO
PEDS
1389 Peachtree Street, Suite 202
Atlanta, GA 30309

J. Pinyan
5925 Greenbrier Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30328

Kenneth A. Rosskopf, P.C.
119 N. McDonough St.
Decatur, GA 30030

Danny Capitel
84 River Park Drive
Atlanta, GA 30328

Stephanie and Mark Barulic
4755 Springfield Drive
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Brad Smith
346 Carpenter Drive NE, #184
Atlanta, GA 30328

Yvonne Williams, President and CEO
Perimeter Community Improvement Districts
One Ravinia Drive
Building One, Suite 1125
Atlanta, GA 30346

Darin Givens
atlurbanist@gmail.com

Pam Zendt
pamandfredzendt@gmail.com

Samantha Desai
sacksy1@yahoo.com

Edward Marks
emarks@paperhost.com

Joe Seconder
jseconder@yahoo.com

Daniel Jessee
dgjessee@gmail.com

David Marshall
davidmmarshall@gmail.com

Tracie Sanchez, Georgia Trail Summit
georgiatrailsummit@gmail.com

Jack Honderd
jkhonderd@gmail.com

Public Hearing Open House (February 5, 2015)


Public Hearing Open House Handout Packet



Public Hearing Open House Synopsis



Comments Received



Georgia DOT Response Letters

Georgia Department of Transportation | Public Hearing Open House Handout
PI#(s): 0000784, Counties: Fulton and DeKalb
Why We Are Here: The proposed I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project aims to:


Reduce the substantial amount of vehicular weaving (conflicts caused by travelers trying to move across
one or more lanes) that occurs along I-285 in the vicinity of the I-285/SR 400 interchange due to the
closely spaced interchanges in this area (Roswell Road, Glenridge Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody
Road, and Ashford Dunwoody Road). This weaving currently results in congestion and safety concerns
in this area.



Improve ramp capacity at the I-285/SR 400 interchange. The existing ramp capacity is insufficient to
accommodate traffic demand, and leads to long queues approaching the interchange, which contributes to
the congestion and safety concerns in this area.



Improve deficiencies in the existing configuration of the I-285/SR 400 interchange.

Project Description:
The proposed improvements would include
construction of barrier-separated collector-distributor (CD) lanes along
I-285 and SR 400, reconstruction of existing ramps, new flyover bridges, as
well as reconstruction and widening of existing bridges in the interchange
area. Grade-separated, braided ramps (where one ramp crosses over the
other) would be constructed to eliminate conflicts between traffic entering
and exiting SR 400 and traffic entering and exiting the Roswell Road and
Ashford Dunwoody interchanges.

What is a CD Lane?
A CD lane is a parallel, controlledaccess roadway that separates
through traffic from local traffic that
is entering and exiting the freeway or
interstate system. CD lanes are
typically used to reduce vehicle
conflicts associated with weaving.

Along I-285, the proposed project would begin approximately one mile
west of Roswell Road and end approximately three-fourths of a mile east of
Ashford Dunwoody Road, for a total distance of approximately 4.3 miles on I-285. Along SR 400, the proposed
project would begin just south of the Glenridge Connector and extend north to the Hammond Drive interchange
area, where it would tie into an adjacent project (the SR 400 CD Lanes Project, GDOT P.I. No. 721850). The
total length of the proposed improvements along SR 400 is approximately 1.2 miles.
The proposed I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project would tie into an adjacent project to construct
north-south CD lanes along SR 400 from Hammond Drive to just north of Spalding Drive (GDOT P.I. No.
721850). GDOT is proposing to construct these two adjacent projects as one Design-Build-Finance (DBF),
Public-Private Partnership (P3) in order to achieve maximum efficiency, economic benefit, and cost-effectiveness
for the region. Under a DBF arrangement, GDOT would award a contract to a private firm (or consortium of
firms) for the design, construction, and partial (or full) financing of the project. Tolling is not proposed as part of
this project.
Construction is anticipated to start in 2016 and the reconstructed interchange is anticipated to be open to traffic in
2019.
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Summary of the Environmental Study
In compliance with the 1969 National Environmental Policy Act, GDOT has conducted an assessment of the
social, economic, and environmental effects for the proposed I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction project.
The following information gives a summary of the environmental document.
Currently, one office building and one parking deck are anticipated to be displaced by the proposed project. No
residential displacements are anticipated. The roadway would be placed closer to some residences, and loss of
some yard area would occur. The proposed project would also result in the loss of business frontage as well as
some business parking. However, owners would be compensated for these losses. Please see the right-of-way
(ROW) acquisition statement on the next page for more information.
There would be no significant adverse effects to communities or community facilities as a result of the proposed
project. An analysis of Environmental Justice has been conducted in accordance with Executive Order 12898
(Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and Low Income Populations) and other
regulations. The project would have no disproportionate, adverse effects on low-income or minority populations.
No ROW would be required from any public park for project implementation and the project would not have any
significant adverse effects to any public park.
In accordance with Executive Order 11990, the proposed project was surveyed for wetland and stream
involvement. Three (3) jurisdictional wetlands, 7 open waters, 17 perennial streams, 9 intermittent streams, and
1 ephemeral channel were identified within the project’s area of potential effect. It is estimated that zero (0) acres
of wetlands, 0.18 acre of open water, and 4,887 linear feet of streams would be permanently impacted by the
proposed project. Temporary impacts to these resources have not been assessed. Based on the current anticipated
impacts to jurisdictional waters, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Individual Permit would be
required for this project.
In accordance with Executive Order 11988, the proposed project was surveyed for floodplain involvement. Based
on the current conceptual design, the proposed project would require the placement of fill in the Perimeter Creek
and North Fork Nancy Creek floodplains. Should the proposed improvements result in any increase to the base
flood elevations, floodway elevations, or floodway widths at Perimeter Creek, Long Island Creek, or North Fork
Nancy Creek, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) coordination and Community (Fulton and/or
DeKalb County) coordination shall be conducted by GDOT.
The proposed project would directly impact one Section 303(d) listed stream (Long Island Creek). However,
adverse impacts on water quality would be reduced with the use of best management practices (BMPs) and proper
road drainage design.
The proposed project would not exceed state and federal air quality standards, and it is consistent with the State
Implementation Plan for the attainment of clean air quality in the state. Concurrence with the determination
regarding Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 was received on October 21, 2014.
Existing (2014) and design year (2039) No-Build condition noise levels range from 52.8 decibels to 78.3 decibels
for properties along the project corridor. Under the design year (2039) Build condition, future traffic-generated
noise levels would range from 51.2 decibels to 79.4 decibels. Based on the studies completed to date, there are
1,471 receptors (noise-sensitive areas) along the project corridor that would approach or exceed the noise
abatement criteria in the Build condition. It has been determined that noise abatement is likely, but not
guaranteed, at eight new locations in the project area, along with modifications to one existing noise barrier,
described as follows:
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Along the north side of I-285 between the Mount Vernon Highway overpass and approximately Lake
Forrest Drive;
Along the south side of I-285 approximately between Long Island Drive (tying to the existing barrier at
this location) and Roswell Road;
Along the north side of I-285 from Roswell Road to approximately Glenridge Drive;
Along the south side of I-285 approximately between Roswell Road and Glenridge Drive (two locations in
this area);
Along the west side of SR 400, north of I-285, from Hammond Drive southward;
Along the north side of I-285 along the proposed new Ashford Dunwoody Road off-ramp;
Along the south side of I-285 from approximately 800 feet east of Ashford Dunwoody Road eastward; and
Modification of the existing noise barrier located along the southern side of I-285 between Mount Vernon
Highway and Long Island Drive.

Noise abatement at these locations is based on preliminary noise analyses and design criteria. A re-evaluation of
the noise analysis will occur during final design. If during final design it has been determined that conditions
have changed such that noise abatement is not feasible and reasonable, the abatement measures might not be
provided. The final decision on the installation of any abatement measure(s) will be made by the GDOT upon the
completion of the project’s final design and the public involvement processes. Due the nature of the Design-Build
process, determination of when final design has been met will be agreed upon by the Design-Build Contractor and
the GDOT Project Manager.
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the project has been surveyed
for existing and eligible National Register properties. Twenty (20) existing or eligible historic resources and no
archaeological resources were found to be located within the project’s area of potential effect. The proposed
project would have no effect on 12 of these historic resources and would have no adverse effect on eight of these
historic resources (due to ROW and/or easement acquisition/physical disturbance within the National Register
boundary, and in one case, due to cumulative effects). The project would have No Adverse Effect on the
following historic resources: Boone House, Copeland Road Historic District, Sandy Springs Apartments,
Mountain Creek Historic District, Glenridge Forest-Hammond Hills Historic District, Sherrell-Colton Drive
Historic District, and Oak Forest Hills Historic District. Since the project would have No Adverse Effect on these
historic resources, the proposed use of land from these resources has been determined to be de minimis under
Section 4(f). A de minimis impact is an impact that is generally minor in nature.
The proposed project would not affect any state or federal threatened or endangered plant or wildlife species, as
none are located in or frequent the project area. Migratory bird habitat was identified within the project corridor;
therefore, Special Provision (SP) 107.23g would be required.
In accordance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act, the criteria of 7 CFR, Part 658 have been applied to
determine the project effects on farmland. Based on the assessment of these effects, the project would not involve
any farmland and no additional alternates need to be examined.
The proposed project has been surveyed for potential sites where contaminated soil and/or water from leaking
underground storage tanks may exist. The two potential sites that were identified within the area of required ROW
for the project are being further investigated. If contaminants are found, avoidance alternates may be considered,
or applicable laws and regulations concerning the removal of toxic or hazardous material will be coordinated with
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.
Copies of the environmental document are available at this hearing for your review or by request to the GDOT
Atlanta office on the first page of this handout.
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Summary of the Environmental Effects of the Proposed I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
Resource Area

Summary of Environmental Effects

SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT
Land Use Changes

Small amount of private land converted to road surface and ROW/easements.

Community Cohesion

Short-term, adverse construction effects. No separation of neighborhoods from each other or from
community facilities. Limited changes in access.

Relocations

One office building and one parking deck would be relocated. No residential relocations anticipated.

Churches and
Institutions

A small amount of ROW acquisition from one institution. Limited changes in access in the area of the
Northside/St. Joseph’s/Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta hospital complexes, but no disruptions in
operations would occur.

Environmental Justice

No disproportionate adverse impacts.

Economics

Short-term, adverse impacts during construction. Long-term, beneficial impacts expected from
improved access and travel times.

Parklands/Recreation
Areas/Wildlife Refuges

No ROW acquisition from any parks. Small visual changes adjacent to Allen Park.

CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
Historic Resources

No effect on 12 National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligible resources. No Adverse Effect on
8 NRHP eligible resources (due to ROW and/or easement acquisition/physical disturbance within
NRHP boundary, and in one case, due to cumulative effects).

Archaeological
Resources

No effects (no archaeological resources within the project area).

Historic Markers

No effects (no historic markers within the project area).

De minimis determination for impacts to the Boone House, Copeland Road Historic District, Sandy
Section 4(f) Applicability Springs Apartments, Mountain Creek Historic District, Glenridge Forest-Hammond Hills Historic
District, Sherrell-Colton Drive Historic District, and Oak Forest Hills Historic District.
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Water Quality

Project would directly impact one 303(d) listed stream (Long Island Creek). Adverse impacts on water
quality would be reduced with the use of best management practices and proper road drainage design.

Waters of the U.S.

37 waters of the U.S. in project area. Project would permanently impact approximately 0.18 acre of
open water, 0.0 acres of wetlands, and 4,887 linear feet (1.54 acres) of streams. Temporary impacts
not yet known. Individual Section 404 Permit anticipated, with the purchase of 1.0 wetland mitigation
credits and 18,836 stream mitigation credits. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act coordination required
for impacts to 5 resources.

Floodplains

Floodplain encroachment in two areas. No rise certification and Community coordination expected.

Farmland

No effects (no farmland within the project area).

Protected Species

No effect on federal and state listed species. No special provisions required.

Wildlife and Habitat

Migratory bird special provision (SP 107.23g) required.

Invasive Species

11 invasive species in project area. Standard measures to minimize the propagation of invasive species
would be implemented.

Essential Fish Habitat

No effects (no essential fish habitat within the project area).
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Summary of the Environmental Effects of the Proposed I-285 at SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
Resource Area

Summary of Environmental Effects

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Climate Change

1,471 receptors impacted by Build conditions; 8 new noise barriers and modifications to one existing
barrier are being considered.
Project would not exceed state and federal air quality standards, and it is consistent with the State
Implementation Plan for the attainment of clean air quality in the state. Concurrence with the
determination regarding Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 was received on October 21, 2014.
The project could result in a small increase in global carbon dioxide emissions in the design year.

Energy/Mineral
Resources

No mining operations or mineral reserves present. The project would have no measurable impact on
energy demands in the region.

Construction/Utilities

Construction would create unavoidable inconveniences and potentially delays for motorists. Utilities
present and likely to require relocation.

Underground Storage
Tanks (USTs)/
Hazardous Waste Sites

14 sites/facilities within a mile of the project; two sites require subsurface testing due to proposed
ROW limits. Groundwater monitoring wells were observed in the vicinity of three gas stations in the
project; no impacts to these wells are anticipated based on current project conceptual design.

Noise
Air
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NOISE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Question: How are sound levels determined, and do you consider the number of people that will be utilizing the
corridor in the future when determining noise impacts?
Answer: Sound levels are determined through a noise model. In order to determine future noise levels, a noise
model of the existing area including the roadway, terrain/ground features, noise sensitive areas such as homes, parks,
etc., and/or any other feature that could influence noise is input into a computer model. To determine that the model
is working, noise readings are taken at various locations along the project corridor. If the model and field readings
are similar the existing roadway is replaced in the model with the proposed future roadway and traffic volumes.
Question: What is considered a noise impact?
Answer: Noise impacts occur when sound levels approach or exceed the federal Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC).
In Georgia, approach is defined as one decidable lower than the NAC. The NAC for an outdoor area of frequent
human use at a residential home is 67 decibels, meaning 66 decidable or higher is considered an impact. The NAC
for an outdoor area of frequent human use at a business is 72 decibels. An impact also occurs if the proposed project
increases existing sound levels by 15 decibels.
Question: Why is my proposed noise wall likely but not guaranteed?
Answer: In some cases, as final design and utility information are obtained, it is discovered that there are design
and/or utility conflicts, which result in GDOT not being able to physically construct a noise wall. In addition, once a
wall is determined feasible to construct, during final design, a vote of those benefiting from the construction of the
wall occurs to determine if benefited residents want the wall. A wall will not be constructed if a majority of those
that would benefit from the wall do not desire it.
Question: When will the voting on noise walls take place?
Answer: Voting will take place as soon as design confirms that a noise wall can physically be constructed.
Therefore, voting is expected to take place sometime between January 2016 and when the project is open to traffic in
2019.
Question: If I rent rather than own, do I get to participate in the voting for noise abatement?
Answer: Yes. All individuals (owners and renters) that would benefit from a proposed noise wall get to participate
in the voting.
Question: Why am I impacted, but not behind a proposed noise wall?
Answer: Every situation is different. Some common reasons why a wall is not proposed are inability to physically
construct or maintain a wall, the wall is not able to reduce sound for those impacted, or a wall does not meet GDOT’s
reasonability requirements for sound reduction and/or cost.
Question: How far from the road do you study sound levels /how were the limits of the noise study determined?
Answer: There is no set distance. Homes and other noise sensitive areas are studied until the noise model is no
longer identifying noise impacts. Once all potential noise impacts (as a result of the proposed project) are identified,
no further modeling or studies occur.
Question: Will the noise study cover the transit system?
Answer: No. Sound levels are determined from traffic noise only. Any transit project would be studied by
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).
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Right-Of-Way Acquisition
The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has the responsibility, once a project is approved, of
appraising, purchasing property and, if required, assisting individuals, families or businesses in relocating. When
purchasing property, we desire to pay full market value for the necessary property. This value will be established
by using qualified real estate appraisers who will prepare, for GDOT’s use, written appraisals using actual sales
data in the surrounding community.
In making an appraisal, the appraiser will contact each property owner and arrange a convenient time to make an
on-site inspection of the property with him or her. After completion of the appraisal, the right-of-way appraisal
staff will review and field check the findings for accuracy to ensure that all things relating to value have been
considered in establishing the amount to be offered. When only a part of the property is needed, we will purchase
that part plus pay for loss of value, if any, to the remaining property. In all cases, when GDOT purchases
property, we will make additional payments to property owners for the cost of transferring ownership to GDOT.
These costs generally include transfer taxes, deed-recording fees, mortgage pre-payment penalties and the pro-rata
share of city or county taxes.
GDOT is aware of the problems experienced by individuals, families, businesses, and nonprofit organizations
when they are required to move. It is our commitment that no family or individual will be required to relocate
until comparable decent, safe and sanitary housing is available or is provided for those occupants.
Additionally, GDOT will provide assistance to businesses and nonprofit organizations in relocating to other sites
and will encourage them to remain in the community.
The information pamphlet “What Happens When Your Property is Needed for a Transportation Facility” is
available at the greeter’s table. This booklet outlines the services offered and any payments for which you may be
eligible, such as moving expenses and replacement housing benefits for owners and tenants. The brochure also
outlines the eligibility requirements for receiving these payments.
Results of the field inspection by GDOT personnel have revealed that there will be no residences, one office
building, and one parking deck that would be displaced by the proposed project.
It is important to remember that GDOT is committed to the principle that no one will be required to relocate until
housing is available, or, if there is no housing available, until provisions have been made by GDOT to provide
housing. It is also important to remember that all displacees will be given sufficient advance notice of GDOT’s
intention to purchase any property in order to allow sufficient time in which to relocate.
The GDOT Atlanta Office, (404) 347-0220, will be in charge of acquiring the necessary right-of-way for this
project.
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Comment Card
Please print responses.
Name
Address
Email:
Do you support the project? (check your response)
□ For
□ Against

□ Conditional

□ Uncommitted

General Comments

□ Radio □ Newspaper □ Signs □ Word of Mouth
□ Other
Was the location of the Open House convenient for you to attend?
□ Yes
□ No
How did you hear about this Open House? (check)

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community.
□ Yes

□ No

Were your questions answered by GDOT personnel?

□ Yes

□ No

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

□ Yes

□ No

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you.

Please share your suggestions on improving the ways GDOT conducts Open Houses:

Mail to:
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov
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Por qué estamos aquí: El proyecto propuesto de la intersección de la I-285 con la SR 400 tiene como objetivo:
•

Reducir considerablemente la cantidad de entrecruces que ocurren en la I-285 y en las áreas adyacentes de
la intersección de la I-285 con la SR 400. Estos entrecruces causan conflictos cuando vehículos se tratan
de mover entre uno o más carriles distintos simultáneamente. Los carriles existentes cuentan con espacios
reducidos y estrechos, tales como los de (Roswell Road, Glenridge Drive, SR 400, Peachtree Dunwoody
Road, y Ashford Dunwoody Roads). Los entrecruces actuales causan congestión y problemas de
seguridad en esas áreas.

•

Mejorar la capacidad de las rampas de acceso en la intersección de la I-285 con la SR 400. La capacidad
de las rampas de acceso actuales son insuficientes para acomodar la demanda de tráfico y causan
congestión al acerco para el entrelace, los cuales contribuyen a la congestión y a problemas de seguridad.

•

Mejorar las deficiencias de la configuración existente en la intersección de I-285 con la SR 400.

Descripción del Proyecto: Las reformas propuestas incluirían la
construcción de carriles de distribución (CD) separados por barreras a lo
largo de la I-285 y la SR 400, la reconstrucción de rampas existentes, y
el ensanche de puentes vehiculares elevados, existentes en áreas de las
intersecciones. Nuevas rampas trenzadas, a desnivel (cuando una rampa
cruza sobre la otra), serán construidas para eliminar conflictos entre el
tráfico de entrada y salida de la SR 400 y el tráfico entrando y saliendo
de la intersección de Roswell Road con Ashford Dunwoody Road.

¿Qué son carriles de distribución (CD)?
Un carril de distribución (CD), es un carril
con acceso controlado que corre paralelo a
una carretera, separando el tráfico directo
del tráfico local que está entrando y
saliendo de la autopista o sistema interestatal. Los carriles CD típicamente son
para
reducir
conflictos
utilizados
vehiculares asociado con las intersecciones.

El proyecto propuesto, a lo largo de la I-285, comenzaría al oeste de la Roswell Road y continuaría por una
distancia de aproximadamente 4.3 millas, terminando al Este de Ashford Dunwoody Road. El proyecto propuesto,
a lo largo de la SR 400, comenzaría al Sur del Glenridge Connector y se extendería hacia el Norte hasta el área del
entrelace con Hammond Drive, donde este se conectaría a un proyecto adyacente (Georgia DOT P.I. No.721850).
La distancia total de las nuevas estructuras propuestas a lo largo de la SR 400 abarca aproximadamente 1.2
millas.
El propuesto proyecto para la reconstrucción de la intersección de la I-285 con la SR 400 se conectará a un
proyecto adyacente de construcción de carriles de distribución del Norte al Sur a lo largo de la SR 400 con
Hammond Drive hasta el Norte de Spalding Drive (Georgia DOT P.I. No. 721850). GDOT propone consolidar
estos dos proyectos adyacentes en un solo proyecto de diseño, construcción, y financiamiento (DBF), bajo un
consorcio del gobierno con firmas privadas (P3). Esto logrará el beneficio de máxima eficiencia, economía y
costo efectivo para la región. Bajo este DBF, Georgia DOT concederá contrato a una empresa privada (o un
consorcio de empresas privadas) para el diseño, construcción, y financiamiento parcial (o completo) del proyecto.
La colección de tarifas de peaje no está propuesta como parte de este proyecto.
Se anticipa que la construcción daría comienzo en el 2016 y las intersecciones reconstruidas estén disponibles
para el tráfico en el 2019.
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Resumen del Estudio Ambiental
Conforme con el Acta de Política Ambiental Nacional, GDOT ha conducido una evaluación de los efectos
sociales, económicos, y ambientales para el proyecto propuesto de Reconstrucción de la intersección de la I-285
con la SR 400. La siguiente información es un resumen del documento ambiental.
Actualmente, se anticipa que un edificio de oficinas y un garaje de estacionamientos, serán desplazados por el
propuesto proyecto. No se anticipan desplazamientos residenciales. La carretera será colocada cerca de algunas
de las residencias, y causará algunas pérdidas de terreno. El proyecto propuesto causará perdidas a fachadas
comerciales y a parte de algunos estacionamientos comerciales. Sin embargo, los propietarios serán
recompensados por sus pérdidas. Para más información, revise la declaración de adquisición de servidumbres de
paso (ROW) en la próxima página.
El proyecto propuesto no causará impactos adversos significativos a la comunidad o instalaciones comunitarias.
Un análisis de Derecho Ambiental se ha realizado conforme a él Decreto Ejecutivo 12898 (Normas Federales para
Realización de Estudios de Impactos Ecológicos en áreas de Poblaciones de Minorías o de Bajos Recursos) y
otros reglamentos de ley. El proyecto no tendrá efectos desproporcionadamente adversos en áreas de poblaciones
de minorías o de bajos recursos.
No se requerirán servidumbres de paso de ningún parque público para implementar el proyecto, y el proyecto no
tendrá efectos significativamente adversos para ninguno de los parques públicos.
De acuerdo con el Decreto Ejecutivo 11990, el proyecto propuesto fue evaluado para determinar su posible
impacto sobre pantanos y aguas corrientes. Se identificaron con efecto potencial, 3 pantanos jurisdiccionales, 7
aguas abiertas, 17 arroyos perennes, 9 arroyos intermitentes, y un canal efímero dentro del área del proyecto. Se
estima que cero (0) acres de pantanos, 0.18 acres de aguas abiertas, y 4,887 pies lineales de arroyos serán
impactadas permanentemente por el proyecto propuesto. Impactos temporales de estos recursos no han sido
evaluados. Basado en los actuales impactos anticipados para las aguas jurisdiccionales, se requerirá para este
proyecto, un Permiso Individual de la Sección 404 del Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de Los Estados Unidos.
En acuerdo con el Decreto Ejecutivo 11988, el proyecto propuesto fue evaluado para determinar su impacto en
llanuras inundables. Basado en diseño conceptual, el proyecto propuesto requerirá la adición de tierra de relleno
en el riachuelo Perimeter Creek y en la llanura inundable de North Fork Nancy Creek. En la eventualidad que las
mejoras propuestas resulten en el aumento de las elevaciones base de inundación, elevaciones del nivel de
inundación, o el ancho del cauce inundable en Perimeter Creek, Long Island Creek, o North Fork Nancy Creek,
coordinación con las Agencias de Administración Federal de Emergencias (FEMA) y de la Comunidad local
(Condados de Fulton y/o DeKalb) serán conducidas por GDOT.
El proyecto propuesto impactará directamente un riachuelo catalogado por la Sección 303 (Long Island Creek).
Sin embargo, impactos adversos a la calidad del agua serán reducidos mediante la utilización de las más efectivas
prácticas administrativas (BMPs) y aplicación del diseño más apropiado para drenaje de las carreteras.
El proyecto propuesto no excederá las normas de calidad de aire, estatal o federal, y será consistente con el Plan
de Implementación Estatal para el cumplimiento con las normas de calidad de aire del estado. Aprobación con
respecto al estudio sometido para demostrar el impacto de la Materia Particulada (PM), 2.5 fue recibido el 21 de
octubre del 2014.
Los niveles acústicos actuales pre-construcción (2014) y aquellos proyectados al año de diseño (2039), varían
desde 52.8 decibeles hasta 78.3 decibeles para propiedades a lo largo de la ruta del proyecto. Bajo las condiciones
de construcción al año de diseño (2039), futuros niveles acústicos generados por el tráfico variaran desde 51.2
decibeles hasta 79.4 decibeles. Basado en los estudios completados hasta el momento, hay 1,471 receptores (áreas
sensibles al sonido) a lo largo de la ruta del proyecto que se acercarían o excederían los criterios para reducción de
ruido durante, y pasada la construcción. Ha sido determinado que la reducción de ruido es probable, pero no
garantizada en ocho nuevos lugares en el área del proyecto, con modificaciones a una de las barreras acústicas
existentes, descrita como sigue:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A lo largo del lado Norte del I-285 entre el paso elevado de Mount Vernon Highway aproximando hacia
Lake Forrest Drive;
A lo largo sur del I-285 aproximadamente entre Long Island Drive (uniéndose con la barrera existente en
esta ubicación);
A lo largo del lado norte del I-285 desde Roswell Road aproximando hacia Glenridge Drive;
A lo largo del lado sur del I-285 aproximadamente entre Roswell Road y Glenridge Drive (dos
ubicaciones en esta área);
A lo largo del lado oeste de la SR 400, al norte del I-285, desde Hammond Drive hacia el sur;
A lo largo del lado norte del I-285 a lo largo de la nueva rampa de salida de Ashford Dunwoody Road;
A lo largo del lado sur del I-285 desde aproximadamente 800 pies al este de Ashford Dunwoody Road
hacia el este; y
Modificación de la barrera acústica existente localizada a lo largo del lado sur del I-285 entre Mount
Vernon Highway y Long Island Drive.

Las medidas de reducción de ruido en estos lugares están basadas en criterios de diseño y análisis acústicos
preliminares. Una reevaluación del análisis acústico ocurrirá durante el diseño final. Si se determina, durante el
diseño final, que las condiciones han cambiado de tal modo que las reducciones de ruido no son factibles y
razonables, las medidas de reducción pueden no ser provistas. La decisión final sobre la instalación de medidas
para reducir el ruido será tomada por GDOT tras la conclusión del proceso del diseño final y participación
pública. Debido a la naturaleza del proceso de diseño-construcción, se llegara a un acuerdo entre el Contratista del
diseño-construcción y el Director del Proyecto para determinar la configuración del diseño final.
En cumplimiento con la Sección 106 del Acta Nacional de Preservación Histórica del 1966, el proyecto ha sido
inspeccionado para determinar si hay propiedades existentes elegibles para el Registro Nacional. Veinte (20)
existentes o elegible recursos históricos, y cero (0) recursos arqueológicos fueron encontrados entre el área
potencialmente afectada por el proyecto. El proyecto propuesto no afectará a 12 de estos recursos históricos y no
tendrá efectos adversos en ocho de los recursos históricos (debido a servidumbre de paso y/o adquisición de
servidumbre de transito/alteración física bajo los límites del Registro Nacional, y en un caso, debido a efectos
cumulativos). El proyecto no tendrá efectos adversos en a los siguientes recursos históricos: Boone House,
Distrito Histórico de Copeland Road, Apartamentos de Sandy Springs, Distrito Histórico Mountain Creek,
Distrito Histórico Glenridge Forrest-Hammond Hills, Distrito Histórico Sherrell-Colton Drive, y el Distrito
Histórico Oak Forrest Hills. Debido a que el proyecto no tendrá efectos adversos sobre estos recursos históricos,
el propuesto uso del terreno de estos recursos ha sido clasificado como de minimis bajo la Sección 4(f). Un
impacto de minimis es generalmente considerado como un impacto menor.
El proyecto propuesto no afectará flora o fauna considerada amenazada o en peligro de extinción, porque no
frecuentan o están localizadas en esta área del proyecto. Se identificó un estuario de aves migratorias dentro del
corredor del proyecto, por lo tanto, Provisiones Especiales (SP) 107.23g serán requeridas.
Conforme con el Acta de Política de Protección de Tierras Agrícolas, el criterio de 7 CFR, Parte 658 ha sido
aplicado para determinar los efectos del proyecto en tierras agrícolas. Basado en el la evaluación de estos efectos,
el proyecto no implicara tierras agrícolas y no se necesitará examinar alternativas adicionales.
El proyecto propuesto ha evaluado áreas que potencialmente contengan tierras contaminadas y/o escapes de
líquidos de tanques de almacenamiento subterráneos. Se identificaron dos sitios potenciales dentro del área de
servidumbre de paso del proyecto, y actualmente están bajo investigación. En el evento de que se encuentren
contaminantes, alternativas de mitigación se considerarán, y serán coordinadas con la División de Protección
Ambiental de Georgia.
Copias del estudio ambiental estarán disponibles en esta vista para su análisis o mediante petición a la oficina de
Atlanta de GDOT en la primera página de este folleto.
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MEDIO AMBIENTE SOCIAL
Cambios de Utilización
de Terreno

Una pequeña cantidad de terrenos privados serán convertidos a carreteras y servidumbres de
paso/servidumbre de tránsito.

Cohesión Comunitaria

Efectos adversos de construcción de corto plazo. No habrá separación de vecindades o de instalaciones
comunitarias. Cambios limitados de acceso.

Reubicaciones

Un edificio de oficinas y una cubierta de estacionamientos serian reubicados. No se anticipan
reubicaciones residenciales.

Iglesias e Instituciones

Una pequeña cantidad de adquisición de servidumbre de paso a una de las instituciones. Cambios
limitados al acceso en el área de los complejos hospitalarios de Northside/St. Joseph’s/Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta, pero no causará interrupción a sus operaciones.

Justicia Ambiental

No habrá impactos adversos desproporcionados.

Economía

A corto plazo, habrá impactos adversos durante la construcción. A largo plazo, se esperan impactos
favorables da las mejoras de acceso y tiempos de viaje.

Parques/Áreas de
Recreación/Refugios de
Fauna

No habrá adquisición de servidumbres de paso en ningún parque. Habrá pequeños cambios visuales
hacia Allen Park.

MEDIO AMBIENTE CULTURAL

Recursos Históricos

No habrá efectos a 12 recursos elegibles por el Registro Nacional de Lugares Históricos (NRHP). No
habrá Efectos Adversos a 8 recursos elegibles por el NRHP (por servidumbre de paso/adquisición de
servidumbre de transito/alteración física bajo los límites del Registro Nacional, y en un caso, por
efectos cumulativos).

Recursos Arqueológicos No afectados. (no hay recursos arqueológicos dentro del área del proyecto).
Lugares designados
Históricos

No afectados. (no hay lugares o propiedades designadas como históricas dentro del área del proyecto).

Clasificación de minimis para impactos al Boone House, Distrito Histórico Copeland Road,
Aplicabilidad de Sección
Apartamentos Sandy Springs, Distrito Histórico Mountain Creek, Distrito Histórico Glenridge Forest4(f)
Hammond Hills, Distrito Histórico Sherrell-Colton Drive, y el Distrito Histórico Oak Forest Hills.
MEDIO AMBIENTE NATURAL

Calidad de Agua

El Proyecto impactará directamente a un riachuelo, o corriente designada bajo la clasificacion 303(d)
“listed stream” el cual es conocido como Long Island Creek. Cualquier impacto adverso sobre este
será mitigado mendiante utilizacion de drenajes adecuados y las mejores practicas disponibles y
aplicables (BMP).

Aguas Federales de los
EE.UU.

Existen 37 aguas Federales de los EE.UU. en el área del proyecto. El proyecto impactar á
permanentemente aproximadamente 0.18 acres de aguas abiertas, 0.0 acres de pantanos, y 4,887 pies
lineales (1.54 acres) de riachuelos. Cualquier impacto temporero se desconoce en este momento. Se
anticipan Permisos de la Sección 404 individuales, con la compra de 1.0 créditos de mitigación de
pantanos, y 18,836 créditos de mitigación de riachuelos. Se efectuar á Coordinación requerida
mediante la Ley de Coordinación de Materia de Pesca y de Flora y Fauna (FWCA) por impactos a 5
recursos.

Llanuras Inundables

Usurpación de Llanuras inundables en dos áreas. Se espera certificaciones de no incremento de niveles
inundables y de coordinación con la comunidad.

Tierras Agrícolas

No afectado (no hay tierras agrícolas dentro del área del proyecto).

Especies Protegidas

No serán afectadas especies protegidas en listas registradas federales o estatales. No se requieren
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provisiones especiales.

Fauna y Estuario

Provisión especial (SP 107.23g) requerida para aves migratorias.

Especies Invasivas

11 especies invasivas en área protegida. Se implementaran medidas adecuadas para minimizar la
propagación de especies invasivas.

Estuarios Esenciales
No afectado (no hay Estuarios de vida marina peligrarte dentro del área del proyecto).
para peces y vida marina
MEDIO AMBIENTE FISICO

Cambio al Clima

1,471 receptores impactados por las condiciones de construcción; 8 barreras acústicas nuevas y
modificaciones a una barrera acústica existente están siendo consideradas.
El proyecto no excederá las normas de calidad de aire, estatal y federal, y es consistente con el Plan de
Implementación del Estado para el objetivo de calidad de aire ambiental en el estado. Aprobacion con
de esta determinación con respecto a la Materia Particulada (PM), 2.5 fue recibida el 21 de octubre del
2014.
El proyecto podría causar un leve aumento de emisiones de dióxido de carbono en el año de diseño.

Energía/Recursos
Minerales

No habrá operaciones de minas y no hay reservas minerales presentes. El proyecto no tendrá impacto
significante alguno sobre las demandas de energía dela región.

Construcción/Servicios
Públicos

La construcción creara inconveniencias inevitables y potencialmente causará retrasos para los
automovilistas. Actualmente hay Servicios Públicos que probablemente requerirán reubicación.

Tanques de
Almacenamiento
Subterráneo (USTs)/
Emplazamientos de
Desechos Nocivos o
Peligrosos

Existen 14 almacenamientos/instalaciones dentro de una milla del proyecto; dos almacenamientos que
requieren pruebas subterráneas debido a los límites propuestos de servidumbre de paso. Pozos de
supervisión de aguas subterráneas fueron observados en las cercanías de tres estaciones de gasolina en
el proyecto. No se anticipan impactos a estos pozos basado en el actual diseño conceptual del proyecto.

Ruido

Aire
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PREGUNTAS MÁS FREQUENTES SOBRE EL RUIDO
Pregunta: ¿Cómo se determinan los niveles de sonido, y es considerable el número de personas que van a utilizar las vías
en el futuro cuando se determinan los impactos de sonido?
Respuesta: Los niveles de sonido son determinados por un modelo de ruido. Para determinar los niveles de ruido del
futuro, un modelo de ruido del área existente incluyendo la carretera, terreno/características del terreno, áreas sensibles a
los ruidos tales como residencias, parques, etc., y/o cualquier otra característica que influya el ruido sirven como datos
para el modelo computarizado. Para determinar que el modelo es adecuado, medidas de ruido son tomadas en diferentes
lugares a lo largo de la ruta. Si el modelo y las lecturas del campo son similares, la carretera existente es reemplazada en el
modelo por la carretera propuesta, más se incluyen los proyectados volúmenes de tráfico.
Pregunta: ¿Qué se considera como impacto de ruido?
Respuesta: Impactos de ruido ocurren cuando los niveles de sonido se aproximan o exceden el Criterio de Reducción de
Ruidos (NAC) federal. En Georgia, aproximarse es definido como un decible más bajo que el NAC. El NAC para un área
exterior de frecuentado por humanos en una zona residencial es de 67 decibeles, significa que 66 decibeles o más, es
considerado como impacto. El NAC para un área exterior frecuentada por humanos en una zona comercial, es de 72
decibeles. Un impacto también podría ocurrir si el proyecto propuesto aumenta los niveles de sonido existentes por 15
decibeles o más.
Pregunta: ¿Porque es probable pero no garantizada, la instalación de una barrera acústica en mi área?
Respuesta: En algunos casos, mientras se obtiene el diseño final y la información de servicios públicos, se descubren
conflictos en el diseño y/o servicios públicos, que resultan en que GDOT no pueda físicamente construir la barrera
acústica. Además, tan pronto como se determine que es posible construir la barrera, durante el diseño final, se lleva a cabo
una encuesta y votación para determinar si los residentes beneficiados por la barrera están de acuerdo con la construcción
de la barrera. Una barrera no se construirá si la mayoría de los residentes beneficiados por ella, no la quieren.
Pregunta: ¿Cuándo se llevara a cabo la votación para la barrera acústica?
Respuesta: La votación se llevar a acabo tan pronto como el diseño confirme que una barrera acústica físicamente pueda
ser construida. Por lo tanto, se espera que la votación se lleve a cabo en algún momento entre enero 2016 y cuando el
proyecto abra hacia el tráfico en el 2019.
Pregunta: ¿Si yo alquilo y no soy propietario, puedo participar en la votación de la barrera acústica?
Respuesta: Si. Todo residente (propietarios y arrendatarios) que se beneficiaran por la barrera acústica pueden participar
en la votación.
Pregunta: ¿Porque estoy considerado afectado, pero no vivo detrás de una barrera acústica?
Respuesta: Toda situación es diferente. Muchas de las razones comunes de porque una barrera no este designada para ser
construida, es por la inhabilidad física de construir o mantener la barrera, que la barrera no pueda reducir el ruido para los
que están afectados, o la barrera no cumpla con los requisitos adecuados para reducción de ruido y/o costo al GDOT.
Pregunta: ¿Cuán lejos de la carretera se examinan los niveles de sonido, y como se determinan los límites del análisis de
ruido?
Respuesta: No hay distancia específica. Residencias y otras áreas sensibles al ruido son examinadas hasta que el modelo
de ruido no identifique impactos de ruido. Ya cuando todos los impactos potenciales (a consecuencia del proyecto
propuesto) son identificados, no se hacen más modelos o estudios.
Pregunta: ¿El análisis de ruido cubre el sistema de transito público?
Respuesta: No. Solo se determinan los niveles acústicos del ruido del tráfico local. Todos los proyectos de transito
público son analizados por la Autoridad de Transito Rápido de Atlanta (MARTA) y la Administración Federal de Tránsito
(FTA).
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Adquisición de Servidumbres de Paso
Una vez que un proyecto es aprobado, El Departamento de Transportación de Georgia (GDOT) tiene la
responsabilidad, de realizar tasación, compra de la propiedad, y de ser requerido, asistir en la reubicación de
individuos, familias, o negocios. Cuando se compra una propiedad, nuestro deseo es pagar el valor total actual
del mercado por la propiedad a ser adquirida. Este valor es establecido utilizando tasadores certificados de bienes
raíces, que preparen, para el uso de GDOT, tasaciones escritas usando datos de ventas comparables actuales en la
comunidad circundante.
Al efectuar cualquier tasación, el tasador contactará a cada propietario, para acordar un tiempo conveniente para
inspeccionar la propiedad. Después de completar la inspección, los tasadores de servidumbre de paso revisarán y
harán un estudio de campo para comprobar la exactitud de los resultados, y verificar que todo relacionado con el
valor de la propiedad sea considerado antes de establecer la oferta. Cuando solo se necesite parte de la propiedad,
compraremos la parte necesaria mas pagaremos por perdida al valor, si alguno, al resto de la propiedad. En todo
caso, cuando GDOT compra propiedades, hacemos pagos adicionales a los propietarios por el costo de transferir
la propiedad a GDOT. Estos costos generalmente incluyen los impuestos de transferencia, costos de reproducción
de escrituras, penas de pago adelantado de hipotecas, y la parte proporcional de impuestos del condado o ciudad.
El GDOT está consciente de los problemas enfrentados por individuos, familias, negocios, e instituciones sin
fines de lucro cuando tienen que mudarse. Es nuestro compromiso que ninguna familia o individuo tenga que ser
relocalizado, hasta que se encuentre o se le provea alojamiento que sea decente, seguro, y limpio.
Adicionalmente, GDOT proveerá asistencia a negocios e instituciones sin fines de lucros para relocalizase a otro
local y fomentaremos que se queden en la comunidad.
El folleto de información llamado “Que Pasa Cuando Su Propiedad sea necesitada para un proyecto de
Transportación” está disponible en la mesa de bienvenida. Este folleto enumera los servicios brindados y dinero
para cual usted pueda ser elegible, tales como gastos de mudanza y reembolsos de reemplazo de alojamiento para
propietarios y arrendadores. El folleto también enumera los requisitos de elegibilidad para recibir estos pagos.
Los resultados de las inspecciones de campo hechos por el personal de GDOT han encontrado que no habrá
residencias, pero habrá un edificio de oficinas y un garaje de estacionamiento que serán desplazado por el
proyecto propuesto.
Es importante de recordar que GDOT está comprometido a los principios de que nadie sea forzado a relocalizarse
hasta que hayan alojamientos disponibles, o, si no hay alojamientos disponibles, hasta que GDOT haga
provisiones para proveerles alojamiento. Es también importante recordar que todos los que puedan ser
desplazados recibirán aviso por anticipado de las intenciones de GDOT de comprar cualquier propiedad, para
permitir tiempo suficiente para relocalizarse.
La Oficina de GDOT de Atlanta, (404) 347-0220, estará encargada de la adquisición de servidumbres de paso
necesario para este proyecto.
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Tarjeta de Comentarios
Por favor escriba en letra imprenta.
Nombre:
Dirección:
Correo Electrónico:
¿Usted apoya el proyecto? (Marque su respuesta)
□ A favor
□ En contra

□ Probable

□ Incierto(a)

Comentarios Generales:

□ Radio □ Periódico □ Rótulos □ Palabra Oral
□ Otro
¿Fue conveniente para usted el lugar de la vista?
□ Si
□ No
¿Cómo se enteró de la vista pública? (marque)

Si no, por favor sugiera una localización general más conveniente para su comunidad.
□ Si

□ No

¿Le respondieron a sus preguntas los representantes de GDOT?

□ Si

□ No

¿Entiende los detalles del Proyecto después de asistir la reunión?

□ Si

□ No

¿Fue conveniente para usted atender el horario de la reunión?
Si no, por favor sugiera un horario que sea más conveniente para usted.

Por favor, comparta sus sugerencias de cómo mejorar la forma en que GDOT dirige sus vistas públicas:

Envié a:
Ms. Hiral Patel, P.E., State Environmental Administrator
Georgia Department of Transportation
600 West Peachtree Street, NW – 16th Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov

Stevens, Robin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Benton-Hooks, Carla <cbenton-hooks@dot.ga.gov>
Friday, February 13, 2015 2:34 PM
Stevens, Robin
FW: PI 0000784 - I285 at SR400 Interchange Reconstruction Project PHOH Synopsis

________________________________________
From: Benton‐Hooks, Carla
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 1:54 PM
To: Pirkle, Meg; Bowman, Glenn; VanMeter, Darryl; Patel, Hiral; VanDyke, Cindy; Zahul, Kathy; Lee, Scott; Cowan, Kevin;
'Jennifer.Giersch@dot.gov'; Barron, Karlene
Cc: Duff, Eric; Clowers, Marlo
Subject: PI 0000784 ‐ I285 at SR400 Interchange Reconstruction Project PHOH Synopsis
Good afternoon,
This email contains the Synopsis for the February 5th, 2015 PHOH meetings held for the I285 at SR400 Interchange
Reconstruction Project, PI 0000784.
Please let me know if you have any additional questions.
Thank you.

Brief Project Description
I‐285 at State Route (SR) 400 Interchange Reconstruction Project
Date of Open House
February 5, 2015
End of Comment Period
February 15, 2015
Number in Attendance
92 (11am to 1pm meeting); 53 (4pm to 8pm meeting)
Officials in Attendance (list name and title)
Yvonne Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer, Perimeter Community Improvement Districts Eric Linton, City
Manager, City of Dunwoody Gabriel Sterling, City of Sandy Springs, District 4 Councilman Andy Bauman, City of Sandy
Springs, District 6 Councilman Bates Mattison, City of Brookhaven, District 3 Councilman Dianne Fries (on behalf of
Commissioner Bob Ellis, Fulton County District 2) Claire Bartlett, Fulton County Chair (on behalf of U.S. Representative
Barry Loudermilk)
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Media in Attendance
Steve Gehlback, WSB‐TV
R. Guittor (?), WSB‐TV
Greg Bluestein, AJC
Jerry Carnes, 11 Alive (WXIA‐TV)
Kim McCarthy, WSB Radio‐TV
Margot Carvallo, Neighbor Newspapers
Comment Breakdown (for comments provided at the Open House)
For
13
Conditional
5
Uncommitted
3
Against
1
Major concerns:
Several commenters expressed concerns about needing transit expansion in the project area, as well as bicycle and
pedestrian access (under/across highway) and/or a multi‐use trail (such as PATH400). Other comments included:
* Concern about removing I‐285 access to Roswell Road from Glenridge Drive.
* Concern about traffic problems created by construction.
* Concern about visual impacts from removal of trees along I‐285 along residential areas.
* Request for copies of the Draft EA, Displays/Videos/Presentation Boards from the PHOH, the noise assessment, and
the sign‐in sheets at both hearings.
* Request for improvements to the Allen Road/Roswell Road intersection.
* Request for more green space and walkability
* Concern that the environmental study did not address bicycle/pedestrian impacts.
* Request that a diverging diamond interchange (DDI) be considered for the Roswell Road interchange.
* Request to construct noise walls prior to noisy construction activities
* Request for specific property impacts (e.g., size of easement, height of noise walls, etc.)
* Concerns about the combination of the proposed project (I‐285/SR 400 Interchange Reconstruction) with the Hines
Development, Mercedes‐Benz development, and Ashton Woods Development on area traffic during construction, as
they will all be constructed at the same time, as well as on traffic projections.
Prepared by (include firm’s name if applicable):
Robin Stevens, ARCADIS
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________
Carla Benton‐Hooks
Environmental Scheduler
Georgia Department of Transportation
Office of Environmental Services
One Georgia Center
600 West Peachtree Street, NW, 16th Floor Atlanta, GA 30308
Phone: (404) 631‐1415
mailto:cbenton‐hooks@dot.ga.gov

________________________________
During inclement winter weather, the Department urges travelers to exercise caution, be patient, and call 511 for
updated information on roadway conditions before getting on the road. Visit us at
http://www.dot.ga.gov/winterweather; or follow us on http://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaDOT and
http://twitter.com/gadeptoftrans
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